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NATIONAL  |  POLITY & GOVERNANCE

1 Over 20 lakh take NEET-UG re-test; spotlight on NTA accountability

KEY POINTS

•  NEET-UG re-test conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA) at 5,440 centres in India and 14 abroad.

•  Held after the May exam was cancelled following a paper leak; ~7 lakh officials deployed.

•  CAPFs, Department of Posts, NIC and the IAF assisted the exercise.

•  Security: Aadhaar biometric + face authentication, 1,38,560 CCTV cameras, signal jammers, two-layer frisking.

•  Concern: the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 punishes leak networks but offers no
candidate compensation, no automatic re-exam right and no examiner liability.

•  The shift to Computer-Based Testing (CBT) does not fix the single-point-of-failure problem.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  NTA is a registered society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (2017) — not an Act of Parliament.

•  2024 Act: up to 10 yrs jail and Rs 1 cr fine for organised cheating.

•  NMC sets the MBBS seat matrix; CAPFs are under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

MAINS LINKAGE

•  Institutional accountability, examination integrity and right to equal opportunity (Articles 14, 16) — GS-II.

2 Police begin collecting DNA records; NCRB database crosses 1 lakh profiles

KEY POINTS

•  Police across several States are collecting DNA, fingerprints, photographs and iris scans of arrested persons
and convicts.

•  Done under the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022.

•  Over one lakh profiles generated, stored in a central NCRB database under the Union Home Ministry.

•  Records can be retained for up to 75 years.

•  NAFIS (launched 2022) enables nationwide matching of records.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  The 2022 Act replaced the Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920.

•  NAFIS = National Automated Fingerprint Identification System; NCRB is under the MHA.

MAINS LINKAGE

•  Investigative efficiency vs the right to privacy (K.S. Puttaswamy, 2017) and data protection — GS-II.

3 'Voting should be recognised as a fundamental right' — Jairam Ramesh

KEY POINTS

•  Jairam Ramesh argued the right to vote should be elevated from a statutory right to a fundamental right.

•  Aim: stronger judicial review and protection against voter suppression, especially during the SIR.

•  Cited Article 326 (universal adult suffrage).

•  Cited Justice Ajay Rastogi's dissent in Anoop Baranwal vs Union of India (2023), which called the right to vote a
fundamental right.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  Article 326 provides universal adult suffrage in Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections.

•  The right to vote is presently a statutory/constitutional right, not a Fundamental Right.

•  SIR is a door-to-door revision of electoral rolls by the Election Commission of India.
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ECONOMY & INFRASTRUCTURE

4 India-U.S. interim trade deal needs 'final touches'

KEY POINTS

•  USTR Jamieson Greer to visit India to meet Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal; both sides seek an interim deal.

•  Sticking points: U.S. forced-labour investigations and a proposed 18% tariff on Indian goods.

•  A March Section 301 probe and a 12.5% tariff proposed on 54 countries loom.

•  U.S. Supreme Court invalidated President Trump's reciprocal tariffs; Section 301 hearing set for July 7.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  Section 301 of the U.S. Trade Act, 1974 lets the USTR act against unfair foreign trade practices.

•  USTR = Office of the United States Trade Representative.

5 India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA) to be signed by December: Goyal

KEY POINTS

•  India and the 27-nation European Union will sign the FTA by December; likely effective Feb-March 2026.

•  About 93% of Indian shipments to get duty-free access to the EU.

•  EU luxury cars and wines to become cheaper in India.

•  India + EU together account for ~25% of global GDP and ~one-third (~$33 trillion) of world trade.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  The EU is a bloc of 27 member states; FTA negotiations were concluded on January 27, 2026.

MAINS LINKAGE

•  India's trade diversification strategy amid U.S. tariff uncertainty — GS-II/III.

6 Maritime sector 'a major engine of growth': three naval ships commissioned

KEY POINTS

•  PM Modi commissioned three indigenously-built warships at Kolkata.

•  INS Dunagiri – advanced stealth frigate.

•  INS Sanshodhak – survey vessel.

•  INS Agray – anti-submarine warfare (ASW) shallow water craft.

