


Important Issues of the Day

• India must draw a red line – Page No.6 , GS 2
• Model Code of Conduct – Page No. 6, GS 2
• India’s LPG crisis – Page No. 6, GS 3
• Lunar governance – Page No. 7, GS 3
• India-Africa Summit – Page No.12 , GS 2
• Corporate Social Responsibility – Prelims



Corporate Social Responsibility



• CSR spending by listed companies rose by 23% in FY25, reaching about ₹22,212 
crore, driven by strong profit growth.

Corporate Social Responsibility refers to:

• Companies investing in social, environmental, and developmental activities

Mandated under:
• Companies Act, 2013 (effective April 2014)

• Eligible companies must spend: At least 2% of average net profits (last 3 years)



Applies to companies with:

• Net worth ≥ ₹500 crore
• Turnover ≥ ₹1,000 crore
• Net profit ≥ ₹5 crore

• Highest spending: Education

• Second: Healthcare

Low spending:
• Slum development
• Disaster management
• Armed forces welfare



With reference to Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) rules in India, consider 
the following statements: 

1. CSR rules specify that expenditures that benefit the company directly or its 
employees will not be considered as CSR activities. 
2. CSR rules do not specify minimum spending on CSR activities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
[A] 1 only [B] 2 only [C] Both 1 and 2 [D] Neither 1 nor 2
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• Development initiatives, education, capacity building, expansion of diplomatic 
footprint, and defence cooperation are expected to be on the agenda when New 
Delhi hosts the Fourth India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) 2026 in May-end, official 
sources said on Tuesday. 

• Plans for the summit will be presented by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on 
Thursday, the Ministry of External Affairs has announced.

• India has been holding consultations with partner countries in Africa as the plans for 
the IAFS have been under way for some time.

• The upcoming summit is especially significant as it is being held after more than a 
decade as the third IAFS was held in October 2015. 



• The India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) is a celebration of the close partnership between 
Africa and India, started in 2008.

• It was decided to hold the summits every three years, alternately in India and Africa. New 
Delhi was the venue in 2008 and Addis Ababa in 2011.

• India by consistently holding India- Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) in places like New Delhi 
(2008), Addis Ababa (2011) and New Delhi (2015) has already forged ties with the 54 African 
states through the African Union (AU).

• Political connection during the colonial era was linked through M.K Gandhi who began his 
political career in South Africa, became the leader of colonized and established Indian Natal 
Congress in 1894.

• After India got independent, it raised voice for African liberation taking their case to all the 
available international forums. End of racial struggle and decolonization became the rallying 
point of India–Africa relations.



Q. Consider the following statements: (2016)

The India-Africa Summit

1. held in 2015 was the third such Summit
2. was actually initiated by Jawaharlal Nehru in 1951
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Mains Question

“Africa holds the key to India’s aspirations of becoming a global power.” 
Examine this statement in the context of geopolitics, economy, and South-
South cooperation.

“अफ्रीका, भारत की वैश्ववक शश्तत बनने की आकाांक्षाओां की क ां जी है।” इस 
कथन का भू-राजनीतत, अथथव्यवस्था तथा दक्षक्षण-दक्षक्षण सहयोग के सांदभथ में 
परीक्षण कीश्जए।
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• India is by no means the only country thus affected, but as the world’s most 
populous nation, it is bound to feel the effects more acutely. 

• A cursory list of U.S. sanctions with which India has partially or fully complied is both 
illustrative and eye-opening. Since May 2019, India has not purchased any Iranian or 
Venezuelan oil following U.S. President Donald Trump’s demand for ‘zeroing out. 

• India faced similar secondary sanctions from the U.S., during 2012-14, when the 
Barack Obama administration used them as leverage in Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA) negotiations (the Iran nuclear deal).

• While India reduced its imports of Iranian oil from about 18.5 million tonnes in 2010-
2011 to 11 million tonnes in 2013-2014, it never agreed to halt them altogether.



• In 2015, following the signing of the JCPOA, India stepped up its oil imports again 
and also signed a strategic connectivity trilateral agreement with Iran and 
Afghanistan to develop the Chabahar port, along with road and rail links connecting 
it to Afghanistan and Central Asia.

