


Important Issues of the Day

• Iran, U.S. blame each other – Page No.1 , GS 2
• Delimitation – Page No. 6, GS 2
• Tourism and trade – Page No. 6, GS 3
• India’s established elite – Page No. 6, GS 3
• Mahatma Jyotiba Phule – Prelims
• The National Human Rights Commission – Prelims
• Exercise Cyclone – Prelims
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• The United States and Iran ended face-to-face talks in Pakistan on Sunday without 
an agreement, each side keeping the onus on the other without narrowing their 
differences and leaving a fragile two-week ceasefire in the war in West Asia in 
doubt.

• U.S. officials said the talks collapsed over Iran’s refusal to commit to abandoning the 
path to a nuclear weapon, while Iranian officials blamed the “U.S. overreach” for the 
breakdown of the talks without mentioning specific sticking points.

• Neither side indicated what will happen after the truce expires on April 22. Pakistani 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar said his country will try to facilitate a new dialogue in the 
coming days.



• U.S. President Donald Trump on Sunday said the U.S. Navy would “immediately” 
begin a blockade to stop ships from entering or leaving the Strait of Hormuz, after 
U.S.-Iran peace talks in Pakistan ended without an agreement.

• “Effective immediately, the United States Navy, the Finest in the World, will begin 
the process of BLOCKADING any and all Ships trying to enter, or leave, the Strait of 
Hormuz,” Mr. Trump said on his Truth Social platform.

• “Any Iranian who fires at us, or at peaceful vessels, will be BLOWN TO HELL!”

• Mr. Trump initially suggested that “other countries” would be involved in the 
blockade effort, and then told Fox News’ “Sunday Morning Futures with Maria 
Bartiromo” that Britain “and a couple of other countries” would be sending 
minesweepers.





Which of the following countries directly border the Strait of Hormuz?

1. Iran 
2. Oman 
3. Saudi Arabia 
4. United Arab Emirates 

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4



Mains Question

“Strategic maritime chokepoints in West Asia have emerged as critical nodes 
influencing global energy security and geopolitics.”
Discuss with reference to the Strait of Hormuz, Bab el-Mandeb Strait and 
Suez Canal.

“पश्चिम एशिया के सामरिक समुद्री िोकपॉइंट वैश्चवक ऊर्ाा सुिक्षा औि भ-ू
िार्नीति को प्रभाववि किने वाले प्रमुख कें द्र बन गए हैं।”
Strait of Hormuz, Bab el-Mandeb Strait िथा Suez Canal के संदभा में ििाा
कीश्र्ए।
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• The Parliament passed the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 unanimously in 
September 2023 during a special session. 

• The Adhiniyam introduced Article 334-A in the Constitution which mandated one-
third reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabhas, scheduled to 
come into effect after the completion of the next Census and the Census-based 
delimitation process. 

• Now, we are given to understand that Article 334-A will be amended to make 
women’s reservation applicable from 2029 itself.

• 73rd and 74th Constitution Amendment Bills were finally passed by Parliament in 
April 1993 and June 1993, respectively.



• The last decadal Census was due in 2021.

• One consequence of this has been that over 10 crore people have been deprived of 
their legal entitlements under the National Food Security Act, 2013 that provides the 
basis for the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. 

• There is simply no justification, except narrative management during troubled times, 
for this tearing hurry to bulldoze extremely far-reaching changes to our polity. The 
process is deeply flawed and anti-democratic. 

• Reservation for women is not the issue here. That has already been settled. The real 
issue is delimitation which, based on the information unofficially available, is 
extremely dangerous and an assault on the Constitution itself.



Mains Question

Women’s political representation is essential for substantive democracy, not merely 
symbolic inclusion.
In this context, analyse the need for reservation of women in Parliament and State 
Legislatures.

