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1. DEAL TO END WAR - TRUMP & IRAN MoU

Source: The Hindu, Page 1 | International Relations, Foreign Policy

Trump and
Pezeshkian
Page No.1, GS 2 sign deal to
end war; US.
lifts blockade

Apgence France-Presse
WASHINGTONAGENEVA

The 115 on Thursday lifted
a1 blodkade of ranian ports
impased during the West
Asia war afer President
Domald Trump siened a
deal to end the conflict, as
uncertainty  surrcunded
planned talks in Switzer
land aiming to take the ac-
cordd Firther.

Mr. Trump and lran's
President Masoud Pezesh-
Kian signed a deal on Wead-
nesday meant o end the
war, with Tehran agreeing
to diluste its ennched wrami-
um in return for large scale
evonamic relief. The sign-
img of the deal st immition
aG0-day period for wlks o
wider issues.

Iranian Supreme Leader
Avaiollah Mojiab Ehame-
riel endarsed the talks with
the L=, in a statemient

It remained unclear if
the two sides, whao have
Liad wo diploraiic relations
following the 1999 [slamic
revinluriont, saould hold a
slgning ceremony and alks
in Switzerland on Friday as
antounced. The U5 forces
lifted their paralle]l naval
blockade of Iranian ports
that had prevenred ships

from zailing to or from the
Islamic repuhlic

‘OPENS DOOR MOR IRANY
NPAGE 1T

Original newspaper report — The Hindu, Page 1, 19 June 2025

Key Developments

* The U.S. lifted a blockade of Iranian ports imposed during the West Asia war after President Trump signed a deal to end
the conflict.

 Trump and Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) — Tehran agreed to
dilute its enriched uranium in exchange for large-scale economic relief.

The signing set in motion a 60-day period for talks on wider issues.

Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Mojtab Khamenei endorsed the talks with the U.S.
* The two sides have had no diplomatic relations since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

* U.S. naval forces lifted the parallel blockade of Iranian ports that had prevented ships from sailing to/from the Islamic
Republic.

Key Provisions of the MoU

* Promises sanctions relief on Iranian olil sales.

Opens the possibility of Iran asserting a formal role in managing transit through the Strait of Hormuz — potentially
charging fees for passage.

* A 30-day transition period: vessels taking routes along the Iranian and Omani coasts to exit the strait.

U.S. will lift its blockade; Iran will remove technical obstacles including mines.

* Free passage through the Strait of Hormuz guaranteed only for the 60-day window — Iran has indicated intent to
eventually collect service charges.

Any future transit arrangements shall conform to UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea).
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About: UNCLOS — United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982

* Also known as "Law of the Sea" — establishes the legal framework for marine and maritime activities.

* Divides marine areas into five zones: Internal Waters, Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ), and High Seas.

* Provides the backbone for offshore governance by coastal states and navigating nations.

* Under UNCLOS, straits such as Hormuz must allow free transit passage not subject to tolls.

* Key complication: The United States has NOT ratified UNCLOS; Iran has signed but not ratified it.
* Maritime disputes persist in the South China Sea and East China Sea over UNCLOS interpretation.

VA

Q. The recent U.S.-Iran MoU highlights the complex interplay between energy security, nuclear non-proliferation,

and freedom of navigation. Critically analyse the implications of the deal for global shipping and India’'s strategic
Interests. (15 Marks)
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2. NFHS-6: PROGRESS AMID NUTRITION CHALLENGES

Source: The Hindu, Page 10 | Health, Social Justice

NFIIS-6 reveals pmgn% amid nutrition challenges
Page No.10, GS 2 i ey released it il

annaprasany rimal, sepicaly perfrmed betwesn | nesehe greater priocity, Eachy identitication of
ITEI]L]'I.E'LI.HE‘ (MFHS G report sl amd 12 mec |:I15 any delaywill result in staxgmation in weighin o lengeh, widh imely
[LETHATE I.I.'lI.IﬂJl.I s candd o Ly Talvesing. coarselling and suppory i Eolers, is ol o

Indla, nﬂer]ngremr 1 tcheer while
alzo sending clear signals o pause and IEF.EEL. i
the bright side, stunting levels gor children under ".l-'-" e Teerosrmn mnlei ple noles 'mli!'r and Empowering fromtlime nutrifion workers

