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said would happen soon while adding that it would come into force within this year.

•India and New Zealand on Monday signed a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that Prime
Ministers of both the countries hailed as a “historic” step towards deepening trade,
investment, and people-to-people ties.

•The FTA, signed by Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and his New Zealand 
counterpart, Todd McClay, in New Delhi, will see New Zealand removing tariffs on all
goods imported from India, while India will remove or reduce tariffs on 95% of
current imports from New Zealand.

•This FTA, discussions for which were announced in March 2025 and concluded in 
December 2025, is one of the fastest India has negotiated.

• The deal still needs to be ratified by New Zealand’s Parliament, which Mr. McClay



Q. The term ‘Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership’ often appears in the news

inthe contextoftheaffairsofagroupofcountriesknownas(2016)

(a)G20 

(b) ASEAN

(c) SCO

(d) SAARC
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•Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday arrived in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic, 
leading a high-level Indian delegation for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Defence Ministers’ Meeting on Tuesday.

•On the sidelines of the meeting, Mr. Singh is expected to hold bilateral discussions 
with his counterparts from Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, and other
participating nations, aimed at strengthening defence cooperation and expanding
strategic ties.

•Sources in the Defence Ministry said the meeting would bring together the Defence
Ministers of SCO member states to deliberate on key regional and global security
challenges, international peace, counter-terrorism efforts, and enhancing defence
collaboration within the grouping.



• Established on June 15, 2001 in Shanghai, the SCO is one of the largest regional organisations focusing
on political, economic, andsecurity cooperation. 

Its members are India, Russia, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
Iran, and Belarus.

India became a full member of the SCO in 2017 and assumed the rotating chairmanship in 2023, 
further deepening its engagement with the grouping.

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation is an Eurasian intergovernmental organisation and economic and
security alliance.
Origin: Began as the “Shanghai Five” (1996)—China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan—
focusing on resolving border disputes and fostering security.
In 2001, Uzbekistan joined, and the group evolved into the SCO with a wider mandate of cooperation.
SCO mainly focuses on regional development and security issues like regional terrorism, ethnic
separatism, religious extremism, etc.
Official languages: Russian and Chinese.
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Council of Heads of State (CHS): Supreme decision-making body.
 

 
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS): Tashkent-based counterterrorism body.
The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is a permanent organ of the SCO that
serves to promote cooperation of member states against the three evils of terrorism,
separatism and extremism.
It is headquartered in Tashkent.
The head of RATS is elected for a three-year term.
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Councilof Headsof Government(CHG):Focusesoneconomicpolicies and 
cooperation.
Secretariat (Beijing): Administrativehub.
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BRICS is a collaborative intergovernmental organization of major emerging
economies, established to enhance economic cooperation and amplify the global
political and economic influence of its members. 
The acronym originally stood for Brazil, Russia, India, and China, with South Africa
joining later in 2010. 
Key Purpose: Its core objectives include promoting trade and investment among
members, reforming global governance institutions like the UN and IMF, and
establishing alternative financial systems to reduce dollar dependency. 
It aims to counterbalance Western influence and advocate for a more multipolar
world order. 
Foundation and Evolution: The term BRIC was first coined by economist Jim O'Neill 
in 2001. The group began formal cooperation at the 2006 G-8 Outreach Summit and
held its first official summit in Russia in 2009.
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Framework Programme (2015). 

Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and UAE became full member of BRICS from January 2024 and
IndonesiainJanuary 2025.

Belarus, Bolivia, Kazakhstan, Cuba, Malaysia, Nigeria, Thailand, Uganda, Uzbekistan and Vietnam 
joined BRICS as Partner Countries in 2025.

New Development Bank (NDB): NDB is a multilateral development bank established by BRICS 
countries in 2015 to mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable development projects in
emerging markets and developing countries (EMDCs). 
Significance: BRICS represents about 45% of the world's population and accounts for 37.3% of global
GDP (inpurchasing powerparity terms),collectivelysurpassing the economicshareofthe G7(29.3%). 

Key Initiatives: Key initiatives are the New Development Bank (NDB, 2014), the Contingent Reserve 

Arrangement(CRA), theBRICS Grain Exchange, and the Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) 
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and “Data literacy” as necessary for school students. 

Learners need to start cultivating logical thinking from an early stage and gradually
build problem-solving skills. They also need opportunities to develop a basic
understanding of AI as part of their broader digital learning.

Recently, the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) decided to introduce a
Computational Thinking (CT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) curriculum for classes 3-8,
which will begin from the 2026-27 academic session. 

CT skills generally refer to abstraction, decomposition, pattern recognition, and
algorithmic thinking. These skills are required to reason about intelligent systems 
and to understand how machine learning differs from rule-based computation.

• UNESCO also identifies topics such as “What is AI?”, “Foundations of computing”,



•

•

 
reasoning. 

This approach can therefore contribute to ongoing efforts to move classroom

practices away from rote-based methods.

 
have the potential to encourage inquiry-driven, reflective learning rather than
traditional rote-based methods. 

There are, of course, risks associated with children interacting with AI. The CBSE
curriculum includes introductory discussions on AI fairness, responsible use, and
digital safety. 

