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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S TOPIC 1 ·  GS

1 Index of Industrial Production (IIP)
GS 3 Economy

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Industrial output growth hit a 5-month high of 5.1% in May 2026, driven by manufacturing, electricity, capital and consumer
goods; mining contracted for a fifth straight month.

The Hindu, Pg 1 — 'Industrial output growth hits 5-month high of 5.1%' (with the original MoSPI growth chart)

★ ABOUT THE IIP

5.1% growth in May 2026 — a five-month high — led by manufacturing (5.5%), electricity & gas (9.9%, a two-year high on a
delayed monsoon & higher temperatures) and capital/consumer goods.

Mining & quarrying contracted 1.6%, its fifth consecutive month of contraction.

Within durables, autos again led, followed by computers and other electronics; consumer durables (7.2%) and non-durables (3.6%)
both revived.

MoSPI further tweaked the new IIP series first released on 1 June — it now uses the Producer Price Index (PPI) instead of WPI for
some value-based outputs, superseding the WPI-based 2022-23 series.

Published monthly by the NSO under MoSPI; a macro-indicator of short-term change in the volume of industrial production.

Base year revised 2011-12 → 2022-23, the latest major macro-series revised in 2026 alongside GDP.

Coverage broadened to include gas supply, water supply, sewerage & waste management beyond mining, manufacturing and
electricity.

Electricity generation now split cleanly into renewable vs non-renewable, sharpening the view of the green-energy transition.
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S TOPIC 2 ·  GS

2 White-rumped Vulture & Conservation
GS 3 Environment

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A captive-bred, radio-tagged white-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis) released at Mudumalai Tiger Reserve was electrocuted
by a power line — marking the failure of India's first attempted reintroduction of a captive-bred bird of the species.

The Hindu, Pg 1 — 'Radio-tagged white-rumped vulture electrocuted in T.N.'

VULTURES — ECOLOGICAL ROLE

★ VULTURE SPECIES & IUCN STATUS

The bird, initially released in Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve (Maharashtra) in Dec 2025, drifted into Karnataka, was treated for
illness, then released at MTR — home to South India's last sizeable population of the species.

It failed to acclimatise, made exploratory forays (Gudalur, Kalhatty, Ebbanad) and died on a power line over the Sigur plateau.

The death could have consequences for future conservation/reintroduction policy.

Large scavengers that feed on carcasses, preventing disease spread, recycling nutrients and keeping landscapes clean. Indian
populations collapsed mainly due to the NSAID diclofenac.

Critically Endangered: Indian (Gyps indicus), Slender-billed (G. tenuirostris), White-rumped (G. bengalensis), Red-headed
(Sarcogyps calvus).

Endangered: Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus).

Near Threatened: Himalayan (G. himalayensis), Cinereous (Aegypius monachus), Bearded (Gypaetus barbatus).

Least Concern: Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvus).
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S TOPIC 3 ·  GS

3 Bharat Rate of Growth — Reforms 3.0
GS 3 Economy Sci & Tech

W H Y  I N  N E W S

An op-ed argues India must move from the old 'Hindu rate of growth' to a 'Bharat rate of growth' (8%+) by treating AI as the
transformational lever that 1991 liberalisation once was — chiefly by making AI compute/tokens as freely available as data.

The Hindu, Pg 8 — 'Reforms 3.0 — towards the Bharat rate of growth'

★ KEY DATA POINTS TO REMEMBER

For 45 years post-Independence India grew at an anaemic 3% ('Hindu rate of growth'); the 1991 BoP crisis forced liberalisation and
GDP surged — crisis breeds reform.

India has shown it can leapfrog infrastructure: Aadhaar (1.38 bn enrolled), UPI (250 bn annual transactions worth $3.4 tn, ~50% of
global real-time payments) and Jio making mobile data nearly free.

India spends only ~0.65% of GDP on R&D, far below China (2.4%), US (3.5%), South Korea (4.9%) and Israel (5.4%).

Proposal: a National AI Token Policy over 24 months; PPP with AWS, Google, Microsoft for a multi-vendor sovereign compute
framework; free research tokens to top-20 IITs + IISc, then 100 R&D institutions and 5,000 schools.

Warns against a single-vendor (NVIDIA) lock-in — suggests a 40:30:30 hardware mix; favours open-source models for sovereignty
and lower cost.

India subsidises 'calories, chemicals & carbon' at ~$49 bn/year; the author argues for redirecting a fraction toward 'cognition'.