•  Over 40 indigenous warships/submarines added recently, advancing 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' stresses indigenous, self-reliant defence manufacturing.

•  Ships built indigenously — part of India's growing maritime capability.

PM Modi with the Chief of the Naval Staff at the commissioning of INS Dunagiri, Sanshodhak and Agray, Kolkata. (PTI)
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ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH & DISASTER MANAGEMENT

7 Ammonia leak kills two at Tamil Nadu seafood unit

KEY POINTS

•  Ammonia gas leak at Peter & Paul Seafood Exports, a shrimp unit in Tiruvallur, Tamil Nadu.

•  Two migrant workers from Odisha killed; 60+ hospitalised.

•  CM C. Joseph Vijay set up a 3-member panel (interim report in 24 hrs, final in 3 days); Rs 2 lakh ex-gratia.

•  Violations found: no proper alarm system, fire hydrant, Form 12 register or ESI cover.

•  Proprietor and manager arrested under Section 105 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

•  Ammonia is the most common refrigerant used in the seafood industry.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  Ammonia (NH3) is a widely used industrial refrigerant — toxic and a strong irritant.

•  Section 105 BNS = culpable homicide not amounting to murder; NDRF is under the NDMA/MHA.

•  ESI = Employees' State Insurance scheme.

MAINS LINKAGE

•  Industrial safety regulation, migrant-worker welfare and disaster preparedness — GS-III.

NDRF personnel at the seafood unit in Tiruvallur after the gas leak. (PTI)

8 Kerala's battle with water-borne diseases (Opinion)

KEY POINTS

•  Recurring outbreaks: shigellosis, Hepatitis A, norovirus, Acute Diarrhoeal Diseases and amoebic
meningoencephalitis.

•  Root cause: under-investment in sewerage — less than 6% proper sewerage coverage.

•  62% of people depend on groundwater; faecal contamination of wells persists.

•  Gaps remain despite the AMRUT Mission.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  AMRUT = Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (urban water/sewerage).

•  Amoebic meningoencephalitis is caused by free-living amoebae (e.g., Naegleria fowleri).

NATIONAL EVENTS

9 International Day of Yoga observed (June 21)

KEY POINTS

•  The International Day of Yoga was observed on June 21.

•  Army personnel held a striking yoga session in Ladakh.

•  Andhra Pradesh CM Chandrababu Naidu announced permanent yoga centres.
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•  Nagaland deferred official events to June 22 after objections from Christian-majority groups (Sunday a day of
worship).

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  The International Day of Yoga (June 21) was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2014.

•  Ladakh is a Union Territory created in 2019.

Army personnel take part in a yoga session in Ladakh on the International Day of Yoga. (PTI)

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

10 'Chance to turn over a new leaf with Iran', says U.S. VP Vance

KEY POINTS

•  U.S. VP J.D. Vance said there is a chance to 'turn over a new leaf' with Iran.

•  Talks held at a Swiss resort (the 'Lake Lucerne Summit') to build on the interim deal that ended the recent war.

•  Iran represented by Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf and Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi.

•  Pakistan and Qatar acted as mediators.

•  Threats to the Strait of Hormuz remained a key concern.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  The Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman — a vital oil/LPG chokepoint.

•  Abbas Araghchi is Iran's Foreign Minister.

MAINS LINKAGE

•  India's energy security and the case to reduce dependence on the Strait of Hormuz — GS-II/III.
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EDITORIAL PAGE  —  ORIGINAL CLIPPINGS & ANALYSIS

EDITORIAL 1

Original editorial clipping — The Hindu, June 22, 2026 (Arun Gupta).

ANALYSIS & POINTERS — Junk Food / UPF Advertising

•  UPF = Ultra-Processed Food; HFSS = High in Fat, Sugar and Sodium.

•  NMAP (National Multisectoral Action Plan for NCDs, 2017-2022) envisaged HFSS advertising restrictions — still
unfulfilled.

•  Supreme Court (Feb 2026) observed front-of-pack labelling is necessary to protect the right to health (Article
21).

•  The Lancet Series (Nov 2025) links UPF consumption to obesity, diabetes and cardiovascular disease.