महहलाओं का िार्नीतिक प्रतितनधित्व केवल प्रिीकात्मक नहीं, बश्कक साथाक लोकिंत्र के 
शलए आवचयक है।
इस सदंभा में ससंद एवं िाज्य वविानसभाओं में महहलाओं के आिक्षण की आवचयकिा का 
ववचलेषण कीश्र्ए।
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• The Union government’s ₹92,000 crore mega-infrastructure project for the holistic 
development of the Great Nicobar Island (GNI) by building it up as a port and tourism-led 
economy has gathered speed in the last six months, even as concerns remain about its 
impact on the Island’s ecology and the rights of local populations, the Nicobarese and the 
Shompen — two indigenous tribal groups. 

• The Andaman and Nicobar Islands administration has notified a draft master plan for the 
project. 

• Apart from the International Container Transhipment Port (ICTP), the airport, and power 
plants, the draft master plan envisions developing the GNI as a “seaside destination in a 
pristine, unspoilt, protected environment”, outlining plans for business, adventure, 
biodiversity tourism, family entertainment, amusement parks, etc., along with adequate 
social infrastructure for healthcare, education, and livelihood. 



• The draft is planned for a projected population of over 3.36 lakh by 2055, by which 
time the expected tourist inflow will be a million a year. 

• Over 70% of the direct employment the government hopes to create will be in 
tourism and allied sectors. 

• The current population of the GNI is a little less than 10,000. 

• This transformation of the GNI, aided by the ICTP, is crucial to leverage the “strategic 
importance” of the Island’s location at the western entrance to the Malacca Strait.

• The draft plan has said the port will help India achieve its “aims to capture a 
significant share in global sea trade”.



• But while the administration has sought public suggestions and objections for 30 days, it remains 
unclear till when this window will remain open, given that the draft does not mention when it was 
notified. 

• This draft plan follows another draft plan to relocate local Nicobarese communities to make way for 
the project. The two plans seemingly contradict each other with regard to where existing populations 
may be relocated, which has renewed fears among these groups. 

• These communities have been opposing the project’s clearance since 2022, alleging that their forest 
rights had not been settled. 

• While the National Green Tribunal has set aside concerns about the project’s impact on the GNI’s 
biodiversity by citing its “strategic importance”, a challenge to the project’s clearances remains in the 
Calcutta High Court. 

• Some have also questioned the project’s commercial and naval merits. Considering that the project 
aims to irreversibly alter the demography, and ecology of the GNI, the most prudent path for the 
government is to take the time needed to build a more holistic consensus over it.



Mains Question

“Tourism is a double-edged sword that promotes economic growth while posing 
significant environmental challenges.”
Discuss in the context of sustainable development.

“पयाटन आधथाक ववकास को बढावा देिा है, ककन्िु यह पयााविणीय िुनौतियााँ भी उत्पन्न 
कििा है।”
सिि ववकास के सदंभा में ििाा कीश्र्ए।
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• Something unusual has been happening in Indian business over the past few years. 

• Well-managed family businesses with healthy cash flows are being sold not because 
they face distress or strategic dead ends, but because the next generation prefers 
liquidity over operational continuity.

• What makes this pattern strange is that these exits are happening during a period of 
unprecedented opportunity. India’s domestic market is expanding, global supply 
chains are diversifying, and capital is abundant.

• While there is clearly an oversupply of educated, well-connected individuals relative 
to the number of influential positions, rather than triggering open conflict or 
displacement, what the country is seeing is a risk retreat among incumbents.



• Existing business families are not being forced out. They are choosing custodianship over 
creation. 

• Capital gets recycled into assets that preserve wealth, rather than create it, such as real 
estate portfolios, financial market positions, and established brands. Succession planning 
becomes about maintaining control, and not about expanding the frontier of what the 
family enterprise does. 

• The result is stasis rather than revolution. India has surplus elite capacity, but that capacity 
is not being channelled into high-risk, long-gestation ventures. It is being absorbed into 
wealth preservation.

• Consider how India’s private sector approaches Research and Development (R&D). As a 
percentage of revenue, Indian companies spend dramatically less on R&D than their 
counterparts in China, South Korea, or Taiwan. 



• India’s dilemma

• The problem is not that India lacks entrepreneurs. First-generation founders are still 
emerging and taking risks. 

• The problem is that the inherited elite, the people who control the most capital and have 
the most institutional access, are opting out of the riskiest, and most transformational kinds 
of building. 