A growing and under-explored desrminantal | prevenion.
child nutridon in nedia ls maternal dme poverty:

trvel, which indicate long periols of -.|.|I1-r||'|ﬁr|.'|.:|l SHEIT YA 1t '] II'#I NLATE. "-IFI'-I'-'u {3 reparts that abon I:'-ll'_"'Z!ﬁ ".1 nthly anthropometric data for soung chilkdren
fonxd itk with other deprivations, hase Swamimalhan of el in paicl w 'I-: ] ol |||.,I| |_ nllected by AR Strengthening their skills im
decline] from 35.5% to 2. 1%, Thmegh a moclese Chrinpesen iz Ih.'= pie this H,I'I fl I| Serestin h' rJ...|r eollection woild imprenee data cuality. The
decline, any galn s welcome given the s e s il n: J'-?a]l wor) burden, A!-an:e propor |:|1:mal huge volume of collected dara should be analysed
comiplexity of the task that invodves strengthening | Resganch Foundatio WAHTRETY |n|n| m:mlau.-'.-rmnes angEage in unp ald | bocally and feedback provided 1o the ASHAS and
women's access i koo led e and resminces, At Fringipal Acyiser Eimily lahair, in frmingRsherics, Feestock care AW tor timely actinn
improved water and sanitation, and snsuring ko tha Metiomal amgl dmm ic ':]' ares, There are no Clear For this task, rmuil:m-:n: of & murtriticndst and
aceess e hestlthy alfordabile disis, Wasting levels Tubarculosis estivnabes of the percentage of ymerg minbe | daea amahaar an the district l=vel s neaded.
Uzt indieane sl |:I!|.|||J I|...|. .u'J.l.-ql.l.uI Elimina tinn sith children betvween 0023 mmoaths wlos ane i.u : Where possible, d:guallmh can be wed o
wesglit For their he |.-;lr il e, EXCEp “r-:;u'.:ll“hr the ik [oree and rhsre i very linde supgrlement in person counselli irgg, by providing
for severe forms o wasting I1 |1r| TheTT e s Goverement cd documentation an b women manape child | hnth workers and m "dhn: practical information
||:|u:hn:.m:-ra makes -:rnl:-:l:ung clear: mﬁmdlﬂd feeding with thedr other work roles. Inmany rural | on how, when and what to foed young children at
alriticn dre die 1o bener health-cane access, Y, ameig, in the absence ol aréches, wimen |esnse clifterent ages, Based on kecally available beabby
i|:|uuu1|.'uu|i|.l|n'.ul.~&|.uge. atate risal ulJuuuLiL'al. amd their inlants amd voung children with older Bmily | Beods.
impedverments in bousing, water and saniacion, members o the child's ohder sibling [||ﬁ|q||].1 DNehavimir change cammnication effors
whille feeding practices and access to guality dlets pirly, Evipacting bath breasfeeding and alwerald b cndlirally gocamded, iteprating
remain weak and u'.lndnL o limle pm;an:ﬁ complementary feoding, when they ace putinthe | practoes such 8s snnaprazana o reinforee dmcly
Tnstriutioral h1rth.': ' P 'hud G, ELama Naryyanan fields, amel appropriate complementary feedimg, [oint
puehiic hamlth Bolit woanting for 855% I LLLLL . cipmarity eldio ol AW, ASH&s, and ANMs in
births 8% of e I veries were astended by skilled Felhim GETHE The prmocessed food trap asseciting feading practices ansd advising Emilics
medical persoane’ and 95%. of mothers were MLS. SR Kl commsumer expendinime survey resuls wirth effective commuoncarion materkals on
-.ulmdat]ﬂa.'z'.-.u;m.- b hcalch personnc ducing oo s R et i o aluew that lvusehiclds are spoending less on uup:m'lng dies usamg locally awallable, affeedatlc
the antenatal period, cereals and mor: on dadry, procegsed foods and ol womald enhance the qualit af counsedling
