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Free Indo-Pacific a Priority for India & Japan

Free Indo-Pacific a priority
for India and Japan: Modi

During first visit to India as PM, Takaichi says both countries are ‘perfectly aligned’ and stresses

Saurabh Trivedi

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

“free and rules-
A based Indo-Pacific”
is a common priori-

ty for India and Japan,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday
while welcoming his Japa-
nese counterpart, Sanae
‘Takaichi. Mr. Modi said In-
dia and Japan would jointly
develop technologies that
would help in maintaining
maritime security and “re-
gional peace”.

“India and Japan are
among the biggest econo-
mies of the world. A free,
prosperous and rules-
based Indo-Pacific is our
shared priority. We will
jointly pave the way for
peace, stability and pro-
gress for the entire region,”
Mr. Modi said.
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Boosting ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Japanese
counterpart Sanae Takaichi in New Delhi. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

“In the field of defence,
India and Japan have done
the first agreement for co-
development of projects.
This agreement on naval
radio antenna will open a
new chapter of defence
technology partnership.
Now, we will jointly deve-

lop such technologies that
will help in maintaining re-
gional peace, maritime se-
curity, and strengthen
rules-based order,” Mr. Mo-
di added.

Ms. Takaichi, who ar-
rived in New Delhi on July 1
for her first visit to India as

the need for ‘strategic cooperation’; both sides sealed 129 MoUs on technology, investment and Al

gy P=vus

Prime Minister, renewed
her call for an updated free
and open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP) and emphasised the
need for “strategic cooper-
ation”. She said the two
countries were “perfectly
aligned”.

Mr. Modi and Ms. Takai-
chi attended an economic
session in which Indian
and Japanese companies
sealed 129 memoranda of
understanding on technol-
ogy, investment, and artifi-
cial intelligence.

According to a docu-
ment shared by the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry, Japan
is on track to invest $1 tril-
lion across States, includ-
ing Haryana, Odisha, Mah-
arashtra, Gujarat, and
those in the northeastern
region.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14

JAPAN

INDIA

WHY IN NEWS
During Japanese PM Sanae Takaichi's first visit to India, PM Modi called a "free and rules-based Indo-Pacific" a shared

priority. Both sides sealed 129 MoUs on technology, investment and Al, and concluded their first defence co-development
pact (naval radio antenna).

The Hindu — Modi & Takaichi in New Delhi; 129 MoUs signed

India-Japan strategic axis in the Indo-Pacific

¢ India and Japan will jointly develop technologies to strengthen maritime security and "regional peace"; Takaichi termed the
two nations "perfectly aligned".

¢ Japan is on track to invest $1 trillion across Indian States — including Haryana, Odisha, Maharashtra, Gujarat and the
North-East — per an MEA document.

The naval radio-antenna agreement opens a new chapter in defence-technology partnership, moving ties beyond buyer-
seller toward joint production.

| Current Affairs & Editorial — by Sapna Chauhan
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0 1 | India—Japan - Strategic Architecture

-Tatar Strait

Kyushuf " Shikoku

Maritime geography of Japan — seas, straits & island chains

4 DEFENCE & ECONOMIC PILLARS

war games.

Supply chains: Japan-India Economic Security Initiative and the trilateral Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI)
with Australia de-risk over-reliance on a single geography.

‘ Act East Forum (2017): drives NER development and connectivity to Southeast Asia; JICA funds road networks in
Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, including the Dhubri-Phulbari bridge over the Brahmaputra.

‘ Joint exercises: JIMEX (Navy), Dharma Guardian (Army), Veer Guardian (Air Force) and the multilateral Malabar naval

¢ THE "REALITY GAP" IN AFRICA

The Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC) was launched to counter China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) — but
delivery mechanisms lag.

‘ Japan's capital is tied up in slow JICA bureaucracy and a risk-averse private sector; India's African networks lack the
reserves for heavy infrastructure — limiting joint work to minor initiatives.

| Current Affairs & Editorial — by Sapna Chauhan |
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Vikram-1: India's First Private Orbital Rocket

GS3 - S&T

Page 6

The Hindu

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

India’s first privately deve-
loped orbital-class rocket is
all set for its maiden
launch.

On Thursday, private
space launch company
Skyroot Aerospace, based
in Hyderabad, announced
that the launch window for
Vikram-1’s first test flight,
named Mission Aagaman,
is between July 12 and Au-
gust 4.

It said that Test Flight-1
is targeted for no earlier
than July 12, subject to the
completion of assembly
and testing operations at
the launch site at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in

Vikram-1 sits on a launch pad
at the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota.