• Early in his second term in 2025, Mr. Trump pushed India to end all its imports of 
Russian oil, adding a 25% penalty on top of existing 25% tariffs to enforce his 
demand

• former Reserve Bank of India Governor Urjit Patel concludes in his book The Great 
Sanctions Hack. According to his research, the U.S. stands out as the world’s main 
sanctioning power, having imposed 365 sanctions in the present century, with the 
European Union a distant second at about 133. Only 12 counter-sanctions by China, 
Russia and Iran are active.



• Conversely, when India ignored sanctions such as Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) and purchased Russian S-400 air defence systems in 
2018, it faced no U.S. penalties and benefitted from the decision, as during Operation 
Sindoor (May 2025).

• Had India not complied with sanctions against the Chabahar port, built rail and road 
infrastructure in Iran, and not curtailed its plans for the International North South 
Transport Corridor (INSTC) through Iran’s Bandar Abbas, it may have had connectivity in 
place that could have reduced its dependence on imports coming through the Strait of 
Hormuz today.

• CAATSA is a law that came into effect in the US in 2017, meant to punish countries 
having deep engagements with Russia, North Korea, and Iran using economic sanctions.

• It said countries having a “significant transaction” with Russian intelligence and military 
agents will be subject to at least five kinds of sanctions.





Mains Question

Discuss the implications of potential U.S. sanctions on India under 
laws such as CAATSA. How do such measures affect India’s 
strategic autonomy?

CAATSA जैसे अमेररकी कानूनों के तहत भारत पर सांभाववत प्रततबांधों 
के प्रभावों की चचाथ कीश्जए। ऐसे उपाय भारत की सामररक 
स्वायत्तता को ककस प्रकार प्रभाववत करते हैं?
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• While Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address to the nation on April 18 differed 
from a speech he made at a similar election-eve juncture in 2019, it was nonetheless 
problematic. 

• In 2019, following a successful anti-satellite missile test, private news channels aired 
a speech by Mr. Modi extolling the mission and his government’s commitment to the 
country’s technological prowess even as the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) was in 
force ahead of the general election. 

• Late last week, Mr. Modi’s transgression was greater as Doordarshan and Sansad TV 
broadcast his speech even as he accused the Congress, DMK, Trinamool Congress 
and Samajwadi Party of committing the “sin of foeticide” after they blocked the 
combined women’s reservation and delimitation Bills, and suggested that women 
voters would punish them electorally in the Tamil Nadu and West Bengal elections 
on April 23.



• The Model Code of Conduct is a comprehensive set of guidelines issued by the ECI to regulate the 
behavior of political parties, candidates, and the government during the election period. 

• Objective: To maintain the purity of the electoral process, ensure peace and order during 
campaigning, and prevent the ruling party from gaining an unfair advantage through state resources. 

• No Direct Statutory Backing: The MCC itself is not a legally enforceable statute. It is a moral code built 
on political consensus. 

• Constitutional Authority: The ECI enforces the MCC under Article 324 of the Constitution, which 
mandates the superintendence, direction, and control of elections. 

• Indirect Legal Enforcement: While the MCC is not a law, many of its provisions are enforceable 
through corresponding sections in existing statutes. For example, bribery, intimidation, and 
impersonation are punishable under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860 (now Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
2023), and the Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951 (e.g., Section 123 deals with "corrupt 
practices"). 



• Duration: The MCC comes into operation the moment the ECI announces the 
election schedule and remains active until the election results are declared. 

• Evolution: The concept first originated during the 1960 Kerala Assembly elections as 
a voluntary consensus among political parties.  

• It was first widely circulated during the 1962 simultaneous elections, where parties 
largely followed it. In 1979, the EC introduced a comprehensive MCC, later refined 
through consultations with political parties to curb money and muscle power. 

• In 1991, the MCC was strictly enforced and institutionalized under the leadership of 
then-Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan, transforming it into a powerful tool 
for electoral purity. 



• General Conduct: Prohibits activities that aggregate existing differences, cause tension among 
communities, or appeal to caste and communal feelings for securing votes.  

• Places of worship cannot be used as forums for election propaganda. 
• Meetings and Processions: Political parties must inform local police authorities in advance about the 

venue and time of meetings to ensure adequate security and traffic arrangements.  
• Processions by rival parties must not clash or disrupt each other. 