Equﬂ]rgﬁuf'.:rgisvm coverage for heverages, with the latber two I-III'II'II'I_I:-E]E.I]'I!‘ and reduce the risk of vnder metricion,
children ~ 857%. af children between 12 and 23 part of the expenditume, This « I'l'-d HM Multsestorl comergeno is Tltllml:!:l
mnm]'u:dnge aire ml‘uﬂyw imated. Since mpression of divesaiey which is o |1 18 BAIE 2% Ilrs.ﬂngdill ahtu:rt'hn vl it remaing
e Lacili e uieiel B ol sl 3% ol il itioneal aclesyuacy. & it II' i T TR ekl Cluild instrition sbold be o st g
vaceinations 11:: 'u;u.m.rd,,.h Teflect: the sirong dict would have w tollow the ICAR ational Ap:md&ih:rrlnmﬂmﬁihimudldn “hisyat
ouitreach eforts of frentline werkers — Accredited Tnstitute of Mutrition (NIN) food-based dietary discussions, Local planning mast prioritise
Sowinl Health Activists (ASHAY, Argamvadi puidelines, Unfortumatedy, for o sizeable section of | Bmprosemenes in mwdl infrustricire, sai
worrkers (AWN, and Anxillary Murse Midwises the popalation, o rueein s doen consisting of | dﬂ king water, aﬂnlm ro Gacilities, as these
[ARML These natinnal svergges hide negional pulses, millet=, frists aml wgetables, animal wincltional setvices direcily influence child
iisparicies, bul aocess (o health sery o hias tuads and nuts |s unatfordable. Processed foods, | :.r,r-:l-'f-'liu anc heatth
lmpeoved across States. In contrast, are easlly avallable, ready wo ear and Engaging men ln childcare, pramoting shared
_ packaged in aHordable packs. domestic responsibilities, and strengthening
Fouer teeding prctices The first 1000 clings = fivoem pragnancy bo suppart to mothers ©an siEndbcanthy o h.an-.
Despite the high rate of mstibutional hirths, I.'lll"]_'n'l. chikd’s secomd borthaday — form the mast critical F'EEI.']II'I.I{ and caregiving -:H:'lmwr'-i Il
abuit 50% of newborns are breasifed within o windew for healhy phiysical and eoaritve non-gorvermmental organisatbons in ln |
flrse boue of 1ife, ndicating than the health system deseloparent (mos rain gzowth occurs in the deva'lﬂpaj crache models that mm’:rlma -:'m]dcme-
sl inrersily eforts io suppaor ey inicacion of st irve 1:-.-I'-.,I .-'r 1eel "‘\-ul...,!._l'l" el I: UL nutrichom and earky leprming, amd Gan be min vy
hreastieeding,. Ahmut RO af children botween the (-2 ape 21 -u-n"lrll.-'l filakle, rradmed lncal women Fromoa :-':-"n:br MR tive,
the ages of six 1o l[r.}um-:lnt‘rﬁ Teceive Reter health lununyt&'ptcall P zks during Lh-::sn:-:nrd:.tcar of | criéches are mot ondy child developmeni
anlicleemi-sedid | ul, while only 15% berwesn six N Bile and groscth Gilver 'q., e hesgins imterventions; they are aocial ifrsmocture tha
i ¥ months receive an ..L.Juq ate diet. T Tpraving Z=[r (e~ I-'_r The Primse Minister's Oy 'I'..1.I'L| 55:1 I | ETlled WOrmEn's aoondmie warticipation and
the tmely wnaumn[mmp{mm:an I'md.'mg D for Holistic Mowrishme m ('OSHAN Abhiyaan rt.iuv:ﬁ unpaid an:buttl-:ns With coordinabed
and ensnring thar all cheldren recense an adequate LLLIRERE, JILS programme currently facuses on idenmficaion AN ACTOES SECTnTs and commamities,
dman: Laq. 0 l""d.J.EJ'lElIII.ﬂE‘l’E‘LI.[']I!l}l'I In Isiim, India’s numitlon and rehabilitation of severcly maleourished meaningful and su La.lJlEd]}l':IE:'l: 5 in child
ampler ary feeding is closely linkex be the challenmes chiklren, Prevention of growth Ellering mest rulrition is entirely achasevilble.

