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Activity in India’s eight core industrial sectors contracted by 0.4% in March 2026, the
first month after the war in West Asia broke out, according to data released by the
government. This was the poorest performance for the sectors in 19-months.

The data on the Index of Eight Core Industries released by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry on Monday also showed that growth in the index stood at 2.6% for the
full year 2025-26, the lowest since the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020-21.

In March 2026, the data showed that four out of the eight sectors measured in the
index contracted over their levels in March last year. “While an adverse base 
weighed on electricity generation, a shortage of inputs amidst the West Asia crisis
curtailed the fertiliser output, which plunged by an unprecedented 24.6% year-on-
year in the month,” Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist at ratings agency ICRA said.



• The Index of Eight Core
Industries (ICI) is released
by the Office of Economic
Advisor, under the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry.

•The ICI measures the 
combined and individual
performance of
production of eight core
industries viz. Coal, Crude
Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery
Products, Fertilizers, Steel,
Cement and Electricity. 
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means enhancing photosynthesis and water-use efficiency.

The findings, involving researchers from multiple Indian institutes, present a granular
forecastof how climate change will reshape the country’sforest carbon stocks. Significantly,
they diverge in important ways from official estimates compiled by the Forest Survey of 
India (FSI) – the official source of tree and forest cover data in India.
The projected increases are driven primarily by two interacting forces: rising precipitation
andelevatedatmospheric CO₂. 

Higher rainfall, projected across much of India under all emissions scenarios, translates to 

India’s forests could store nearly twice as much carbon by the end of this century as they do
now if currentgreenhouse gasemission trendscontinue,accordingtoanewmodelling
study published this week in the journal Environmental Research: Climate.

more moisture available fortreestogrow.Simultaneously,more available carbon dioxide 
•



• “Climate change is not just about rising temperatures — it is silently rewriting every sector,
including our forests,”

The largest relative increases are projected not in India’s established forest heartlands but in
its driest margins. Desert and semi-arid zones across Rajasthan, Gujarat, western Madhya
Pradesh, and adjoining dry interiors are expected to see vegetation carbon rise by more 
than 60% compared to historical levels under high emissions. 

The Trans-Himalayas, the Gangetic forest belt, and the Deccan Peninsula follow. 

The Western Ghats and the Himalayas — India’s most biodiverse and ecologically significant
forest zones — are projected to see comparatively smaller relative increases, constrained by
ecological saturation and specific climatic pressures those regions face, the study shows.
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• The Environment Ministry emphasized that the new goals balance developmental
priorities and energy security with the principle of "Common but Differentiated
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities" (CBDR-RC).

NDC 3.0 targets were shaped by the outcomes of the 2021 Global Stocktake (GST),
which concluded that the world is currently not on track to limit global warming to
1.5 degrees Celsius.

As a Paris Agreement signatory, India was required to issue an updated NDC by 2025.

By December 2025, 128 parties (representing 78% of global emissions) had 
submitted their updates, leaving India and Argentina as the last G-20 nations to do 
so.
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• India had already achieved a 36% reduction by 2020, keeping it well on track to beat its 
earlier 45% reduction target for 2030.

Enhancement of Carbon Sink: India targets the creation of an additional carbon sink of 3.5 to
4.0 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through enhanced forest and tree cover by 2035. 
As of 2025, India has created an additional carbon sink of 2.29 billion tonnes CO2 equivalent
from forest and tree cover. 

Expansion of Non-Fossil Energy Capacity: India pledges to achieve 60% of its cumulative
installedelectricitycapacityfromnon-fossilsources(includingsolar,wind,hydro,biomass,
and nuclear) by 2035. 
India has already reached 52.57% as of February 2026, successfully meeting its previous
2030target (50%). 
Reduction in Emissions Intensity: The government aims to reduce the emissions intensity of
its GDP by 47% by 2035, compared to 2005 baseline levels. 

•

•



Page No.11 , GS 2



•

•

 
priority, with the NIPUN Bharat Mission mobilising administrative machinery and
financial resources. The Prime Minister himself has emphasised the importance of
fluency in oral reading to enable children to transition from ‘learning to read’ to
‘reading to learn’.

India, like many other developing countries, has been in the midst of a learning
crisis, as evidenced by Annual Status of Education Reports (ASER), notwithstanding
the marginal improvements seen in the last few years. 

Yet, the absence of learning outcomes, especially Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN), has failed to generate urgency on the ground, despite policy
backing and unprecedented funding.

• The National Education Policy, 2020 clearly identifies FLN as an urgent national



•

 
sector. Children have no voice, and their parents may lack the tools to assess
learning. 
Third, the scale of the crisis is under-recognised.

 
children cannot fluently read a Grade 2 text, often seem exaggerated and are
dismissed.

First, learning is inherently difficult to observe. Unlike a pothole or missing rations,
poor learning is intangible. A child copying from the blackboard can create the
illusion of learning.
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Asaresult,findingsfromsurveyssuchasASER,whichshowthatmanyGrade5 

Second,powerasymmetriesweakenaccountability,particularlyintheeducation 
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numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27.