• Polling Day: Restricts the entry of unauthorized persons into polling booths. No campaigning is 
allowed within 100 meters of the polling station, and the serving of liquor or eatables near booths is 
strictly banned. 

• Observers: ECI appoints General, Expenditure, and Police Observers to whom candidates can report 
breaches. 

• Party in Power: Ministers are prohibited from combining official visits with electioneering. 
Government transport, machinery, and personnel cannot be used for campaign purposes. 



Mains Question

Examine the significance of the Model Code of Conduct in ensuring free and 
fair elections in India. What are its limitations?

भारत में स्वतंत्र एवं निष्पक्ष चुिाव सुनिश्चचत करिे में Model Code of 
Conduct की भूममका का परीक्षण कीश्िए। इसकी सीमाएँ क्या हैं?
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• India is staring at an energy reality it can no longer ignore. The gas crisis of 2026, 
marked by liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) shortages, volatile liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) prices, and soaring import bills, is not a temporary disruption. 

• LNG imports are projected to hit 28 million metric tonnes (MMT)-29 MMT this year, 
even as domestic gas production meets barely half of the requirement. Meanwhile, 
energy demand is expected to triple by 2047.

• This widening gap between demand and domestic supply is not sustainable. 

• Every global price shock, geopolitical disruption, and currency fluctuation directly 
impacts India’s economy — fuelling inflation, straining public finances, and exposing 
systemic vulnerabilities.



•  India has invested in LNG infrastructure, with regasification capacity exceeding 50 
MMT annually. Yet, utilisation remains stuck at 50%-60% due to pipeline constraints 
and demand mismatches. LPG supply chains are even more fragile, heavily 
dependent on imports from West Asia.

• The recent disruptions — which led to shortages in cities such as Mumbai and 
Bengaluru and triggered price spikes of up to five times — highlight just how 
exposed India remains. 

• Compressed Biogas (CBG) offers India a rare combination of energy security, 
environmental sustainability and rural economic growth. The country has an 
estimated potential of 62 MMT of CBG annually from agricultural residues, animal 
waste, and municipal solid waste.



• Initiatives such as Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) and 
Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources (GOBAR-DHAN) have laid the groundwork, offering 
assured offtake, financial incentives, and a clear vision for a bioenergy ecosystem. But 
progress on the ground has been slow.

• India can scale CBG production to 20 MMT by 2030. But the benefits go far beyond numbers. 
A robust CBG ecosystem would reduce stubble burning, improve air quality, create rural jobs 
and enhance farmer incomes. It would turn waste into wealth and shift India toward a truly 
circular economy.

• The lesson from the current crisis is clear: incremental fixes will not work. India needs a 
structural shift in how it produces and consumes energy. The success of the ethanol 
blending programme shows that large-scale transformation is possible when policy clarity 
meets execution discipline. CBG can — and must — be the next big success story.
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• on April 6, as the crew of the NASA Artemis II mission swung around the moon in 
their spacecraft, they photographed the earth rising above the lunar limb — an 
earthset — only months after the first casualty of coordinated strikes by the U.S. and 
Israel against Iran was a girls’ primary school.

• In 2015, the U.S. passed a law that allows its citizens to possess, use, and sell 
resources extracted from the moon, and which the Artemis Accords use as a 
governing norm.

• The Accords also introduce “safety zones” around lunar sites ostensibly to prevent 
harmful interference. 

• The U.S.’s space governance framework is more transparent than China’s. The 
Accords also articulate principles of peaceful use and emergency assistance.



• Even the Accords sidestep the multilateral process of the UN Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space in favour of forging bilateral agreements, while still formally 
acknowledging the Committee’s role. 

• In fact, they risk allowing practices among a subset of states to become the industry’s rules 
before other states can reach consensus through multilateral negotiations. 

• If the U.S. expects to be a credible leader in space, it must desist from erecting a governance 
architecture for the moon that, by excluding China, effectively sets up a confrontation. 
Instead, it must pursue treaty-level rules on lunar resources that give all nations a stake. 

• This requires the U.S. to engage with the 1979 Moon Agreement, which calls for an 
international regime to govern their exploitation. While the claim that the Agreement 
deters private investment has merit, that is no reason to foreclose a multilateral framework.
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