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interest payments exceeds the revenue earned from sources such as taxes and fees.
The States with projected revenue deficits as a percentage of their gross state domestic products
(GSDP) are Himachal Pradesh (-2.4%), Punjab (-2.2%), Kerala (-2.1%), Andhra Pradesh (-1.1%),
Rajasthan (-1.1%), Haryana (-0.9%), Karnataka (-0.7%), Maharashtra (-0.7%), and Chhattisgarh (-0.3%).

In its Monthly Economic Review for April, the Department of Economic Affairs in the Ministry said
nineof the 18large States analysed werein revenue deficit asper theirownprojectionsfor2026-27.
Seven are projected to be revenue surplus, while one is in revenue balance.

The Union Finance Ministry has warned that States with revenue deficits and high debt burdens will
findit harderto dealwithfiscal shocks, includingfrom theWestAsia crisis,forcingthemtoeither
reprioritise expenditure away from productive areas, or approach the Centre for more funds at a time
when it is trying to consolidate its own finances.

Arevenue deficitis when expenditureonrecurringitems suchassalaries,pensions,subsidies, and •
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•

 
borrowings during a fiscal year. 
Fiscal deficit = Total budget expenditure – Total budget receipts excluding borrowings OR Fiscal Deficit 
= (Revenue expenditure + Capital expenditure) – (Revenue Receipts + Capital receipts excluding
borrowings) Fiscal deficit shows the borrowing requirements of the govt. during the budget year.

Primary Deficit: Primary deficit is defined as fiscal deficit minus interest payments on previous
borrowings. Primary deficit shows the borrowing requirements of the govt. for meeting expenditure
excluding interest payment. Gross Primary deficit = Fiscal deficit – Interest payments

Revenue Deficit: It refers to the excess of total revenue expenditure of the government over its total
revenue receipts.Revenuedeficit= Total Revenue expenditure –TotalRevenuereceipts.ORRevenue
deficit = Total Revenue expenditure – (Tax Revenue + Non-Tax Revenue)

Fiscal Deficit: Fiscaldeficitisdefined as excess of total expenditure over total receipts excluding •
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litigation.”
The evolution of PIL can be traced to the Supreme Court decisions of the late 1970s, such as 
Hussainara Khatoon & Ors. vs. Home Secretary, State of Bihar (1979), which marked a departure from 

 
and convert them into litigation. 
Over time, however, concerns have been raised about the misuse of this jurisdiction. More recently,
during the ongoing proceedings in the Sabarimala reference case, the Union government has urged 

 
court, towards permitting representative standing. 

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) emerged in the 1970s as a transformative judicial innovation aimed at

widening accessto justicefor the poor andthe marginalised.

This was achieved by relaxing the strict rules of standing to permit representative actions, and by broadeningthescope ofjudicial notice to allow courts to take suo motu cognisance of public issues 

the traditional doctrine of locusstandi,underwhich only an aggrieved party could approach the 

theSupreme Court to reconsider the PIL framework altogether, citing the rise of “agenda-driven 
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The seeds of the concept of public interest litigation were initially sown in India by
Justice Krishna Iyer, in 1976 in Mumbai Kamagar Sabha vs. Abdul Thai.
The first reported case of PIL was Hussainara Khatoon vs. State of Bihar (1979) that
focused on the inhuman conditions of prisons and under trial prisoners that led to 
the release of more than 40,000 under trial prisoners.
Right to speedy justice emerged as a basic fundamental right which had been denied
to these prisoners. The same set pattern was adopted in subsequent cases.
A new era of the PIL movement was heralded by Justice P.N. Bhagawati in the case 
of S.P. Gupta vs. Union of India.
In this case it was held that “any member of the public or social action group acting
bonafide” can invoke the Writ Jurisdiction of the High Courts (under article 226) or
the Supreme Court (under Article 32) seeking redressal against violation of legal or
constitutional rights of persons who due to social or economic or any other disability
cannot approach the Court.
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By 1914, Punjab had become the primary recruiting ground for the British Indian
Army. The British had cultivated Punjab as a loyal province populated by a “martial
race,” but the relationship was both lopsided and extractive. Rapid agricultural
growth combined with easy credit had created a crisis of rural indebtedness, and
epidemics of malaria and plague in the early 1900s pushed families toward
emigration as the only way out.

