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than the 4.07% recorded in 2024-25.

Growth in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) slowed to a five-month low of 4.1%
in March 2026, the first month of data after the West Asia crisis began, pulled down
by a near-halving in construction sector growth rates and low growth in consumer-
centric sectors.

Data released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation on
Tuesday showed that growth in the IIP has been slowing since January, even before
the West Asia crisis broke out on February 28. 

Economists point out that the full economic impact of the crisis will play out over the
next few months. 

• Forthefullfinancialyear2025-26,growth in the IIP stood at 4.1%, marginally faster 
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and fertilizers, listed in descending order of their share. 

IIP is a monthly volume index that measures short-term changes in industrial output.
Formula used: The index is calculated as a simple weighted arithmetic mean using
Laspeyres’ formula.
Sectors covered: It tracks production in key industrial sectors and shows whether
activity is expanding or contracting over a period.

IIP covers three broad sectors: Manufacturing (77.6% weight), Mining (14.4%), and
Electricity (8%). 

The eight core industries together account for about 40.27% of the weight of items
included in the IIP.

• Thesearerefineryproducts,electricity,steel,coal,crude oil, natural gas, cement, 
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Key high-frequency indicator of industrial momentum.
Inputs for GDP nowcasting, monetary/fiscal policy, capacity and investment
planning.

 

Published by: It is published by the The National Statistical Office (NSO) , Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).
It is compiled and published every month, six weeks after the reference month ends.
Base year: The current base year is 2011–12, adopted to reflect the modern 
industrial structure.
The base has been periodically revised from earlier years such as 1937, 1946, 1951,
and 1956, and so on, to keep the index relevant.

Significance

Used to gauge business cycles and sectoral performance.
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•The UAE announced on Tuesday that it will leave the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) effective May 1, stripping the oil cartel of one of its
largest producers and further weakening its leverage over global oil supplies and
prices.

•Making the announcement via its state-run WAM news agency, the UAE said it 
would also be leaving the wider OPEC+ group, which Russia had led in order to try to
stabilise oil prices.

•“This decision reflects the UAE’s long-term strategic and economic vision and 
evolving energy profile, including accelerated investment in domestic energy
production, and reinforces its commitment to a responsible, reliable, and forward-

 looking role in global energy markets,” the UAE said.



Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries •

OPEC works to coordinate oil policies among member countries to ensure stable
prices, steady supply to consumers, and fair returns for investors. 

OPEC nations produce about 30% of the world’s crude oil, hold 80% of proven
reserves, and account for nearly half of global exports, with Saudi Arabia as the
largest producer among the OPEC. 

 
Conference, in 1960 by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela,
headquartered in Vienna, Austria. 

OPEC currently has 12 members, including Algeria, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria,
Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Venezuela.

The OPEC is a permanent intergovernmental organization founded at the Baghdad
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•OPEC+ was formed in 2016 as an alliance between OPEC and 10 other oil producers 
to address declining oil prices due to US shale oil growth. 

•OPEC+ includes the OPEC members plus Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan, and Sudan. 

•The OPEC and OPEC+ countries combined produce about 60% of global oil 
production. 
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the platform said.
The platform said its probe fanned out from the initial “seed” input from government
sources to identify and run down the creators or administrators behind scam operations
such as digital arrests or accounts actively promoting scam activity within groups and
channels.

Documents placed on record in the Supreme Court show WhatsApp asserting to the Home
Ministrythatitdetectedandbannedup to9,400accountslinkedto“digitalarrests”and
“law enforcement impersonations” after independent investigations.
The platform said it had focused on bringing down the entire network of scamsters, mostly
activein Cambodia.

Warning signals sent from probe agencies and the Union government are not treated as 

isolated orone-offreports, but as a “seed” to map and disrupt the entire criminal network, 
•

•
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The report said several steps were discussed in a meeting convened by the Inter-
Departmental Committee under the chairmanship of the Special Secretary (Internal 
Security) in March. WhatsApp, along with major telecom service providers (TSPs) such as
Airtel, Vodafone-Idea, Reliance Jio, and BSNL, were invited.
WhatsApp said its work on SIM binding — linking the account with the physical SIM card —
was on and the platform would comply with the provisions of the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. These include the
provisions related to identification and labelling of ‘Synthetically Generated Information’
(SGI) commonly used in video calls made for ‘digital arrests’.