•  Around Rs 170 crore is spent monthly on junk-food advertising in India; the City of San Francisco sued 10 UPF
makers.

•  Mains (GS-II): the state's duty to regulate marketing of unhealthy food when children are vulnerable.
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EDITORIAL 2

Original editorial clipping — The Hindu, June 22, 2026 (Priyanjali Malik).

ANALYSIS & POINTERS — Ten Years of Brexit

•  The U.K. voted to leave the European Union (EU) on June 23, 2016 ('Take Back Control' / Leave campaign).

•  Brexit ended free movement of people and single-market access; economic costs include reduced trade &
investment.

•  Immigration stayed central: non-EU immigration rose sharply even as EU nationals declined.

•  Political instability: multiple PMs, Home Secretaries and Chancellors since 2016.

•  Mains (GS-II/IR): lessons for regional economic integration and the sovereignty-vs-interdependence debate.

LEAD EDITORIAL — IN BRIEF

◆  'Changed reality' — India must reduce its dependence on the Strait of Hormuz
KEY POINTS

•  The recent Iran conflict exposed India's strategic vulnerability over the Strait of Hormuz.

•  India's LPG strategy and a tightly scheduled supply chain rely heavily on Hormuz imports.

•  The editorial urges diversifying supply chains and building alternative maritime/land corridors (e.g., Chabahar).

•  Reducing Hormuz dependence is framed as a strategic necessity, not just an economic goal.

PRELIMS POINTERS

•  Chabahar Port (Iran), developed with Indian assistance, bypasses the Strait of Hormuz.

•  The UAE pursues a 'zero Hormuz dependency' strategy via alternative pipeline/port routes.
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PRELIMS PRACTICE  —  10 MCQs

Q1. With reference to the National Testing Agency (NTA), consider the following statements:
1. It was established through an Act of Parliament.
2. It conducts NEET-UG for undergraduate medical admissions.
Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (b) 2 only
Explanation: The NTA is a registered society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (2017), not created by an Act of
Parliament; it does conduct NEET-UG.

Q2. The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 primarily aims to:

(a) Grant automatic re-examination rights
(b) Penalise organised cheating and paper-leak networks
(c) Compensate candidates for cancelled exams
(d) Make the NTA liable for failures
Answer: (b) Penalise organised cheating and paper-leak networks
Explanation: The Act prescribes up to 10 years' jail and fines up to Rs 1 crore for organised unfair means; it has no
compensation or examiner-liability mechanism.

Q3. The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022 and NAFIS are associated with:

(a) Forensic/biometric records of accused persons
(b) Aadhaar-based subsidy delivery
(c) GST e-invoicing
(d) Census enumeration
Answer: (a) Forensic/biometric records of accused persons
Explanation: The 2022 Act allows collection of DNA, fingerprints and iris scans; NAFIS enables nationwide matching.
Records, held by the NCRB, can be retained up to 75 years.

Q4. Match the recently commissioned naval ships with roles:
1. INS Dunagiri 2. INS Sanshodhak 3. INS Agray

(a) 1-Survey, 2-Frigate, 3-ASW
(b) 1-Stealth frigate, 2-Survey vessel, 3-ASW shallow water craft
(c) 1-Submarine, 2-Frigate, 3-Survey
(d) 1-ASW, 2-Submarine, 3-Frigate
Answer: (b) 1-Stealth frigate, 2-Survey vessel, 3-ASW shallow water craft
Explanation: PM Modi commissioned INS Dunagiri (stealth frigate), INS Sanshodhak (survey vessel) and INS Agray (ASW
shallow water craft).

Q5. The Strait of Hormuz connects the:

(a) Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
(b) Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman
(c) Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea
(d) Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal
Answer: (b) Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman
Explanation: It is a strategic chokepoint linking the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman, vital for global oil/LPG trade.



The Hindu — Complete Analysis
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS & EDITORIAL DIGEST   •   MONDAY, 22 JUNE 2026

VEDANTA
COACHING ACADEMY

& LIBRARY

Compiled by Sapna ChauhanVedanta Coaching Academy & Library 10

Q6. Regarding the proposed India-EU FTA, consider:
1. The EU is a bloc of 27 member states.
2. India and the EU together account for nearly one-third of international trade.
Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (c) Both 1 and 2
Explanation: The EU has 27 members; per the report, India and the EU together account for ~25% of global GDP and about
one-third (~$33 trillion) of international trade.