Original article — The Hindu, Page 10, 19 June 2025

Key Findings from NFHS-6

Stunting (children under 35) declined from 35.5% — 29.3% — a welcome improvement indicating reduction in long-term
sub-optimal food intake.

Wasting levels show no change, except for severe forms — a continued concern.

Gains in child nutrition are due to better health-care access, immunisation coverage, maternal education, and
improvements in housing, water, and sanitation.

* Feeding practices and access to quality diets remain weak — continue to limit overall progress.

* |nstitutional births reached 90%; public health facilities account for 58% of births; 91% of deliveries attended by skilled
medical personnel.

* 87% of children (12—-23 months) are now fully vaccinated — strong outreach by ASHA, AWW, ANM frontline workers.
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* Only 50% of newborns breastfed within the first hour of life — needs urgent systemic attention.

* Maternal time poverty — a growing, under-explored determinant of child malnutrition in India.

Concerns & Way Forward

* Processed Food Trap: Households spending less on cereals, more on dairy and processed foods — poor nutritional
diversity.

* First 1,000 days (pregnancy to child's 2nd birthday) are the most critical window — prevention of growth faltering must get
greater priority.

* Annaprasana (timely complementary feeding ritual, 6—-12 months) should be promoted as culturally grounded behaviour
change communication.

* Engage men in childcare; promote shared domestic responsibilities to address maternal burden.

* POSHAN Abhiyan focuses on identification/rehabilitation of severely malnourished — needs to shift toward prevention.

* Recruit nutritionists and data analysts at district level; strengthen AWW data quality and feedback loops.

* Multisectoral convergence is critical — child nutrition must be a standing agenda in Gram Sabha and Panchayat
discussions.

&

Q. "Maternal nutrition is the foundation of child health and human capital development.” Discuss the
intergenerational impact of maternal malnutrition on children in India. Suggest measures to strengthen the
maternal and child nutrition ecosystem. (15 Marks)
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3. LOPSIDED SOLUTION - PHARMA REGULATORY OVERSIGHT

Source: The Hindu, Page 10 | Health, Governance, S&T;

Page No.10,GS 3

Lopsided solution

In India, regulatory oversight for
pharmaceuticals needs to improve

s part of an overarching attempt to res-
A tore confidence in India’s pharmaceuti-

cal supply chain after a series of deaths
damaged the country’s reputation as a drug ex-
porier, the government has required a doctor’s
prescription for individuals to purchase syrup-
based medicines. However, while it seems like a
credible measure, it is also defensive rather than
reformist. The Union Health Ministry has re-

moved the term “syrup” from Schedule K of the
Drugs Rules 1945, a change it had signalled when
it issued the draft notification in December 2025,
thus requiring cough syrups to be sold only with
a prescription, through licensed pharmacies.
These products were singled out after ethylene
glycol (EG) and diethylene glycol (DEG) contami-
nation in India-made cough syrups killed over
300 children across several countries since 2022,
The WHO’s warnings in 2022 and 2023 also un-
dermined assumptions that India's export quality
controls were effective and functioning indepen-
dently. But beyond contamination, doctors have
long raised concerns about how cough syrups are
formulated and used. Many over-the-counter
(OTC) cough syrups are ‘cocktails’ of bronchodi-
lators, antihistamines, and decongestants, which
can cause tremors and heart palpitations, ex-
treme sedation or paradoxical agitation in in-
fants, and blood pressure effects. The American
Academy of Pediatrics has said that cough sup-
pressants are quite ineffective for children under

Relliidyy LRIk EVIUFUmE lﬂfﬂ:II..I.IL' o B O N L o T L LT RN
Academy of Pediatrics has said that cough sup-
pressants are quite ineffective for children under
six years and may even be dangerous, as they can
mask underlying conditions such as pneumonia
or asthma. Yet, India’s entrenched OTC culture
makes pharmacists de facto primary care provid-
ers in many rural and semi-urban areas.

Most importantly, however, the contamination
was the result of failures in manufacturing quali-
ty control, testing of raw materials, and regulato-
ry oversight rather than consumer access. Even
now, requiring a prescription may reduce inap-
propriate use and push patients away from self-
medication, but it could never prevent contami-
nated products from reaching the market in the
first place. The fundamental issue is that the go-
vernment continues to tolerate the pharmaceuti-
cal lobby’s argument that high-end testing re-
quirements — for stronger quality control and
ultimately better drugs — will bankrupt smaller
manufacturers. Second, while the Indian Phar-
macopoeia and the Pharmacopoeia Internationa-
lis updated their analytical methods to detect EG/
DEG following the deaths, failures in batch test-
ing and enforcement persist. As a result, while
India has around three dozen State drug controll-
ers, they are chronically understaffed - so with-
out a large increase in the inspectorate, the notifi-
cation is likely to be ignored sans consequence in
rural areas. In a globalised economy, subpar en-
torcement for medicines in even one country is
dangerous; that is infinitely more so in a country
aspiring to remain the world’s pharmacy.