The communication between WhatsApp and the Home Ministry was annexed to a status
report filed on behalf of the Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre (I4C) by the Ministry.
Attorney-General R. Venkataramani appears for the Ministry in the Supreme Court.
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The report said the online platform has introduced detection models and warning
mechanisms to identify impersonation patterns and alert users. It had further 
agreed to retain data of deleted accounts for a minimum period of 180 days to assist
law enforcement investigations.

Recently, Chief Justice of India Surya Kant had flagged digital arrest scams the “most
disturbing” and lethal among cybercrimes, which not only result in merely financial
loss to victims but also a “blistering sense of violation”. The CJI had said that such
crimes must not be seen as mere economic offences, but an offence against human
dignity.

The Home Ministry had clocked over 2.41 lakh complaints related to digital arrests
scams alone, involving losses of approximately ₹30,000 crore.



Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C)

•About: I4C was launched by the Ministry of Home Affairs in 2020 to deal with all 
types of cyber crimes including cyber fraud in a comprehensive and coordinated
manner.

Objectives of I4C:
•To act as a nodal point to curb Cybercrime in the country.
•  
•Facilitate easy filing Cybercrime related complaints and identifying Cybercrime 

trends and patterns.
•To act as an early warning system for Law Enforcement Agencies for proactive 

Cybercrime prevention and detection.

To strengthen the fight against Cybercrime committed against women and children.



 
cyber threats.
साइबर धोखाधड़ी जैसेैे “डिजजटल अरेेस्ट” नागररकों की डिजजटल अर्व्थयवस्र्ा
में बढ़�ी असुरु�ा को द◌रा्तथे ह�। उभरत ेसाइबर खतर� सेे ननपटनेे केे ललए

Mains Question
Cyber frauds such as digital arrests highlight the vulnerability of citizens in 

thedigitaleconomy. Evaluate India’s preparedness to deal with emerging 

 भारत क� तैयै ◌ार� का मूलू याकां न क�जजए।
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initiative for the elimination of cervical cancer, and the global strategy was formally
launched on November 17, 2020, endorsed by 194 countries, India among them.

 
one lakh new cases every year, and half as many deaths, which is one quarter of the
global burden. 

In 2008, Professor Harald zur Hausen received the Nobel Prize for his discovery that
persistent infection with high-risk strains of the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is the
cause of cervical cancer, an important cause of morbidity and mortality globally, but
more so in low and lower-middle-income countries (LMICs). 

His discovery paved the way for the development of prophylactic vaccines as well as
tests to detect the infectious agent. 

•

•

A decade later, in 2018, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced an

It is the second most common cancer among women in India, with approximately



 
prevention of cervical cancer.
The WHO’s cervical cancer elimination initiative envisions making cervical cancer a rare cancer, with
an incidence rate of four per 1,00,000. To reach this goal, we must achieve certain targets by 2030:
HPV vaccination of 90% of girls before the age of 15 years, screening of 70% of women with an HPV
test at 35 and 45 years, and treatment of 90% of those detected with lesions. 

•The years of life lost to cervical cancer are more than that of other cancers as these 
women are relatively younger, with active family and social responsibilities. 

•Women diagnosed with stage 4 cervical cancer could develop urinary fistulas, 
postmenopausal bleeding, extreme sciatic and lumbar pain, obstruction to their
ureters and renal failure. If one is lucky enough to get diagnosed at an earlier stage,
the cancer is curable, but only with radical surgery or chemo and radiation therapy. 

• HPVvaccinationenteredthisscenario in 2006 like a superhero for the primary 
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• Comorbidities and Risk Factors: Human papillomavirus (HPV) infection, primarily
transmittedthrough sexualcontact, is aleadingcauseof cervicalcancer in India.

The high prevalence of comorbidities like HIV/AIDS and risk factors such as early marriage,
multiple sexual partners, and lack of contraception use further complicate efforts to
eradicate cervical cancer.

Cervical Cancer develops in a woman's cervix. It is the 4th most common type of cancer
among women, globally.
Almost all cervical cancer cases (99%) are linked to infection with high-risk Human
Papillomavirus (HPV), an extremely common virus transmitted through sexual contact.

High Prevalence and Mortality Rates: Cervical cancer ranks as the second most common
cancer among women in India, with approximately 1.27 lakh cases reported annually and
contributing to around 80,000 deaths each year.

