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• The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) on Wednesday 
notified rules allowing registration of e-sport games and the firms running them, 
which will come to effect from May 1. The rules come as subordinate legislation for 
the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025, which prohibited real 
money gaming in India.

• The Online Gaming Authority of India (OGAI), which will run as an attached office 
within MeitY as a fully digital organisation, has been set up under the rules. 
Representatives from the Ministries of Home Affairs and Law have been added to 
the OGAI.

• Under the new rules, registration for “online social games” will only be required and 
triggered when the Centre notifies a specific category of games as requiring such 
registration. Registration for e-sports is mandatory.



• IT Secretary S. Krishnan told the media that the rules have enabling provisions to regulate 
and require age classifications of video games in the future, should the government deem it 
necessary to address issues like addiction.

• The rules provide for a “code of practice” the the IT Ministry could notify in the future 
covering video games, such as games with microtransactions.

Online games are classified in the following manner:
• E-Sports: Recognized as a legitimate sport, competitive digital sports played through 

organized tournaments, requiring skill.
• Online Social Games: Primarily skill-based games designed for entertainment, or social 

interaction. Examples: Wordle.
• Online Money Games: Games involving financial stakes, whether based on chance, skill, or 

both. Players pay fees or deposit money with the expectation of monetary or other gains. 
Examples: Dream11, Poker,  Rummy.
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• The Mahanadi Water Disputes Tribunal (MWDT) may soon deliver its judgment on the 
water-sharing formula between Odisha and Chhattisgarh with both States failing to place a 
concrete proposal for mutual settlement. The tribunal has given a last opportunity to the 
two States to come up with a formula by May 2, the next date of hearing.

• The 851-km-long Mahanadi river, which originates from the Amarkantak hills in the Bastar 
plateau of Chhattisgarh, flows for 494 km in Odisha before meeting with the Bay of Bengal.

• Following its formation as a separate State, Chhattisgarh’s demand for water skyrocketed, 
which led it to create major, medium, and minor irrigation projects, including industrial 
barrages. 

• When Odisha found out there was considerable reduction in Mahanadi water in its territory, 
it noticed Chhattisgarh’s extensive upstream construction and increased water usage.



• The Mahanadi River system is the third largest of peninsular India after Godavari and 
Krishna, and the largest river of Odisha state.

• The catchment area of the river extends to Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 
Jharkhand and Maharashtra.

• Its basin is bounded by the Central India hills on the north, by the Eastern Ghats on 
the south and east and by the Maikala range in the west.

Source:
• It rises from a place near Sihawa, near Raipur in the state of Chhattisgarh to the 

south of Amarkantak.

Major Tributaries:
• The Seonath, the Hasdeo, the Mand and the Ib joins Mahanadi from left whereas 

the Ong, the Tel and the Jonk joins it from right.



Mahanadi River Dispute:
• The Central Government constituted Mahanadi Water Disputes Tribunal in 2018.

Major Dams/Projects on Mahanadi:
• Hirakud Dam: This is the longest dam of India.
• Ravishankar Sagar, Dudhawa Reservoir, Sondur Reservoir, Hasdeo Bango and Tandula are other major 

projects.

Urban Centres :
• Three important urban centres in the basin are Raipur, Durg and Cuttack.

Industries:
• Mahanadi basin, because of its rich mineral resource and adequate power resource, has a favourable 

industrial climate.
• Iron and Steel plant at Bhilai
• Aluminium factories at Hirakud and Korba
• Paper mill near Cuttack
• Cement factory at Sundargarh.



Q. Consider the following rivers: (2015)

1. Vamsadhara
2. lndravati
3. Pranahita 
4. Pennar
Which of the above are tributaries of Godavari?

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1, 2 and 4
(d) 2 and 3 only



Prelims



• INS Nireekshak, the Indian Navy’s Diving Support and Submarine Rescue Vessel, 
arrived in Colombo on Tuesday to participate in the fourth edition of the India-Sri 
Lanka Diving Exercise (DIVEX 2026), scheduled from April 21. 

• According to the Indian Navy, the bilateral exercise will be conducted over a week 
and brings together diving teams from both navies to undertake specialised 
underwater operations. 

• The engagement aims at enhancing interoperability, operational cohesion, and the 
exchange of best practices between the two maritime forces. 