Original article — The Hindu, Page 10, 19 June 2025

Context & Key Issues

* Government now requires a doctor's prescription to purchase syrup-based medicines — a response to deaths damaging
India's reputation as a drug exporter.
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* Union Health Ministry removed "syrup” from Schedule K of the Drugs Rules 1945 (December 2025 notification) — cough
syrups now only via licensed pharmacies with prescription.

EG (Ethylene Glycol) and DEG (Diethylene Glycol) contamination in India-made cough syrups Killed over 300 children
across several countries since 2022.

* WHO warnings in 2022 and 2023 undermined assumptions that India's export quality controls were effective.

« Many OTC cough syrups are "cocktails" of bronchodilators, antihistamines, and decongestants — can cause tremors,
heart palpitations, paradoxical agitation in infants.

* American Academy of Pediatrics: cough suppressants are ineffective for children under 6 and may mask serious
conditions like pneumonia or asthma.

Systemic Failures & Critique

* The prescription measure is defensive rather than reformist — cannot prevent contaminated products from reaching the
market in the first place.

* India has around three dozen State drug controllers — chronically understaffed; without increased inspectorate,
enforcement will remain weak in rural areas.

* Government continues to tolerate pharma lobby's argument that high-end testing requirements will bankrupt smaller
manufacturers.

* While pharmacopoeia updated analytical methods to detect EG/DEG, failures in batch testing and enforcement persist.

India's entrenched OTC culture makes pharmacists de facto primary care providers in many rural and semi-urban
areas — a deep systemic challenge.

About: Schedule K — Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940

* A statutory annexure listing drugs exempted from certain provisions of Chapter IV of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940.

* Serves as a regulatory relief mechanism to facilitate availability of essential OTC medicines in underserved/remote
regions.
* Aims to balance public health accessibility with safety standards.

* Allows government to dynamically remove exemptions when a drug class presents emerging public safety or quality
control risks.

&

Q. India’'s pharmaceutical sector faces a paradox — it is the "pharmacy of the world"” yet struggles with domestic
regulatory oversight. Critically examine the gaps in India’s drug regulatory framework and suggest reforms to
ensure medicine safety without compromising access. (15 Marks)
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4. ESSENTIAL UPGRADES - INDIA'S STATISTICAL SYSTEM

Source: The Hindu, Page 10 | Economy, Governance
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Essential upgrades

The updates to India’s statistical system
are welcome, albeit long overdue

Page No0.10,GS 3

he government has, in recent months,
T implemented several long-overdue but

welcome upgrades to India’s statistical
databases. Wide-ranging, they cover the way the
country measures Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), industrial production, and price changes
at the retail, wholesale, and producer levels.
These updates have not only made India’s key
economic statistics more representative of reali-
ty, but have also brought them in line with inter-
national best practices. The most basic change
across all indices has been the updating of base
years. Until recently, the base years for GDP, the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), Wholesale Price In-
dex (WPI), and Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) were either 2011 or 2012. As such, these mea-
sures were significantly outdated and less reflec-
tive of reality with each passing year. In February,
the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Imple-
mentation (MoSPI) released the new series of na-
tional accounts data, including GDP, with a base
yvear of 2022-23. The new series incorporates
methodological improvements and new data
sources, making it more granular and robust.
Some of these, such as the double-deflator ap-
proach, have long been demanded by statisti-
cians and international bodies, including the IMF.