•

• The CBSE curriculum emphasises practical modelling, reflection, and ethical

OneprobleminIndianeducationisthehabitofrotelearning.CTandAIlearning 



Mains Question“Artificial Intelligence is transforming the learning ecosystem, but its impact on 
students is a double-edged sword.”
Critically examine the opportunities and challenges posed by AI in the education sector.(250words)“कृृ त्रिम बुद्धधमत्ता लिक्षा प्रणािी को बदि िही हैै, पिंं तु छािों पि इसका प्रभाव द्ववधािी 
तिवाि केे  समाि हैै।”
शशक्षा क्षेत्र में AI केे  अवसरों एवं चुनौततयों का समालोचनात्मक परीक्षण कीजिए। (250 

शब्द)
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• It is alleged that lakhs of voters have been removed from the voter list in States
whereelectionshavebeen heldrecently.

Even the Supreme Court of India’s innovative idea of tribunals could not get these
voters back onto the list, mainly because of the near-total mess created by the ECI’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls exercise.

The issue of the elimination of people from the voter list revolves around the
question of citizenship. 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has invented the term “logical discrepancy”
todeletevotersfromthevoters’list inthe recentelections(the StatesofAssam,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, and the Union Territory of Puducherry). 

•

•



•

•
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Instead, the ECI announced a list of documents at the time of initiating the SIR in Bihar. 
Since many documents that citizens normally use for various purposes, such as Aadhaar
card, ration card, and even the photo voter identity card issued by the ECI itself, were not
accepted by the ECI as proof of citizenship, people began running helter-skelter in search of
the documents listed by the ECI.

Article 326 enjoins that every person who is a citizen of India and who is not less than 18
years ofageand who is not disqualified undertheConstitutionor lawshallbeentitledtobe
registered “as a voter at any election”. Thus, citizenship is the basic requirement for anyone
to be registered as a voter.

The citizenship law is administered by the Union Home Ministry. Therefore, it is the duty of
the Ministry to announce the list of documents required to prove the citizenship of Indians.
However, as far as is known, the Ministry has not issued any such list.

•
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constituency or part of it for reasons to be recorded. 

 
shall be revised before each general election and before a bye-election and also in
any year as directed by the ECI. 

Does the ECI have the power under Article 324 to determine what documents the
citizens should produce to prove their citizenship? 

The simple answer is that such power is vested in the Union Home Ministry, and it is
the constitutional duty of the Home Ministry to announce publicly the documents
required for this purpose. The ECI can only verify those documents while enrolling
citizens in the voters’ list. 

ApartfromthesetheECIcanalsoundertakeaspecial revision of the roll of a 

Section21inTheRepresentationOfThePeopleAct,1950saysthattheelectoralroll •

•



•

best of their ability.

Rule 25 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 explains that the revision can be
donesummarilyor intensively,whichmakes itclear thatpre-election revisionis summary
in nature and the revision done in any year (when there is no election coming up) is
intensive.

A combined reading of Section 21(2) of The Representation Of The People Act, 1950,
and Rule 25 of the Registration of Electors Rules makes it clear that only a summary
revision of the rules can be done before the general election or any bye-election.

Rule 8 clearly states that the occupants of the dwelling houses shall furnish the
information called for to the best of their ability. This should mean that the ECI will
have to accept the information that the occupants of the house have collected to the 

•

•
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concurrence of two-thirds of its legislators. 
In 2023, the Supreme Court of India elaborated that the legislature party cannot dictate the course of
the political party, and the two cannot be conflated. Two-thirds of the members of the legislature
party of the original party must accept a merger for it to be valid under the anti-defection law.

That is no reason to ignore the brazen misinterpretation — invoked by the gang of seven and
acceptedby the ChairmanoftheRajya Sabha —of theTenthScheduleoftheConstitution,which bars
the defection of elected representatives from their original party. 

On April 24, seven of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)’s 10 Rajya Sabha members announced their merger
withtheBharatiyaJanata Party (BJP). TheRajya SabhaChairmanhasaccepted theirclaimofmerger,
raising the BJP’s strength in the Upper House to 113 and the combined strength of the National
Democratic Alliance above the halfway mark for the first time. 

The mergerexceptionin theScheduleis clear that a party can merge with another, subject to the •

•
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One provision, Rule 3(4), would require platforms to comply with a wide array of
government-issued instruments, including advisories, directions and standard
operating procedures, as a condition for retaining “safe harbour” protection under
Section 79 of the IT Act. 

In plain terms, platforms would be legally safer if they follow government
instructions, even when those instructions do not arise from formal law.

 
Singhal vs Union of India (2015), which held that platforms are only required to act
on unlawful content when they receive a court order or a government notification
grounded in law. 

By allowing informal directives to trigger compliance obligations, the draft rules
appear to dilute that constitutional safeguard.

• This sits uneasily with the Supreme Court of India’s landmark ruling in Shreya



• The likely result is not targeted moderation but broad over-censorship. Faced with uncertain and
potentiallyunpublisheddirectives, platforms willerr on theside ofremoval.Itisthepredictablelogic
of risk management. When liability is unclear, speech becomes expendable.

 In 2021, the Bombay High Court stayed key provisions of the IT Rules, citing concerns under Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution. The Madras High Court later observed that such oversight could
undermine media independence. Those challenges remain pending. Yet, the new draft effectively
reconstructs the same architecture while those questions are unresolved.

The short public consultation period, which ended on April 14, only heightens the concern. Changes 
of this magnitude deserve wider debate, legislative scrutiny and careful alignment with existing 
judicial rulings.

India’s digital public sphere has grown precisely because it has allowed a diversity of voices, from
professional journalists to ordinary citizens. That openness has always required some regulation. The
question now is whether the new rules preserve that openness or narrow it through administrative
control.

•

•

•
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