Among those who left were the founders of the Ghadar movement, established in
1913 among expatriate Punjabis on the U.S. West Coast, dedicated to the armed
overthrow of British rule in India.

The Komagata Maru voyage was freighted with this politics from the start. Ghadar
activists boarded the ship in Yokohama, delivering lectures and distributing anti-
colonial literature, and British intelligence was watching closely.



•

• The ship departed under escort on July 23. British colonial authorities, suspicious of the passengers’

politics, refused toletthe ship dockin Hong KongorSingapore. 

When it finally anchored near Calcutta in late September, police tried to force the exhausted  
upon. Twenty passengers were killed; many more were imprisoned. Gurdit Singh evaded capture for 

yearsbefore surrenderingin 1920 andserving fiveyears in prison

The voyage was organised by Gurdit Singh, a Punjabi entrepreneur based in Singapore, who chartered
theship specifically to challengeCanada’s exclusionarylaws. Canadahadenacted a “continuous
journey regulation” in 1908, barring entry to anyone who had not travelled by a single unbroken
journey from their country of birth, while also pressuring shipping companies not to sell direct tickets
from India.

When the ship arrived at Vancouver’s Burrard Inlet on May 23, 1914, immigration officials refused to 
let it dock. Prime Minister Robert Borden kept the ship anchored offshore, cutting off communication
and stalling proceedings. 

passengers onto trainsbound for Punjab. They refused, marched toward the city, andwerefired

•
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The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 (“MTP Act”) was passed due to the
progress made in the field of medical science with respect to safer abortions.

In a historic move to provide universal access reproductive health services, India
amended the MTP Act 1971 to further empower women by providing 
comprehensive abortion care to all.

The new Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Act 2021 expands the
access to safe and legal abortion services on therapeutic, eugenic, humanitarian and
social grounds to ensure universal access to comprehensive care.

Termination due to Failure of Contraceptive Method or Device:
Under the Act, a pregnancy may be terminated up to 20 weeks by a married woman
in the case of failure of contraceptive method or device. It allows unmarried women
to also terminate a pregnancy for this reason.



Upper Gestation Limit for Special Categories:
•Increases the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks for special categories of 

(differently abled women, minors, among others).

Opinion Needed for Termination of Pregnancy:

•Opinion of one Registered Medical Practitioner (RMP) for termination of pregnancy 
up to 20 weeks of gestation.

•Opinion of two RMPs for termination of pregnancy of 20-24 weeks of gestation.

•Opinion of the State-level medical board is essential for a pregnancy to be 
terminated after 24 weeks in case of substantial foetal abnormalities.

women,includingsurvivorsofrape,victimsofincestandothervulnerablewomen 





•

 
survivor) issue.
“This is a child-child issue,” the doctor submitted in court.

 
allowing a 15-year-old rape survivor to terminate a 30-week pregnancy.
Additional Solicitor- General Aishwarya Bhati, accompanied by specialists from AIIMS, said they were
against the termination considering the health and well-being of both the teenager and the “unborn 

 
The decision should be left to the parents of the survivor and the survivor herself.

The Supreme Court on Thursday asked the Union government to amend the abortion law to remove

the time limiton medical termination ofunwantedpregnancies in the case ofminorrapevictims.

A Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi made the observation while refusing 

Thecourt saiditwas notfor the doctorsorthestate tochoosewhatwasbestforthe rape survivor. 

child”. One ofthe specialist doctors said the court was wrong to consider this as a foetus-child (rape 

to entertain acurativepetition filedby the governmentagainsta recent decision of the top court 
•

•

•
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• The Mexican-origin shrub called Prosopis juliflora, known as Gando Baval in the region,
Vilayati KeekarinNorth IndiaandSeemaiKaruvelaminTamil,hascrowdedoutnative
grasses over thousands of kilometres in Kutch. 

The plant was first introduced by the British in the 1920s to ‘green’ Delhi and by the Gujarat
Forest Department in 1961 to halt the encroaching salt desert in the Rann. This weed is to
become the feedstock for India’s first green methanol production plant.

Methanol is used as a fuel in shipping often as a replacement to what is called ‘bunker oil’.
Conventional methanol is produced from fossil fuels such as gas or coal gasification. Green
methanol uses biomass from agricultural residue as source material as in the case with the
juliflora.