Current Affairs | 19 June 2025

Similarly, MoSPI had in February also released
the new series of the CPI with an updated base
year of 2024, a more inclusive basket of items
measured, and more accurate weightages. This
has enabled a more realistic reading of retail in-
flation, a key metric in interest-rate decisions. In
early June, MoSPI then released the new series of
the IIP as well. The base year was updated to
202223 and the index’s data collection was
strengthened. This, too, eventually feeds into
more accurate GDP data. The other factor to be
highlighted is that the data upgrades have not
been limited to just MoSPI. The Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry also updated its WPI, releas-
ing the new series on Monday. A more accurate
WPI and CPI yield a more accurate GDP deflator,
which strengthens the way that statisticians de-
rive real GDP growth after having adjusted for in-
flation. The Commerce Ministry also released a
new Producer Price Index (PPI), which is to re-
place the WPI in five years. A PPI is the standard
among developed economies and provides more
information about both goods and service price
levels at the producer stage. With all these, the
IMF is sure to improve the recurring ‘C’ grade it
has given India’s national accounts data. These, it
is hoped, will also be capped off by a time-bound
release of the new Census with no further delays.

Original article — The Hindu, Page 10, 19 June 2025

Key Updates to India's Statistical Framework

* Government implemented several long-overdue upgrades to statistical databases covering GDP, industrial production,

and price indices at retail, wholesale, and producer levels.

 Base year updates (earlier: 2011 or 2012 — significantly outdated):

Index Old Base Year

GDP / National Accounts 2011-12
CPI (Consumer Price IndeXx) 2012
lIP (Index of Industrial Production) 2011-12
WPI (Wholesale Price Index) 2011-12
PPl (Producer Price Index) New Index

New Base Year Released By

2022-23

MoSPI (Feb 2025)

2024 MoSPI (Feb 2025)

2022-23 MoSPI (Jun 2025)
2022-23 Ministry of Commerce
2022-23 Ministry of Commerce

New GDP series incorporates double-deflator approach and new data sources — more granular and robust.

New CPIl with base year 2024 provides a more realistic reading of retalil inflation — key metric in interest-rate decisions.

* New Producer Price Index (PPIl) — will replace WPI in & years; standard among developed economies; covers both goods

and services price levels at the producer stage.

* More accurate WPI| and CPI yield a better GDP deflator — strengthens derivation of real GDP growth after adjusting for

inflation.

* These upgrades are expected to help India improve its IMF "C" grade on national accounts data.

&

Q. Accurate and timely statistical data is the backbone of evidence-based policymaking. In light of recent

upgrades to India’'s statistical system, discuss the significance of these changes and the challenges that remain.

(10 Marks)

EEEEEEEEE sn snnnn snunnn (/Onmnm)

5. THE REAL BARRIERS TO TRADE — NON-TARIFF BARRIERS (NTBs)

Source: The Hindu, Page 10 | Economy, International Trade
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The real barriers to trade are no longer tariffs
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Original article — The Hindu, Page 10, 19 June 2025

Key Arguments

* In today's hyper-regulated global economy, tariffs barely matter — the real obstacles to market access lie in Non-Tariff
Barriers (NTBs).

Since WTO establishment (1999), average tariff rates among members have fallen by nearly half — yet protectionism has

not been abandoned.

As tariffs declined, NTBs surged — today they affect around 90% of global trade, a sixfold increase over three decades.
* More than half of the 20,000 global product and safety regulations over 70 years have emerged since 2000.

* In 2025 alone, governments submitted over 7,700 NTB notifications {o WTO — 10 times more than in 1995.

NTBs Across Major Economies

Economy NTB Coverage of Importiey NTB Types

European Union ~94% Environmental rules, CBAM, EU Deforestation Regulation, chemical safety, packaging
United States ~( 9% Export controls, entity lists, Al chip restrictions, strategic tech controls

India ~45% Quality regulations, import licensing, BIS standards, pharma registration

India's FTA Utilisation Problem

 ASEAN-India FTA (in force since 2010) — preferential tariff utilisation among Indian businesses remains below 50%
largely because of NTBs.

* Indonesian registration requirements restrict Indian pharma exports; Thai customs procedures force gem exporters to
reroute through Hong Kong.

 Japan FTA (since 2011) — market approvals can take 5—7 years; Japan has resisted recognising international testing
standards.

* |India's overall FTA utilisation rate is ~25%, compared to 70-80% for developed economies.

UAE CEPA — mandates automatic recognition of medicines approved by major global regulators; mutual acceptance of
lab testing; eliminates duplicate compliance costs.

India-EU TEPA (in force October 2025) — first FTA to make NTB reduction a legally binding obligation; streamlined
conformity assessment; dedicated sub-committee for ongoing NTB reduction.
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Q. “In the 21st century, the real barriers to trade are regulatory, not tariff-based.” Critically examine the role of

Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) in shaping India’'s international trade competitiveness, and suggest measures to
address them. (15 Marks)
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6. IS INDIA PRODUCING MORE GRADUATES THAN THE ECONOMY CAN ABSORB?