An AI token subsidy for 100 universities + 5,000 schools is estimated at ~$2 bn/yr (≈0.06% of GDP).
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S TOPIC 4 ·  GS

4 Delayed Honour — Op Sindoor & Accountability
GS 2 Governance

W H Y  I N  N E W S

An editorial criticises the year-long delay in formally acknowledging that six soldiers died in Operation Sindoor (2025),
arguing operational secrecy cannot override public accountability.

The Hindu, Pg 8 — 'Delayed honour'

★ THE CORE PRINCIPLE

Operation Sindoor was a cross-border strike in Pakistan in retaliation for the April 2025 Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26
people.

The government took over a year to formally acknowledge the soldiers' deaths, even while maintaining a self-congratulatory public
posture.

Cremations were done with full military honours; in Aug 2025 the Air Chief visited a fallen soldier's family and the MoD announced
gallantry awards.

A July 2025 Lok Sabha remark that 'no soldiers were harmed' is now clarified as referring to pilots, amid claims Parliament was
misled.

There is a distinction between operational secrecy (legitimate) and public accountability (essential).

Non-transparency about human/material losses may serve a ruling party's interest but not the national interest.

A public accounting of gains and losses is the best safeguard for wise decision-making on war.
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S TOPIC 5 ·  GS

5 Caught in the Middle — Drug Abuse
GS 2 Social Issues Security

W H Y  I N  N E W S

India sits between the world's two largest drug-producing belts; an op-ed argues India must shift from a seizure-and-arrest focus
to harm reduction and 'lives restored'.

The Hindu, Pg 8 — 'Caught in the middle' (drug-abuse harm reduction)

★ WAY FORWARD & STATIC LINKAGE

India lies between the Death Crescent (Afghanistan-Pakistan-Iran) and Death Triangle (Myanmar-Thailand-Laos). Myanmar is now
the world's leading source of illicit opium.

Drugs arrive via maritime routes at Gujarat, Kerala & Tamil Nadu; some are made domestically from diverted pharma ingredients.

The NCB notes a surge in drone smuggling (esp. over Punjab), darknet trade and cryptocurrency use.

Enforcement asymmetry: small possessors of heroin can face up to 6 months' jail while large drugmakers often escape lightly.

Treatment gaps: forced detoxification in private centres, urban-concentrated rehabilitation while addiction is densest in border/rural
Punjab, stigma, and scarce gender-responsive care.

Shift the metric of success from seizures & arrests to 'lives restored' — a public-health, harm-reduction approach.

Expand opioid substitution therapy & Integrated Rehabilitation Centres into rural/border belts, not just cities; add gender-
responsive care.

Decriminalise small-quantity possession (de-link from criminal record) so youth aren't trapped in the drug-crime cycle.

Relevant framework: NDPS Act, 1985; Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB); Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan; international body —
INCB.
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S TOPIC 6 ·  GS

6 Preparing India for China's Missile Challenge
GS 3 Security IR

W H Y  I N  N E W S

With China deploying 200+ conventional missile launchers opposite India, an analyst argues India needs a dedicated Rocket
Force and interim measures to build credible deterrence.

The Hindu, Pg 8 — 'Preparing India for China's missile challenge'

A ROCKET FORCE SHOULD DELIVER THREE EFFECTS

★ WAY FORWARD / INTERIM STEPS

China treats missiles as tools of coercion and war-fighting, not just deterrence; a barrage on Indian hinterland could force a two-front
fight.

Bases at Korla & Kunming field DF-15B, DF-16, DF-21C (border targets) and DF-26 (deep, dual-role); hypersonics DF-100 & CJ-
1000 strike with no warning — India lacks reliable defence.

India's inventory (Agni, LR-LACM, Nirbhay, BrahMos) is still being integrated; it lacks real-time targeting, has finite stockpiles,
and its Rocket Force remains conceptual.

Strategic: hold the PLA Western Theatre Command at risk (deep Tibet/Xinjiang).

Operational: degrade road/rail, airbases & logistics along the border.

Tactical: let field commanders strike PLA camps, gun positions & ammo dumps.

Place the rocket force under the CDS, not a single service; expand MRBM/IRBM (Agni variants) for reciprocal risk against Korla &
Kunming.

Fast-track hypersonics; expand private-sector R&D and end-to-end manufacturing to cut foreign dependence.

