


Important Issues of the Day
•Talks today – Page No.1 , GS 2
•23 killed in explosion – Page No.1 , GS 3
•Acid flows – Page No.2 , GS 2
•Delimitation – Page No. 6, GS 2
•Deceptively benign – Page No. 6, GS 3
•Costs and wages – Page No. 6, GS 2,3
•Welfare and development – Page No. 7, GS 2



Page No.1 , GS 2



•

•

•

 
envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner.

Iranian officials earlier on Sunday said that they remained open to negotiation, but
held firm that ships would not pass the strait while the U.S. blockade remained in
effect. 

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Sunday that U.S. negotiators would head to
Pakistan on Monday for talks with Iran, lifting hopes of extending a ceasefire set to
expire by Wednesday.

The prospect of talks, which Iran did not immediately confirm, came as ships remain
unable to transit the Strait of Hormuz amid threats from Iran and a U.S. blockade on
ships heading to and from Iranian ports. 

• The White House said Vice-President J.D. Vance, would lead the U.S. team with



“It is impossible for others to pass through the Strait of Hormuz while we cannot,”
Iran parliamentary Speaker Mohammed Bagher Ghalibaf said in an interview on
Saturday.

•

•Mr. Trump accused Iran of violating the ceasefire by firing at ships and threatened to 
destroy civilian infrastructure in Iran, if it does not take the deal that the U.S. is
offering.
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College and Hospital.

A second explosion at the unit injured 17, including six policemen and four firemen.
Rescuersand presspersons whohad gathered atthe spot narrowlyescapedunhurt.

Most victims were charred beyond recognition with many bodies blown away by the impact
of the explosion. Firemen were seen collecting mutilated body parts strewn all around the
unit. Many bodies were pulled out from the debris after one of the sheds came crashing
down on the workers.

The condition of two persons is said to be critical with over 80% burns. All the injured, 

In one of the deadliest accidents at a fireworks factory in Tamil Nadu in recent times, 23
workerswere killed andeightinjuredinanexplosionatVanajaFireworksUnitat
Kattanarpatti near Virudhunagar on Sunday.

includingachild and five women, were rushed to the Virudhunagar Government Medical 
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•
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• In licensed units, only four workers are usually allowed in a working shed.

Some 40 workers, men and women, were busy making firecrackers inside and outside the
shed. “All these workers were supposed to be working in their sheds located away from [the
site] where the chemical is mixed. But they violated safety norms,” the Collector said.
Mr. Sukhaputra said additional medical teams have been mobilised at the Virudhunagar
Hospital. Besides, efforts are on to carry out post-mortem, with experts being brought in 
from Government Rajaji Hospital in Madurai.

“For any fireworks unit licensed by the District Revenue Officer, only 11 or 12 workers can be
employed at any given point of time. That being the case, how can 23 persons die in a single
accident,” asked a fireworks factory owner. He feared that licensed units would face the 
brunt of knee-jerk reaction from the officials now.



 
mishandling of explosives by inexperienced and untrained youth.

•Illegal units- The industry in Tamil Nadu has become much more dispersed with 
many illegal units.

•Work burden- Workers are engaged to work for 8 to 12 hours during the festival 
season.

•Lack of regulation- The cracker units function with little supervision, monitoring, or 
official inspections resulting in increased accidents.

•Though the work in the unit happens year round, monitoring is done only during the 
festive season.

• Lackoftraining-Manyunitsemployworkerswithoutanytrainingresulting in 
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Petroleum and Explosive Safety Organisation (PESO)

Shortage of manpower- Petroleum and Explosive Safety Organisation (PESO), the licensing and
regulating authority for largefireworksunits,is short-staffed.
There are only 5 officials to monitor more than 1000 units.
Health effects- Due to high chemical usage, lungs of the workers are affected and skins are burned.