• The vessel was accorded a ceremonial welcome by the Sri Lankan Navy.
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• More than 8,40,000 people die each year around the globe from health conditions 
linked to psychosocial risks, including long working hours, job insecurity, and 
workplace harassment, according to a new global report by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) released in Geneva on Wednesday.

• These work-related psychosocial risks are mainly associated with cardiovascular 
diseases and mental disorders, including suicide, according to the report titled “The 
psychosocial working environment: global developments and pathways for action”.

• The report prescribes policy interventions at both levels of government and industry 
to address the situation, along with empowering collectivisation of the workforce.



• The report said work-related psychosocial risks represent a major and growing threat to workers’ 
safety and health, organisational productivity, and broader economic performance. 

• Psychosocial risk factors are responsible for more than 8,40,000 deaths annually due to associated 
cardiovascular diseases and mental disorders, the report added. 

• “The ILO estimates that globally, 35% of workers work more than 48 hours per week. 

• Exposure to bullying and other forms of violence and harassment is another major concern. 

• The ILO estimates that 23% of workers globally have experienced at least one form of violence or 
harassment in their working life, with psychological violence being the most prevalent at 18%,” the 
report said.

• The ILO estimated the figure of over 840,000 deaths per year by using two key sources of evidence, 
including the global prevalence of five major psychosocial risk factors at work — job strain, effort-
reward imbalance, job insecurity, long working hours, and workplace bullying and harassment.



• Established in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles as an affiliated agency of the League of Nations.
• Became the first affiliated specialized agency of the United Nations in 1946.
• Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
• Founding Mission: social justice is essential to universal and lasting peace.
• Promotes internationally recognized human and labour rights.
• Received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1969.

The eight-core conventions of the ILO are:
• Forced Labour Convention (No. 29)
• Abolition of Forced Labour Convention (No.105)
• Equal Remuneration Convention (No.100)
• Discrimination (Employment Occupation) Convention (No.111)
• Minimum Age Convention (No.138)
• Worst forms of Child Labour Convention (No.182)
• Freedom of Association and Protection of Right to Organised Convention (No.87)
• Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention (No.98)



• India is a founding member of the ILO and it has been a permanent member of the ILO Governing 
Body since 1922.

• International labour standards are legal instruments drawn up by the ILO’s constituents 
(governments, employers and workers) and setting out basic principles and rights at work. They are 
either:

• Conventions and Protocols: They are legally binding international treaties that member States may 
ratify, or

• Recommendations: They serve as non-binding guidelines.
• Conventions, Protocols and Recommendations are drawn up by representatives of governments, 

employers and workers and are adopted at the annual International Labour Conference.
• India has not ratified the two core/fundamental conventions, namely Freedom of Association and 

Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87) and Right to Organise and Collective 
Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98).





Prelims



• Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Shri Bhupender Yadav 
on Tuesday announced the designation of Shekha Jheel Bird Sanctuary in Aligarh, 
Uttar Pradesh, as a Ramsar site, taking India’s total to 99 and the State’s tally to 12.

• Highlighting the ecological importance of the site, Shri Yadav said Shekha Jheel acts 
as a crucial stopover on the Central Asian Flyway, providing a vital habitat for 
migratory birds such as the Bar-headed Goose, Painted Stork and various ducks 
during the winter season. The Minister also encouraged people to visit the site.

• Patna Bird Sanctuary (Uttar Pradesh) and Chhari-Dhand (Gujarat) as Ramsar sites, 
raising the national total to 98

• Ramsar Convention on Wetlands in 1971 at Ramsar, Iran. 
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• In 2009, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh identified LWE as the most serious internal 
security threat facing the nation. In April 2010, India witnessed its deadliest Maoist 
attack on security forces, resulting in the loss of 76 Central Reserve Police Force 
personnel in Dantewada (Chhattisgarh).

• Sixteen years later, on March 30, 2026, during the Budget session of Parliament, 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah informed the House that India is now free of Maoist 
insurgency. It is important to acknowledge what this has required — and what it 
signals. 

• For a post-LWE future, that credibility must translate into local value economies in 
erstwhile affected districts and blocks that have long lived with the double bind of 
extractive development and a resource curse.



• That shift must now be deepened by strengthening forest produce systems with fair 
procurement and local processing; agroforestry and allied livelihoods; incentives for small 
and medium enterprises through capital support; community-led eco-tourism; and regional 
economic plans that enable stable employment close to home. Designed with safeguards, 
and ensuring benefit-sharing and genuine local ownership, these measures can lead to 
dignified livelihoods that end insecurity and fear.