A plant that has been ranked as one of the “top 100 invasive species in the world” and has
for decadesthreatened biodiversityin Kutch’s Bannigrasslands,maysoonbeharnessedfor
the production of green methanol and fuel for ocean-going ships.

•

•





•

•

The project, sited at the Deendayal Port Authority (DPA) in Kandla, will produce five tonnes of
methanol a dayandisbeing built by Pune-based Thermax Energywithgasificationtechnologyfrom
Vadodara’s Ankur Scientific, and will be owned by the port authority. 

Both companies are betting that the Government of India’s policy to convert ports along the western
coast into “green ports” will create demand for a fuel that the global shipping industry is being 
obliged to adopt under International Maritime Organization (IMO) rules.

Greenhouse gas cuts
Methanol made from renewable feedstocks can cut a vessel’s CO₂ emissions by up to 95% and NOx
(nitrogenoxides)byupto80%,accordingtotheMethanolInstitute,whileeliminatingsulphuroxides
and particulate matter.

•

•



•
•
•
•

•

 
maritime transport.

Methanol is a low carbon, hydrogen carrier fuel produced from high ash coal, agricultural
residue, CO2from thermalpower plants andnaturalgas.
Methanol, also known as methyl alcohol or wood alcohol, is a colorless, flammable liquid.
It is the simplest alcohol.
Methanol is commonly used as an industrial solvent, antifreeze, and fuel, but it is perhaps
best known for its use as an alcohol fuel in racing cars and as a feedstock for the production
of chemicals and plastics.

Green methanol is methanol that is produced renewably and without polluting emissions,

one ofitsvariantsbeing generatedfrom greenhydrogen.

This chemical compound can be used as a low-carbon liquid fuel and is a promising alternativeto fossilfuels in areas where decarbonisation is a major challenge, such as 
•
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• While none of these causes is new, their confluence this year with the hot summer is likely to have
stoked the intense fires. Indeed,climatevariability—ratherthanclimatechangealone—isalso
raising the baseline risk. 

Keeping other causes fixed, a hotter, drier summer automatically leads to fires that threaten the best-
laid plans more. Even this year, authorities had begun planning in March, setting up control rooms 
and firelines, ensuring animals’ access to water outside human-settled areas, clearing weeds, and
mounting awareness campaigns.

The Nilgiris district in Tamil Nadu and the adjoining forest divisions of Mudumalai, Coimbatore and
Erode have beendealingwithwildfiresthatescalatedtobeingacrisisrequiringtheassistanceofthe
Indian Air Force.

February to May is fire season in this region, and in April, officials said that high heat and strong 
winds created a “conducive environment”; the wind, in particular, carried embers over pre-existing
firelines and partly explains why this season has been a breakout. Some fires also burnt hotter and 
for longer in Pykara because of the accumulated biomass and invasive undergrowth, and took longer
to be doused. 

•

•
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The UAE has withdrawn from the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC), a cartel that it joined in 1967, and OPEC+. 

It was OPEC’s fourth-largest producer (3.12 million barrels per day) and its third-
 

•The Emiratis clearly sought to free themselves of production constraints set largely 
by the cartel’s dominant producer, Saudi Arabia. 

•With significant spare capacity, the Emiratis believe that they are better off with the 
autonomy to ramp up exports, a capability now constrained by the de facto closure
of the Strait of Hormuz, the largest disruption to oil supply in history, following U.S.-

 Israel attacks on Iran.

largest exporter (2.88 mbd) in 2025, behind Saudi Arabia and Iraq.



•

•

 
Sudan. 
The UAE also seeks closer ties with Israel than most Gulf states, which remain uncomfortable with 
any thaw given Israel’s genocidal actions in Gaza and its attacks on Iran and Lebanon. 
The U.S., a non-OPEC member, and the world’s largest oil producer at 13.6 mbd, has long viewed the
cartel’s price-settingunfavourably,andPresidentDonaldTrumphasrepeatedlypressedittopump
more. 

The UAE perhaps calculates that aligning with Washington will yield benefits for its production and
pipeline ambitions, though Mr. Trump’s transactional and mercurial foreign policy offers little
guarantee. 

Unsaid in the UAE’s move is also its frustration with what it sees as a lack of cartel-wide coordination
in responding to Iran’s missile and drone attacks on Gulf oil and military facilities; Iran is also an OPEC
member. 