•

•



• India's milestone in developing the indigenous quadrivalent vaccine, Cervavac, promises
accessibility andaffordability.

CERVAVAC is India’s first indigenously developed quadrivalent human papillomavirus (qHPV)
vaccine that is said to be effective against four strains of the virus - Type 6, Type 11, Type 16
and Type 18.

Priced at ₹2,000 a dose, Cervavac holds promise in the fight against HPV infections and
cervical cancer.

Cervical cancer has a 10–15 year pre-invasive phase, offering a window for early detection
and outpatient treatment.
Early-stage management yields a cure rate exceeding 93%, highlighting the importance of
timely interventions.
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constitutional mandate. 

In its January 2026 judgment, the Supreme Court of India reaffirmed the purpose of Section
12(1)(c) of the Rightto Education(RTE) Act, 2009,thelandmarkprovision that reserves 25%
of seats in private schools for students from economically weaker sections and socially
disadvantaged groups. 

Despite its intent, Section 12(1)(c) is frequently mischaracterised as a tool to promote 
private schooling or to allow the state to outsource its constitutional duty to public
education, citing falling government school enrolment alongside rising private school
admissions.

This reading is misplaced. First, Section 12(1)(c) does not dilute the state’s duty to invest in
public schools, but recognises that the right to free and compulsory elementary education,
and the creation of shared learning spaces, must be realised within a schooling ecosystem 
where private schoolsare not incidental actors but natural participants in fulfilling a 
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teacher presence, and perceived quality — not in Section 12(1)(c) itself.
Since its rollout, over five million children have walked through the doors of educational spaces
previously out of reach, with retention rates averaging over 90%. In cities such as Delhi and
Ahmedabad, blended classrooms are no longer exceptions; they are the norm.

Some private schools continue to resist full inclusion, while families often bear hidden costs for
uniforms, books and materials. Implementation remains uneven across States, with persistent gaps in
transparency, grievance redress, and last-mile outreach and disbursements.
These challenges do not change the fact that Section 12(1)(c) was not meant to rely solely on moral
persuasion — it requires clear, enforceable rules to succeed. Encouragingly,

Second, the shift towards private schooling predates the RTE Act. The Annual Status of Education
(ASER) Report of 2006 documents significant movement into private schools “at the expense of
government school enrolment”. 

Decliningadmissionsingovernmentschoolsarerootedindeeperconcerns around infrastructure, •

•

•



• Right to Education Act (RTE) provided free and compulsory education to children in 2009 and 
enforced it as a fundamental rightunder Article 21-A.

Originally Part IV of Indian Constitution, Article 45 and Article 39 (f) of DPSP, had a provision for state
funded as well as equitable and accessible education.
The first official document on the Right to Education was Ramamurti Committee Report in 1990.
In 1993, the Supreme Court’s landmark judgment in the Unnikrishnan JP vs State of Andhra Pradesh 
& Others held that Education is a Fundamental right flowing from Article 21.
Tapas Majumdar Committee (1999) was set up, which encompassed insertion of Article 21A.

The 86th amendment to the constitution of India in 2002, provided Right to Education as a
fundamental right in part-III of the Constitution.
The same amendment inserted Article 21A which made Right to Education a fundamental right for
children between 6-14 years.
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The RTE Act aims to provide primary education to all children aged 6 to 14 years.
It enforces Education as a Fundamental Right (Article 21).

The act mandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged sections of the society where disadvantaged
groups include:
SCs and STs
Socially Backward Class
Differently abled

It also makes provisions for a non-admitted child to be admitted to an age appropriate class.

It had a clause for “No Detention Policy” which has been removed under The Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Act, 2019.
It also provides for prohibition of deployment of teachers for non-educational work, other than
decennial census, elections to local authority, state legislatures and parliament, and disaster relief.
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The U.S. war on Iran has turned into a battle of wills in the Strait of Hormuz and the
Gulf of Oman, marked by duelling naval blockades and stalled diplomacy. 

Iran, which has effectively restricted the free flow of traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz since the U.S. and Israel attacks on February 28, has refused to ease its
control over the critical waterway. 

The U.S. insists that its blockade of Iranian ports will stay in place until a deal is
reached. Last week, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi travelled to Pakistan,
which mediated the first round of direct talks on April 11, but Iran declined further
direct talks with Washington.
The only silver lining is that the Iran ceasefire, announced on April 8, is still holding. 

•
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