• However, this economic transition will be achieved only if administrative presence sustains 
beyond the strategic “area domination” exercise. 

• Rural roads, schools, health services, banking access, women’s collectivisation, nutrition 
systems and accountable frontline delivery must be pursued swiftly and predictably, 
alongside patient community listening and respectful citizen engagement — treating people 
not as “beneficiaries” but as rights-bearing stakeholders.



• This framework can drive focused convergence — the Aspirational Districts and 
Aspirational Blocks framework for monitoring; tribal-first missions such as Pradhan 
Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyaan (PM-JANMAN) and Dharti Aaba 
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan (DAJUGA) for saturation and inclusion; the Adi 
Karmayogi Abhiyan for capacity-building of field systems; and constitutional 
provisions such as Article 275(1) and Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) grants, backed by 16th 
Finance Commission-enabled devolution — to close last-mile gaps at the panchayat 
level.
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• President Donald Trump’s decision to extend the ceasefire with Iran indefinitely underscores the wide 
gap between his social media victory declarations and the ground reality in the Persian Gulf. Mr. 
Trump, who, along with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, launched the war on Iran on 
February 28, claims that all of Iran’s military capabilities have been destroyed. 

• Yet, he appears to have no viable military option to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, which Iran’s Navy 
shut after the war began. 

• He also said that Iran was begging for a deal because it had no other choice, but Tehran, in open 
defiance, refused to send a delegation to Pakistan for a second round of talks with the U.S. Snubbed 
by Iran and with no viable military options as the two-week ceasefire neared expiry, Mr. Trump on 
Wednesday extended the truce while maintaining the blockade on Iranian ports to keep up the 
economic pressure. 

• This is the second time in two weeks that he has taken a U-turn, suggesting that he is seeking a way 
out of the deadlock.



• When Mr. Trump announced the ceasefire on April 8, a key sticking point was Israel’s war in Lebanon. 
Last week, he forced Mr. Netanyahu to declare a limited ceasefire in Lebanon following which Iran 
said it would open the Strait of Hormuz for commercial traffic, raising hopes for a settlement. 

• But instead of advancing the diplomacy, he set the process back by announcing that he would not lift 
the U.S. blockade of Iranian ports. Iran swiftly reversed its decision and tightened its control over the 
Strait. 

• When the U.S. seized an Iran-flagged vessel in the Gulf of Oman, apparently to increase pressure on 
the country’s leadership, Iran cancelled the talks altogether. Mr. Trump’s extension of the ceasefire is 
only a tactical pause, not an end to the war. 

• None of the outstanding issues — Iran’s nuclear programme, its control of the Hormuz Strait and U.S. 
sanctions — has been resolved. If the strategic deadlock persists, keeping Iran and the global 
economy on the brink, one of the parties could again resort to violence to break the impasse. 
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• Strengthening trade and technology ties between India and Republic of Korea (South Korea) was at 
the top of the list of outcomes from the two-day visit of President Lee Jae Myung to Delhi and 
meetings with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

• The visit, eight years after the last by a South Korean President and seven since Mr. Modi’s trip to 
Seoul, was long overdue and focused on building futuristic ties amid the recent global turmoil. 

• The two leaders committed to taking trade levels to $50 billion by the end of the decade, launched a 
joint vision for the India-RoK Special Strategic Partnership, framework statements on shipbuilding and 
maritime logistics, energy resource security and sustainability, and signed 15 memoranda of 
understanding on cooperation in a number of economic areas. 

• In particular, the two nations are seeking to use Korean technology skill and India’s capacity to scale 
to build partnerships in critical minerals and quantum computing as they have in manufacturing 
heavy equipment and consumer goods; a number of Korean companies are household names in 
India, which has become the largest production base for many of these companies.



• Despite the present-day successes, an ancient history dating back to Korean princess 
Suriratna (also known as Heo Hwang-ok) who was believed to have travelled from 
“Ayuta” or Ayodhya, and plans for the future, India-South Korea ties have belied 
their potential. 

• The current level of $27 billion in bilateral trade is particularly low for two 
economies among the world’s top 15 by GDP. 

• Korean dramas and K-pop are popular in India while Indian cultural and religious 
influence is evident in South Korea; yet, tourist flows remain low

• Both countries have many common concerns and have much to lose at present from 
the effects of the U.S.-Israel war with Iran, disruptions in maritime trade and long-
term energy shortages. 
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