Source: The Hindu, Page 11 | Education, Economy, Employment
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Original article — The Hindu, Page 11, 19-June 2025

The Core Problem

* |India witnessing unprecedented expansion in higher education — thousands of new colleges producing millions of
graduates annually.

* Nearly 1 in 3 graduates is unemployed — a widening gap between graduate output and job creation.

* In engineering, graduate numbers have risen sharply but IT sector hiring has slowed considerably — the traditional
principal employer of engineering graduates.

* New opportunities in banking, manufacturing, defence, and space have expanded but not fast enough to absorb the rising
graduate numbers.

Capital-intensive investment in semiconductors, advanced manufacturing, and tech does not necessarily translate into
proportionate job creation.

Role of Al & Skill Mismatch

Al is changing the nature of work faster than educational institutions can adapt — companies want graduates who can
work with Al systems, validate Al outputs, solve complex problems.

* Students graduate with strong academic credentials but limited exposure to labs, manufacturing environments,
teamwork, and real-world problem-solving.

* Manufacturing is being transformed by automation, robotics, and Industry 4.0 — fewer supervisory engineers needed;
the number of jobs generated by manufacturing is not increasing at the pace expected.

Way Forward
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* Industry-academia collaboration must deepen — universities cannot design relevant programmes without industry

participation.

* |India should focus on products not just infrastructure — develop intellectual property, innovation, and high-value

employment.

* Increase investment in indigenous R&D; — in semiconductors, advanced computing, and design capabilities.

* Build a stronger entrepreneurship ecosystem that encourages innovation and supports risk-taking.

* Three priorities: Significantly increase R&D); investment; industry and academia must work more closely; build a stronger

startup ecosystem that encourages innovation.

&

Q. The rapid expansion of higher education in India has not translated into commensurate employment

opportunities. Examine the structural reasons for graduate unemployment and suggest policy interventions to

bridge the gap between education and employability. (15 Marks)
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7. SECTION 69A OF IT ACT — TELEGRAM BAN CONTROVERSY

Source: The Hindu, Page 14 | Polity, Governance, Fundamental Rights

Page No.14,GS 2

Context

Telegram challenge once again puts
spotlight on Section 69A of IT Act

NEWS ANALYSIS

Rizmi Lia M.
CHENNAI

The Centre’s move to block
Telegram has once again
drawn attention to Section
69A of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, a
provision that gives the go-
vernment the power to di-
rect intermediaries to
block aceess to online in-
formation under specified
circumstances.

The temporary ban on
the platform, which was in-
itially misused for the med-
ical entrance examination
paper leak and misinfor-
mation campaigns, was
aimed at curbing another
paper leak during the
NEET-UG retest. Telegram
has approached the Delhi
High Court challenging the
ban, which is set to last tll
June 22, and the judgment
has been reserved.

Section 69A of the IT Act

Telegram has approached the
Delhi HC challenging the ban,
which s set to last till June 22.

authorizes the Union go-
vernment ta block public
access to any information
via any computer re-
source, including applica-
tions and websites, if it is
satisfied that such blocking
i5 necessary "in the inter-
est of India’s sovereignty
and integrity, defence of
India, security of the state,
friendly relations with fo-
reign states, public order,
or for preventing incite-
ment to the commission of
any cognizable offence”.

But the restriction may
interfere with Article 19(1)
(a) of the Constitution,
which protects freedom of
speech and expression.
Therefore, the orders un-
der Section 69A must be is-
sued with the procedural
safeguards established by
the Information Technolo-
gy (Procedure and Safe-
guards for Blocking Access
to Information by the Pu-
blic) Rules, 2009,

In Anuradha Bhasin v
Union of India, the Su-
preme Court examined the
validity of the indefinite
blanket ban on internet
services in the erstwhile
State of Jammu and Kash-
mir, and the court held
that freedom of speech and
expression, as well as free-
dom to practice any profes-
sion or carry on any trade,
business, or occupation ov-
er the internet, are protect-
ed by Articles 19(I)(a) and
19(1}(g). The court also con-
cluded that orders restrict-
ing internet access must

meet the proportionality
test: they must be re-
quired, use the least res-
trictive measures available,
and be open to judicial
review.