Interim: disperse & harden IAF airbases; optimise air defence; expand satellite surveillance to detect mobile DF-26 launchers.
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S TOPIC 7 ·  GS

7 Food Safety & FSSAI
GS 2 Governance Health

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Two recent mass food-poisoning events (Indore school, Bhiwandi eatery, 200+ affected) highlight weak implementation of the
Food Safety & Standards Act; the State Food Safety Index shows widespread low scores.

The Hindu, Pg 9 — 'Rise in food poisoning… Slipping safety standards'

★ FSSAI — AT A GLANCE

1,122 people died of food poisoning in India in 2024 (Accidental Deaths & Suicides report).

Nearly three-fourths of States/UTs scored below 50/100 on the Food Safety Index. Jharkhand (130+ deaths) scored 26.5; Uttar
Pradesh (200+ casualties) scored 44.25.

Severe vacancies: only 2,997 of 4,208 sanctioned Food Safety Officer posts filled (Q3 FY 2025-26); FSSAI officer vacancies rose
from ~30% to ~40% in five years.

WHO (2026): unsafe food causes ~866 mn illnesses & 1.5 mn deaths annually; India ranks 15th on years-of-life-lost, alongside
several low-income African nations.

A new amendment makes inspection frequency risk-based (by establishment type & past record).

Apex food regulator; autonomous statutory body under the FSS Act, 2006, working under the Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare; HQ New Delhi.

Five index parameters: human resources/institutional data, compliance, testing infra & surveillance, training & capacity, consumer
empowerment.

Sets science-based standards, accredits labs, advises governments and harmonises norms with Codex.
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S MAINS PRACTICE

M Mains Practice Questions

Freshly framed from today's themes — not reproduced from the source.

GS 3 ·  ECONOMY & TECHNOLOGY 8 Marks

India is being urged to treat artificial intelligence as the structural reform that liberalisation was in 1991. Examine how
making AI compute and tokens widely accessible could lift India toward a higher 'Bharat rate of growth', and identify
the key risks in such a strategy. (120 words)

भारत से आग्रह किया जा रहा है कि वह कृ त्रिम बुद्धिमत्ता (AI) को उसी प्रकार का संरचनात्मक सु धार माने जैसा 1991 का उदारीकरण था।

परीक्षण कीजिए कि AI कं प्यूट एवं टोकन को व्यापक रूप से सु लभ बनाना भारत को उच्चतर 'भारत विकास दर' की ओर कै से ले जा सकता है, तथा

इस रणनीति के  प्रमु ख जोखिमों  की पहचान कीजिए। (120 शब्द)

GS 3 ·  SECURITY 12 Marks

"A credible conventional missile capability, not numerical parity, is the foundation of deterrence against a militarily
superior adversary." In light of China's missile deployments opposite India, critically analyse the case for an Indian
Rocket Force and suggest interim measures India can adopt until one becomes operational. (200 words)

"किसी सैन्य दृष्टि से श्रेष्ठ प्रतिद्वंद्वी के  विरुद्ध प्रतिरोध की नीं व संख्यात्मक समानता नहीं , बल्कि एक विश्वसनीय पारंपरिक मिसाइल क्षमता है।" भारत

के  समक्ष चीन की मिसाइल तैनातियों  के  संदर्भ में, भारतीय रॉके ट फोर्स के  पक्ष में तर्कों  का आलोचनात्मक विश्लेषण कीजिए तथा रॉके ट फोर्स के

परिचालनगत होने तक भारत द्वारा अपनाए जा सकने वाले अंतरिम उपाय सु झाइए। (200 शब्द)
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S PRELIMS PRACTICE

P R E L I M S  P R A C T I C E  —  M C Q S

Q1. With reference to the Index of Industrial Production (IIP), consider the following statements:
1. It is released monthly by the NSO under MoSPI.
2. Its base year was recently revised to 2022-23.
3. The new series uses the Wholesale Price Index for all value-based outputs.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (a) — The new series replaced WPI with the Producer Price Index (PPI) for some outputs — so statement 3 is wrong. Statements 1 and
2 are correct.

Q2. The white-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis), in news recently, is best described as:

(a) Endangered, declined due to habitat loss (b) Critically Endangered, declined mainly due to diclofenac

(c) Near Threatened, a high-altitude species (d) Least Concern, common across India

Ans: (b) — White-rumped vulture is Critically Endangered (IUCN); its steepest decline was driven by the NSAID diclofenac in cattle
carcasses.