Q7. The right to vote in India is currently best described as a:

(a) Fundamental Right under Article 19
(b) Statutory/constitutional right, not a Fundamental Right
(c) Directive Principle
(d) Fundamental Duty
Answer: (b) Statutory/constitutional right, not a Fundamental Right
Explanation: Article 326 provides universal adult suffrage, but the right to vote is treated as statutory/constitutional; Jairam
Ramesh sought to elevate it to a fundamental right.

Q8. The AMRUT Mission primarily focuses on:

(a) Rural electrification
(b) Urban water supply, sewerage and infrastructure
(c) Crop insurance
(d) Digital literacy
Answer: (b) Urban water supply, sewerage and infrastructure
Explanation: AMRUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation) targets urban water supply,
sewerage/septage and related infrastructure.

Q9. Regarding ammonia, the gas in the Tamil Nadu seafood tragedy:
1. It is a common refrigerant in the seafood industry.
2. It is chemically inert and non-toxic.
Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (a) 1 only
Explanation: Ammonia (NH3) is a widely used industrial refrigerant but is toxic and a strong irritant; it is not inert.

Q10. The 'Special Intensive Revision (SIR)' recently in the news is associated with:

(a) Revision of GST slabs
(b) Revision of electoral rolls by the Election Commission
(c) Revision of crop MSP
(d) Revision of the NEET syllabus
Answer: (b) Revision of electoral rolls by the Election Commission
Explanation: SIR is a door-to-door Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls; the Karnataka exercise raised questions about
acceptable residence/domicile documents.

ANSWER KEY

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10

B B A B B C B B A B
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MAINS PRACTICE  —  2 QUESTIONS WITH POINTERS

Mains Question 1 — GS Paper II (Governance)

“The repeated cancellation of high-stakes national entrance examinations exposes structural weaknesses in the
design and accountability of India's examination bodies.” Critically examine with reference to the NTA and the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024. (250 words)

ANSWER POINTERS

•  Intro: the 2026 NEET-UG cancellation and re-test affected 20+ lakh aspirants.

•  Design flaws: NTA is a registered society (Societies Registration Act, 1860) with no codified liability;
single-sitting exams are a single point of failure.

•  Legal gap: the 2024 Act punishes leak networks but lacks candidate compensation, automatic re-exam rights
and examiner liability.

•  Costs: financial, psychological and equity costs that hit poorer aspirants hardest.

•  Way forward: statutory accountability for the NTA; a compensation fund from exam fees; distributed/multiple
CBT windows; independent oversight and grievance redress.

•  Conclusion: reliability and fairness, not just punishment, must anchor reform; link to Articles 14 and 16.

Mains Question 2 — GS Paper III (Economy & Security)

India's dependence on the Strait of Hormuz constitutes a strategic vulnerability for its energy and trade security.
Discuss the risks and suggest measures to diversify India's supply chains. (250 words)

ANSWER POINTERS

•  Intro: the Strait of Hormuz links the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman — a chokepoint for much of India's oil/LPG
imports.

•  Risks: Iran-Israel-U.S. conflict disrupts flows and raises freight/insurance costs; over-reliance on one route;
limited contingency storage.

•  Implications: energy-price shocks, current-account/inflation pressure and supply-chain fragility.

•  Diversification: alternative routes (Chabahar, INSTC), strategic petroleum reserves, diversified sources (U.S.,
Russia, Africa), and renewables/green hydrogen.

•  Maritime strategy: Indian-flagged carriers, maritime domain awareness and partnerships (UAE's 'zero-Hormuz'
model).

•  Conclusion: reducing Hormuz dependence is a strategic necessity tied to energy security and Aatmanirbhar
Bharat.

Compiled for daily current-affairs revision — only the most important news. Source: The Hindu (International Edition), Monday,
June 22, 2026. Editorial clippings reproduced for educational discussion.