Article 19(1)(g) provides
the right to practice any
profession or to engage in
any occupation, trade, or
business. A ban on a plat-
form that has about 150
million users in India will
disrupt many creators,
educators, and entrepre-
neurs running broadcast
froups, and prevent them
from maintaining commu-
nication with their sub-
scribers. It thus limits one’s
ability to earn a living.

Section 79 of the IT Act
also establishes intermedi-
ary safe harbour provision,
which means platforms are
not liable for third-party
content if they exercise
due diligence, follow the
Information Technology
Rules, 2021, and act quick-
ly upon receiving know-
ledge of illegal content.

Original article — The Hindu, Page 14, 19 June 2025

* Centre's move to temporarily block Telegram — initially misused for NEET-UG medical entrance paper leak and

misinformation campaigns — has renewed attention to Section 69A of the IT Act, 2000.

* Telegram approached the Delhi High Court challenging the ban (set to last till June 22); judgment was reserved.

About Section 69A — IT Act, 2000

* Authorises the Union Government to block public access to any information via any computer resource, including apps and

websites.

* Blocking can be ordered if necessary "in the interest of India's sovereignty and integrity, defence of India, security of

the state, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, or for preventing incitement to commission of any

cognizable offence.”
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* Orders must be issued with procedural safeguards under IT (Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking Access to
Information by the Public) Rules, 2009.

Constitutional Concerns & Judicial Precedents
* Restriction may interfere with Article 19(1)(a) — freedom of speech and expression.

* Article 19(1)(g) — right to practice any profession or trade/business. A ban on a platform with ~150 million users in India
will disrupt creators, educators, and entrepreneurs.

* Anuradha Bhasin v Union of India: Supreme Court held freedom of speech and expression, and freedom to practice
profession over the internet, are protected under Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g).

Orders restricting internet access must meet the proportionality test — required, use least restrictive measures, and be
open to judicial review.

* Section 79 of IT Act — intermediary safe harbour: platforms not liable for third-party content if they exercise due diligence,
follow IT Rules 2021, and act quickly on illegal content.

&

Q. Section 69A of the IT Act, 2000 gives the government sweeping powers to block online content. Critically
examine whether such powers strike an appropriate balance between national security imperatives and the

fundamental rights of citizens. (15 Marks)
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8. PRADHAN MANTRI VIKSIT BHARAT ROJGAR YOJANA (PM-VBRY) PRELIMS

Source: The Hindu, Page 16 | Government Schemes, Economy

PM Viksit Bharat
Rozgar Yojana

PARTB
Support to Employers

PART A

Incentive to First Time
Employees

+ Incentives for generating
additional employment

« Incentive of up to 215,000
for first-time employees
registered with EPFO

 Incentives to employers of

* Employees with Gross all sectors for 2 years;
wages upto 21 Lakh are 4 years for manufacturing
eligible

» Employers will receive up

* Online Financial to 23,000 per month for

literacy course for each additional employee

employees
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Full Name Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana (PM-VBRY)

Nodal Ministry Ministry of Labour and Employment

Objective Promote employment-led development, especially in manufacturing sector
Total Outlay m 99,446 crore

Target Create 3.5 crore jobs in two years

Disbursement Mode Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)

Recent Development PM Modi disbursed = 2,400 crore to 15 lakh beneficiaries (19 June 2025)
Employee Benefit First-time employees registered with EPFO get up to m 15,000

Employer Benefit Up to m 3,000 per month per new employee (all sectors: 2 yrs; manufacturing: 4 yrs)
Eligibility Employees with gross wages up to m 1 Lakh per month

Vision Alignment Viksit Bharat Vision & Atmanirbhar Bharat

Significance of PM-VBRY

* Large-scale job creation targeting India's pressing employment challenge — 3.5 crore youth directly benefited.

* Longer incentive duration for manufacturing sector (4 years) aligns with Atmanirbhar Bharat and industrial growth
goals.

* Promotes financial literacy and savings among youth through mandatory online financial literacy courses.
 DBT mechanism ensures direct, transparent transfer of benefits — minimises leakage.

* Incentivises formalisation of employment through EPFO reqgistration for first-time workers.