Q3. Which of the following vultures is correctly matched with its IUCN status?

(a) Egyptian Vulture — Critically Endangered (b) Griffon Vulture — Endangered

(c) Himalayan Vulture — Near Threatened (d) Red-headed Vulture — Least Concern

Ans: (c) — Himalayan Vulture is Near Threatened. Egyptian = Endangered; Griffon = Least Concern; Red-headed = Critically Endangered.

Q4. The terms 'Death Crescent' and 'Death Triangle', recently renamed by the MHA, refer respectively to:

(a) Afghanistan-Pakistan-Iran and Myanmar-Thailand-Laos (b) Myanmar-Thailand-Laos and Afghanistan-Pakistan-Iran

(c) Iran-Iraq-Syria and Myanmar-China-Laos (d) Pakistan-Afghanistan-Tajikistan and Thailand-Vietnam-Laos

Ans: (a) — The Golden Crescent (Afghanistan-Pakistan-Iran) was renamed 'Death Crescent' and the Golden Triangle (Myanmar-Thailand-
Laos) 'Death Triangle' to strip the drug trade of glamour.

Q5. With reference to UPI, consider the following:
1. It processes around 250 billion transactions annually.
2. It handles roughly half of the world's real-time digital payments.
Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither

Ans: (c) — Per the source, UPI processes ~250 bn annual transactions worth $3.4 tn and handles ~50% of the world's real-time digital
payments.
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S PRELIMS PRACTICE

Q6. India's R&D spending as a share of GDP, as cited, is closest to:

(a) 0.65% (b) 1.5%

(c) 2.4% (d) 3.5%

Ans: (a) — India spends ~0.65% of GDP on R&D — well below China (2.4%), the US (3.5%), South Korea (4.9%) and Israel (5.4%).

Q7. Operation Sindoor (2025) was launched in retaliation for which event?

(a) Galwan clash (b) Pulwama attack

(c) Pahalgam terror attack (d) Uri attack

Ans: (c) — Operation Sindoor was cross-border strikes in Pakistan in response to the April 2025 Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 people.

Q8. The Chinese missiles DF-100 and CJ-1000, mentioned as a major concern for India, are notable because they are:

(a) Intercontinental ballistic missiles (b) Hypersonic missiles that strike with no launch warning

(c) Submarine-launched cruise missiles (d) Anti-satellite weapons

Ans: (b) — DF-100 and CJ-1000 are hypersonic missiles that can strike deep with no launch warning — a vulnerability against which India
lacks reliable defence.

Q9. With reference to FSSAI, consider the following:
1. It is a statutory body under the FSS Act, 2006.
2. It functions under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs.
3. It harmonises Indian food norms with Codex standards.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (b) — FSSAI works under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (not Consumer Affairs), so 2 is wrong. 1 and 3 are correct.

Q10. As per the WHO Foodborne Disease Estimates (2026) cited in the article, unsafe food causes approximately:

(a) 200 million illnesses and 0.5 million deaths annually (b) 866 million illnesses and 1.5 million deaths annually

(c) 1.2 billion illnesses and 3 million deaths annually (d) 500 million illnesses and 2 million deaths annually

Ans: (b) — WHO (2026) estimated unsafe food causes ~866 million illnesses and ~1.5 million deaths annually; India ranks 15th on years-of-
life-lost.

A N S W E R  K E Y

Q1 (a) Q2 (b) Q3 (c) Q4 (a) Q5 (c) Q6 (a) Q7 (c) Q8 (b) Q9 (b) Q10 (b)
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V E D A N TA  ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S REVISION

★ Quick Revision & Thought

★ ONE-LINE RECALL

“
Crisis breeds reform, and reform breeds exponential outcomes.

”
—  E N D  O F  3 0  J U N E  2 0 2 6  E D I T I O N  ·  V E D A N TA C O A C H I N G  A C A D E M Y  &  L I B R A R Y  —

IIP: 5.1% (May'26), base year now 2022-23, PPI replaces WPI.

Vulture: White-rumped (Gyps bengalensis), CR, diclofenac-hit.

Reforms 3.0: National AI Token Policy; R&D only 0.65% of GDP.

Op Sindoor: secrecy vs accountability; Pahalgam retaliation.

Drugs: Death Crescent & Death Triangle; shift to harm reduction.

China missiles: case for an Indian Rocket Force under CDS.

FSSAI: statutory under FSS Act 2006, MoH&FW; 5 index parameters.
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