TheEmiratis have also differed sharply with the Saudis on external interventions: in Yemen and •

•

•
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India concluded a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with New Zealand in December 2025,
at a time marked by fractured supply chains and rising protectionist tendencies
among nations. 

Guided by the vision of “Viksit Bharat”, India has recalibrated its foreign trade policy,
transitioning from a cautious, tariff-focused negotiator to a strategic, high-velocity
partner. This shift characterises a clear departure from the historical “slow burn”
model of trade diplomacy. 

FTA lays down a commitment of capital inflow of around $20 billion over a period of
15 years in high-priority sectors such as agri-tech and food processing, renewable
energy, education and health-care management, wherein New Zealand’s technology
and capital will be the much-needed catalyst for growth. This influx will also
strengthen the “Make in India” programme.



•

 
other partners.

India has been so far successful in negotiating for an agreement which protects one of the sensitive
sectors ofIndia’seconomy— “dairy”.The mechanicsofthepactincludetheexclusionoffluidmilk,
cheese, and yogurt from duty concessions. 

India will grant progressive market access, on a duty-free basis, for infant formula and high-value-
added dairy products, over a seven-year period, allowing domestic nutritional firms access to quality
raw materials. 

FTA with New Zealand is increasingly significant, as it creates a geopolitical hedge for India and opens
new markets, with New Zealand serving as a gateway to Oceania and the Pacific Island countries
(PICs). By adopting New Zealand’s trade regulations and norms, India secures a logistical centre and
“regulatory reference point” in the South Pacific. 

Through this trade agreement, India demonstrates its ability to meet Organisation for Economic Co-
operationand Development (OECD) standards and sets a precedent for further negotiations with 

•

•

•
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• Labour economists warn that this technical reclassification has a profound impact on worker
coverage, since a majority of India’s small manufacturing units employ fewer than 20 workers.

In a single stroke, and without any transition period, the four codes — the Code on Wages, the
Industrial Relations Code, the Social Security Codeand theOccupational Safety, HealthandWorking
Conditions (OSHWC) Code — replaced 29 central labour laws. The Indian Labour Conference, the
country’s apex tripartite forum, had not been convened since 2015.
The new regime raises the threshold for prior government permission for layoffs, retrenchment, and
closure from100workersto 300 under theIndustrial RelationsCode,2020, enabling firmsbelowthat
size — an estimated majority of India’s factory units — to retrench workers without administrative
scrutiny. 
The OSHWC Code, 2020, simultaneously raises the statutory definition of a ‘factory’ from 10 workers
ina factory withpowerto 20, and from20 workers in afactory withoutpower to 40,liftinganentire
tier of smaller workplaces — where India’s textile, garment, metal, hosiery, and food-processing
clusters are concentrated — out of mandatory safety oversight. 



•

•

The inspection architecture has been similarly diluted. The OSHWC Code replaces unannounced
inspectionswithan ‘Inspector-cum-Facilitator’ model,combinedwithrandomised,web-based
allocation through the Shram Suvidha portal and employer self-certification — a shift that, as the
International Labour Organization’s India Labour Inspection Profile notes, may contravene the
requirement for independent, unannounced inspections under ILO Convention No. 81.

Procedural hurdles for collective action have also stiffened. Under the IR Code, no worker may strike
without 60 days’ prior notice, flash strikes are prohibited outright, and strikes are barred during and
for weeks after any conciliation or tribunal proceeding.
 “Mass casual leave” by more than 50% of a workforce is now deemed a strike. Trade unions argue
that,incombination,theseprovisions makelawfulindustrialactionvirtuallyimpossibletoorganise,
completing the regime’s pro-employer tilt.

 
protection. It is removing it. The enforcement chapters read more like a facilitation framework than a 

compliance regime

A reform that raises statutory thresholds in almost every operative clause, is not rationalising

•

•
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	Labour economists warn that this technical reclassification has a profound impact on worker coverage, since a majority of India’s small manufacturing units employ fewer than 20 workers.
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	Procedural hurdles for collective action have also stiffened. Under the IR Code, no worker may strike without 60 days’ prior notice, flash strikes are prohibited outright, and strikes are barred during and for weeks after any conciliation or tribunal proceeding.  “Mass casual leave” by more than 50% of a workforce is now deemed a strike. Trade unions argue that,incombination,theseprovisions makelawfulindustrialactionvirtuallyimpossibletoorganise, completing the regime’s pro-employer tilt.
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