• Anthony Patch’s tragedy was that his inheritance arrived after he had lost the capacity to 
use it. 

• India now has an inheritance class that receives wealth and position early enough to use it, 
but chooses not to, because the social structures that would make risk-taking rational have 
been replaced by ones that make waiting and selling more attractive.



Mains Question

“Private sector participation is crucial for boosting R&D in India.”
Examine the role of industry–academia collaboration in fostering innovation and 
technological advancement.

“भािि में R&D को बढावा देने के शलए तनर्ी क्षेत्र की भागीदािी अत्यंि महत्वपूणा है।”
उद्योग–िैक्षणणक सहयोग की भशूमका का पिीक्षण कीश्र्ए।



Mahatma Jyotiba Phule



• Mahatma Jyotiba Phule was a visionary Indian social reformer, activist, and writer 
who championed the cause of equality for women, laborers, and marginalized 
castes. He was a staunch critic of the Hindu caste system and is regarded as a 
foundational figure in India’s social justice movement.

• Birth: He was born on April 11, 1827, in the Bombay Presidency (now Maharashtra) 
to a family of fruit and vegetable farmers belonging to the Mali caste.

• Education: After briefly stopping his studies to work on the family farm, he attended 
a secondary school run by Scottish Christian missionaries in Pune during the 1840s.

• Influences: He was deeply inspired by Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man, the American 
anti-slavery movement, and the egalitarian teachings of the Buddha and the mystic 
poet Kabir.



• Education for All: In 1848, he opened one of India’s first schools for lower-caste girls 
in Pune. He educated his wife, Savitribai Phule, who became the school’s teacher.

• Satyashodhak Samaj: Founded in 1873, the Society of Truth Seekers aimed to unite 
and uplift Shudras and Dalits, advocating for a social order free from Brahminical 
dominance.

• Social Reform: He advocated for widow remarriage, opposed child marriage, and 
established a home for pregnant widows and an orphanage.

• Symbolic Acts: To challenge untouchability, he opened his personal water well to 
people of all castes, symbolizing his commitment to universal equality.



• Gulamagiri (Slavery): Published in 1873, this is his most famous work. It presented a 
scathing attack on the caste system, comparing the oppression of lower castes in 
India to the enslavement of people in the United States.

• Diverse Mediums: He used books, essays, poems, and plays to publicize his 
rationalist ideology and call for social justice.

Last Days:

• Title of Mahatma: In 1888, he was honored with the title Mahatma (Great Soul) in 
recognition of his selfless service to society.

• Illness and Death: He suffered a stroke in 1888 that left him paralyzed. He passed 
away on November 28, 1890, in Pune at the age of 63.



The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)



• The NHRC is a statutory public body in India, acting as a watchdog for human rights. 
It is an independent institution designed to protect the rights of individuals relating 
to life, liberty, equality, and dignity as guaranteed by the Constitution of India and 
international covenants.

• Established in: The NHRC was established on October 12, 1993, under the Protection 
of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993.

• The Commission consists of a chairperson, five full-time Members and seven 
deemed Members.

• Chairman is a former Chief Justice of India or a Supreme Court judge.



• Chairman and members appointed by the President on the recommendations of a 
six-member committee.

• The committee consists of the Prime Minister, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the 
Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, leaders of the Opposition in both Houses of 
Parliament, and the Union Home Minister.

• The chairman and members hold office for a term of three years or until they reach 
the age of 70.

• The NHRC lacks the authority to punish violators. Despite identifying perpetrators of 
human rights abuses, the NHRC cannot directly impose penalties or award relief to 
victims. This limitation undermines its effectiveness.



Exercise Cyclone



• The Indian Army contingent has departed for Egypt to participate in the fourth 
edition of the Joint Special Forces Exercise Cyclone – IV.

• Exercise Cyclone is a bilateral military drill specifically designed for the Special Forces 
units of India and Egypt. 

Aim:

• To enhance joint mission planning capabilities between the two specialized wings.
• To improve interoperability by exchanging best practices in tactical special 

operations.
• To foster greater understanding of each other’s military traditions, cultures, and 

operational philosophies.
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