Objective- Provide operational and technical advice and assistance to central government, states,
local bodies, law enforcement agencies, industry, trade and end users

PESO, formerly known as Department of Explosives, since its inception in 1898, has been serving as a
nodal agency for regulating safety of hazardous substances such as explosives, compressed gases and
petroleum.
PESO’s major work is to administer the responsibilities delegated under the Explosives Act 1884 and
Petroleum Act 1934 and the Rules made there under with the motto "Safety First".

Headquarters- Nagpur, Maharashtra

•

•



Mains Question
Worker safety remains a critical challenge in India despite multiple legislative 

 
suggest reforms.
विभिन्न विधायी उपायों केे  बािजूदू िारत में श्रभमक सुुरक्षा एक गंिंीर
चुुनौती बनी �ुई हैै। सुुरक्षा मानक� केे कमजोर ��यान्ियन केे कारण�का

measures.Examine the causes of poor implementation of safety norms and 

 परीक्षण क�जजए तथा सुुध ◌ार सुुझ ◌ाइए।
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in Kapashera at a slightly higher price of ₹50 per litre,” he said.

Ground visits by The Hindu across Delhi revealed that despite laws meant to

regulatethesaleofcorrosivesubstances,acidremainseasilyaccessiblewithout ID 

proof or any enquiry into the purpose of purchase.

At a stationery-cum-general store in south-west Delhi’s Palam Colony, when asked
for the most effective and cheapest toilet cleaner, the shopkeeper sought a plastic
bottle to pour the liquid into.

• “₹20for500ml.Ifyouneedastrongerliquid, I cangetitfromamanufacturer based 



• On April 14, a 26-year-old woman was arrested for throwing acid on a 21-year-old
bride-to-be in north-east Delhi’sIndira Vihar area.Duringtheir investigation,the
police found that the acid was sourced from a hawker selling it as toilet cleaner.

To regulate acid sales, the Supreme Court in 2013 directed that buyers must show ID
proof and sellers should maintain records. 

These guidelines were incorporated into the Delhi Poisons Possession and Sale 
Rules, 2015.

However, on the ground, procurement often requires little more than walking into a
neighbourhood hardware or cleaning-supply shop and asking for toilet cleaner or 
acid for cleaning.

•

•

•



•

• Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023: Acid attacks are now treated as a specific and serious 
offence under Section124 of BNS, prescribing a minimumpunishment of tenyears’
imprisonment, extendable to life, along with a just and reasonable fine to meet the victim’s
medical expenses. 

Law Commission of India’s 226th Report (2009) recognised acid attacks as crimes causing
permanentphysicaland psychologicalharm,stressed theirgenderednature,andcalledfor
distinct penal provisions and rehabilitation support. 

 
mandates that all public and private hospitals provide free first aid and medical treatment to 

victims, with denialattractingcriminal liability. 

NALSA (Legal Services to Victims of Acid Attacks), Scheme, 2016: Under the Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987, the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA), through the NALSA
(Legal Services to Victims of Acid Attacks) Scheme, 2016, provides priority legal aid, support,

Thelaw also penalisesattempted acid attacks with five tosevenyears’ imprisonmentand•

•



• However, despite these directions and model rules, implementation remains weak
and uneven across most States, allowing easy access to acid to persist. 

•Model Poisons Possession and Sale Rules, 2013: The 2013 Supreme Court (SC) of 
India order mandated strict regulation of the sale and availability of acid, requiring
buyers to produce a photo identity proof and sellers to maintain detailed purchase
registers. 

•Pursuant to this order, the Ministry of Home Affairs issued an advisory to all States 
and framed the Model Poisons Possession and Sale Rules, 2013 under the Poisons
Act, 1919, directing States to formulate their own rules since the subject falls within
the State domain.
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explicitly highlighted acid attacks as a gendered crime. 

SC mandated that acid attack survivors are entitled to a minimum compensation of Rs 3
lakh,with Rs 1 lakh payable within15 daysforimmediatemedicaltreatmentandthe
remaining Rs 2 lakh within 2 months for aftercare and rehabilitation, including 
reconstructive surgeries. 
It prohibited over-the-counter sale unless the seller maintained a register/logbook recording
thebuyer’sdetailsandquantitysold. 