Fourth, there is a fundamental disconnect in how responsibility is perceived: schooling is seen as the
state’s responsibility,whilelearningisoftenimplicitlyseenasdependentonthechild’sabilityor
family support. 

Fifth, acknowledging the problem is difficult. Accepting that millions of children are in school but not
learning is deeply unsettling for educators who have spent their careers expanding access and
enrolment.

The Ministry of Education has launched NIPUN (National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with
Understanding and Numeracy) Bharat Scheme.

It aims to cover the learning needs of children in the age group of 3 to 9 years.

To create an enabling environment to ensure universal acquisition of foundational literacy and 
numeracy, so thateverychildachieves thedesired learning competencies in reading, writing and 
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snapshot of children's schooling and learning in rural India. 

Launched in 2005, ASER tracks educational trends and challenges in rural areas,

evolving in coverage, focus, and frequency.

The NGO Pratham Foundation released the Annual Status of Education Report
(ASER) 2024 on learning outcomes of school students in rural India. 

It is based on a 2024 survey conducted in 17,997 villages across 605 rural districts. 

It reached 649,491 children in the 3-16 years age group, and tested the reading and
arithmetic skills of over 500,000 children in the 5-16 years age group. 

• About:ASERisanationwide,citizen-ledhouseholdsurveythatoffersaninsightful 



Mains Question“School education is the foundation of human capital formation in India.”
Examine the challenges in improving learning outcomes in India’s school system and 
suggest reforms.“वि�ालयी �श�ा भारत म� मा�न पजंूी ननमाणा क� आधार�शला हैै।”

 Learning Outcomes) भारत म� सीखनेे केे पररणाम�(
की�जए तथासमाधान सुझुाइए।

मेंसुधुारकीचुनौततयों का परीक्षण 
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• That is not a minor balancing gap. It is a significant mismatch between what India
produces and what its kitchens consume.

India’s Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) problem is not a passing shortage. It comes
from a gap that has grown too wide to ignore. 

India consumed about 33.15 million tonnes of LPG last year, but domestic
production met only about 40% of that need. The remaining 60% had to be
imported. 

Put plainly, India’s total LPG demand is now about 250% of indigenous production,
while annual LPG imports are equal to about 150% of domestic LPG output.
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This matters because LPG in India is overwhelmingly a household fuel; commercial
LPG accounts for less than 10% of national consumption. 

So, the imported molecule is not mainly feeding a flexible industrial user that can cut
runs or switch feedstock. It is going into domestic kitchens. 

This is what makes India’s LPG dependence more serious than a normal product-
import issue. A petrochemical plant can slow down. A household kitchen cannot.

About 90% of India’s LPG imports normally transit the Strait of Hormuz. India must
now accept that the Strait of Hormuz cannot be treated as a routinely dependable
corridor for household fuel security. Even if the present tensions ease, the old
assumption of uninterrupted normality will not return easily.



•

•
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Import dependence alone, however, does not tell the full story. Japan imports a
larger share of LPG than India does. China and South Korea also import large
volumes of LPG.

apan appears more import-dependent than India on LPG. Yet, Japanese household
vulnerability is far lower — LPG serves only about 40% of households. 

Electricity accounts for about 55% of residential final energy use, and city gas also
has a large residential base. More importantly, Japan has about 108.3 days of LPG
stock through national and private reserves. Japan imports more, but it cushions
that dependence with alternatives and storage.

 
is driven by the petrochemical sector. In South Korea, household energy is supported
much more by natural gas and electricity.

China and South Korea are different again. In China, a large share of its LPG demand•
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•• Simultaneously, jet fuel prices surged to nearly $195-$197 a barrel. 

 
such increases could destabilise the industry in which net margins rarely exceed 3%
to 5%.

 
markets, fuel surcharges risen by over 30% in certain cases, and thousands of flights
cancelled globally, especially along the Europe-Asia axis. 

The Iran war and geopolitics will reshape global aviation economics

Airspace closures across critical corridors have forced airlines into circuitous routes,
often extending flight durations by two to eight hours depending on the routes,
inflating fuel consumption and compressing already slender operating margins.

The impact is already visible: ticket prices have increased by 10%-20% in several

Given that fuel constitutes between 25% and 40% of total airline operating costs,

•
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networks were constructed, has probably been irreversibly unsettled.
Airlines must now internalise uncertainty, embedding scenario planning, dynamic pricing and
strategic flexibility into the core of their operations. 
Possibly, for airlines, this is the equivalent of a ‘Covid-shock’ of global supply chains and an
opportunity to re-strategiseand recalibrate.ForIndia’saviation sector,alreadynavigating the
complexities of high input costs and price-sensitive demand, the challenge is particularly formidable.

What is unfolding is not merely a transient disruption, but the gradual emergence of a new aviation
order, one defined not by the efficiency of open skies, but by the exigencies of a fractured and
uncertain geopolitical landscape.

Amidst these future possibilities, one conclusion asserts itself with increasing clarity: geopolitics
shouldno longerbe treated as anexogenousshocktothe aviationsector;rather,itshouldbeseen as
an intrinsic variable shaping its economics and operations. 

The long-standingassumption ofpredictableskies,uponwhichtheindustry’s finely optimised •

•

•
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