Justice JS Verma Committee (2013): In the aftermath of the Nirbhaya case, the Justice JS 

Laxmi vs Union of India (2013): The Supreme Court gave acid attacks a specific recognition in
criminallaw, moving themoutofgeneralinjuryprovisionsandtreatingthemasadistinct
and serious offence. 

Verma Committeeexamined structural failuresinaddressing violence against women and 
•



Page No.6 , GS 2



•

•

A special session of Parliament to consider the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill,
2026 — and also the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, and the
Delimitation Bill, 2026 — for readjustment of Lok Sabha and Legislative Assembly
seats across the country and implementation of reservation of seats for women in 
Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies (linking it to proposed fresh delimitation for
which there was a separate Delimitation Bill) ended in a spectacular way. 

The proposed delimitation was to reallocate the number of Lok Sabha and State
Legislative Assembly seats among States (and Union Territories with legislatures), 
and determine the territorial boundaries of each constituency, based on data from
the 2011 Census. 
The total number of Lok Sabha seats was proposed to be increased to 850. 

•



•

•

•

 
given the urgency of conducting elections at the earliest, the first delimitation was
based on estimated population figures, as of March 1, 1950, as provided by the
Census Commissioner.

Subsequently, the Forty-Second Amendment of the Constitution of India froze
further delimitation until the Census of 2001. 

Articles 82 and 170 (3) of the Constitution require a readjustment of the number of
Lok Sabha and Assembly seats in each State and the extent/boundary of every
constituency, after each Census. 

The first delimitation exercise in independent India was carried out in 1950-51 by the
Election Commission of India, in consultation with Parliamentary Advisory
Committees established for various States. 

• As the delimitation exercise could not await the completion of the 1951 Census,



•

•

•

(Eighty-fourth Amendment) Act, 2001, inter alia, stated that, in view of the progress of family
planningprogrammesacross different partsof the country, thegovernment— undertheNational
Population Policy strategy — decided to extend the freeze on undertaking fresh delimitation up to the
year 2026. 
This was intended as a motivational measure to enable State governments to continue pursuing the
goalof population stabilisation.

Article 81(2) of the Constitution provides that each State shall be allotted Lok Sabha seats in such a
manner that the ratio of seats to population, as far as practicable, remains the same across all States.

There is no dispute that the letter of this Article only refers to population as a criterion. However, if 
we take a broader view, there would be inherent provisions in the Constitution to support the States 
to retain their scale of parliamentary representation. 
There may also be scope to incorporate additional parameters/markers alongside population,
especially sincethenumber ofseats is expectedtoincreasesignificantlythistime,unlikethe
relatively modest/nominal increases in earlier exercises. 

•

•



Mains Question
Explain the concept of delimitation. Why is it essential for
ensuring representative democracy in India?

 Delimitation) परिसीमन( कीअवधािणा को स्पष्ट कीजिए। भाित 
मेंप्रतततनधधकलोकतंंत्रसुतनजचितकिनेे केे  ललएयह क्यों आवचयक 
हैै?
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•While the March CPI appears comfortably within the RBI’s 4%-6% tolerance band, 
the reading masks a far more complex build-up of pressures driven primarily by
rising input costs, especially fuel prices.

India must move from fossil fuel to avoid amplifying imported inflation

While India’s March retail inflation, at 3.4%, rose marginally from February’s 3.2%,
this increase is deceptively benign. This is evident from the upward pressure on the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI), which climbed to a 38-month high of 3.88% in March. 

•It is important to note that while the Consumer Price Index (CPI) has transitioned to 
a new base year of 2024, the WPI continues to use the 2011-12 base year, a
divergence that must be kept in mind when interpreting the latest inflation data.



•Several factors are driving this divergence, chief among them the rupee’s precipitous 
depreciation of about 2.5%-3% against the U.S. dollar. 

•Given that crude oil and gas are globally traded in dollars, this has amplified 
imported inflation. 

The U.S.-Israeli war on Iran has disrupted supply chains for these critical fuels,
pushing up global prices and transmitting inflationary pressures across economies. 

•

•The rupee’s depreciation has also raised the cost of imports, including fertilizers, 
plastics, and petrochemical products, which are key to pharmaceuticals, textiles and
automobiles. 

•While many firms have absorbed these costs, this may not be sustainable. 



 In India, which one of the following is responsible for maintaining price stability by

controlling inflation?

(a) Department of Consumer Affairs

(b) Expenditure Management Commission

(c) Financial Stability and Development Council

(d) Reserve Bank of India



(b) Inflation

(c) Stagflation

(d) Hyperinflation

Economic growth is usually coupled with?(a) Deflation



Mains Question
Inflation targeting may conflict with growth objectives in a
developing economy like India. Critically examine.
िारत जैसेे विकासशील देेश में मुद्रास्फीतत लक्ष्यीकरण विकासकेे
उद्देेश्य� सेे टकरा सकता हैै। समालोचनात्मक परीक्षण क�जजए।
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• Trade unions have demanded ₹18,000 to ₹25,000 a month — which the Uttar Pradesh government’s
interim hikeofaround 21% did notmeet—andfixedworkinghoursandholidays andovertimepay.

The new Labour Codes that the Union government enforced from late 2025 allow a 12-hour single
workday and specify wage floors but not actual wages, leaving them to the States. 

The ongoing factory workers’ protests in Noida’s industrial belt are one of the largest industrial labour
mobilisations inrecenttimes.

Violence has been documented as well: stone-pelting and attempts to breach police barricades, as 
well as a brutal police lathicharge. 

After Haryana hiked wages for workers by 35% following protests in Faridabad, Gurugram, and
Manesar, workers in Noida realised that their own wages were lower, a situation exacerbated by the
pinch in LPG supplies. 

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

•

As a result, the Codes have allowed employers in certain States to extract more work fromthe longer workday at or near the statutory minimum pay.
The share of contract labour in the formal manufacturing sector in India is the highest since
1997-98. 

Ironically, the provisions of the Labour Codes encourage the sector to persist with contract
labour rather than appreciate job security, while also imposing limits on worker strikes. 

These, together with the energy crisis and increasing food prices, precipitated the protests.

The solution to the agitation, in sum, is simple: institute humane working hours and wages,
and institute genuine labour reform that is well enforced. The problem only looks
complicated because the government is dragging its feet.
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tangible outcomes such as infrastructure, roads, housing etc. 

However, the political assurance of development can obscure distributional

concerns,maskinequalities,orreducecomplexsocio-economicchallengesto 

In contemporary democratic politics, development has emerged as a central
electoral promise, often framed as a politically resonant goal that transcends
ideological divides. 

Political actors deploy the language of development to signal commitments to
economic growth, infrastructure expansion, employment generation, and improved
public services, thereby appealing to a broad spectrum of voters. 

• InIndia,development-orientedcampaignshaveincreasinglyemphasisedvisible and 



•

 
development as complementary rather than interchangeable.

 
capabilities. However, in practice, the boundaries between the two often blur. 
The persistence of confusion lies in the differing time horizons and objectives: welfare is
often short-term and consumption-oriented, while development is long-term and 

The confusion between welfare and development arises from their frequent overlap in
political andpolicydiscourse.

Welfare typically refers to immediate, redistributive interventions aimed at alleviating
poverty, reducing vulnerability, and ensuring basic needs such as food security, income
support, and access to essential services. 

Development, in contrast, denotes a broader, long-term process of structural transformation 

production-oriented. Amore coherent approach requiresrecognising welfare and 

involvingsustainedeconomicgrowth, productivityenhancement, andexpansion of human 

•

•

•
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•
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Excessive redistribution may distort incentives and crowd out productive
investment. 

Conflating populist welfare promises and long-term development goals poses
significant risks as it prioritises short-term political gains over long-term economic
capacity. 

The challenge for policymakers lies in designing welfare systems that are fiscally
sustainable, institutionally robust, and aligned with long-term objectives. 

It is time that election manifestos acknowledge this and embark on refinements.
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