Sriharikota, as well as
weather, safety and range
clearance. The launch win-
dow extends till August 4.
The company said that
Mission Aagaman, mean-
ing ‘the arrival’, marks its

Vikram-1, India’s first-ever
privately developed orbital
rocket, gears up for launch

second mission following
the successful suborbital
flight of Vikram-S, the first
private rocket to reach
space from Indian soil, on
November 18, 2022.

It said that this would be
a partially commercial
flight, with the company
planning to commence full
commercial flights after
one or two successful de-
monstrations to orbit.

All stages of the Sky-
root’s Vikram-1 have been
successfully integrated and
stacked at the launch pad.
The mission will gather
critical data across propul-
sion, stage separation, gui-
dance, navigation, control
and  overall  vehicle
performance.

WHY IN NEWS

The Hindu — Skyroot's Vikram-1 gears up for maiden launch

Vikram-1 stacked on the pad at Sriharikota

Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace announced that Vikram-1's first test flight — Mission Aagaman ("the arrival") —
has a launch window of July 12 to August 4 from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. It will be India's first
privately developed orbital-class rocket.

'3 Follows the Vikram-S suborbital flight of 18 November 2022 — the first private rocket to reach space from Indian soil.
oA partially commerecial flight; full commercial launches will begin after one or two successful demonstrations to orbit.

X3 All stages are integrated and stacked; the mission will gather data on propulsion, stage separation, guidance, navigation and
control (GNC), and overall vehicle performance.

Orbital-class rocket: a launch vehicle able to generate enough speed and thrust to place a payload into Earth orbit or
beyond.

STATIC LINKAGE — INDIA'S PRIVATE SPACE PUSH

IN-SPACe (regulator/promoter) and NSIL (commercial arm) anchor private participation; the Indian Space Policy 2023
opened the value chain to NGEs (Non-Govt Entities).

<> Vikram-1 vs ISRO's SSLV: both target the small-satellite market, reflecting a growing commercial launch ecosystem.

Page 4 /15
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NIMHANS iSLEEPS: Open Sleep-Disorder Database

Page 6

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

A team of researchers from
NIMHANS, Bengaluru, and
the International Institute
of Information Technology
(IIIT), Hyderabad, has de-
veloped the first open-ac-
cess Asian database of
overnight sleep studies in
patients with ischemic
stroke.

The database, which
has been made publicly
available, is expected to
support research on sleep
disorders in stroke survi-
vors and help improve
post-stroke care.

The dataset, named iS-
LEEPS (Polysomnography
Dataset for Sleep Analysis
in Ischemic Stroke Pa-
tients), has been published
in the Nature Portfolio

" il )

The database comprises 100 overnight polysomnography (PSG)

NIMHANS opens ‘database’ to aid research
on sleep disorders among stroke patients

= . i

recordings collected at the NIMHANS. SUDHAKARA JAIN

journal Scientific Data. It
comprises 100 overnight
polysomnography (PSG)
recordings collected at the
NIMHANS between Sep-
tember 2018 and Decem-
ber 2021.

Each recording includes
manually scored sleep
stages, respiratory events,

oxygen desaturation epi-
sodes, periodic limb move-
ments and clinical infor-
mation, all annotated,
according to the American
Academy of Sleep Medi-
cine’s 2017 guidelines.
Srijithesh P.R., profes-
sor of neurology at NIM-
HANS and one of the cor-

responding authors of the
study, told The Hindu that
the project was conceived
to address a major gap in
sleep medicine research.
“Sleep-disordered breath-
ing is extremely common
after ischemic stroke, but
researchers have had very
limited access to large,
well-annotated  datasets
from stroke patients... We
wanted to create a high-
quality resource that re-
searchers across the world
can use,” he said.

“Sleep... plays an impor-
tant role in brain repair,
memory consolidation and
functional recovery after
stroke. If sleep disorders...
are not recognised and
treated, they can adversely
affect rehabilitation and
even increase the risk of re-
current stroke,” he said.

WHY IN NEWS

The Hindu — NIMHANS opens a database to aid stroke-sleep research

Researchers from NIMHANS, Bengaluru and IlIT-Hyderabad developed the first open-access Asian database of
overnight sleep studies in patients with ischemic stroke — to support post-stroke care.

'3 Named iSLEEPS (Polysomnography Dataset for Sleep Analysis in Ischemic Stroke Patients); published in Nature Portfolio's

Scientific Data.

'S Comprises 100 overnight polysomnography (PSG) recordings collected at NIMHANS between Sept 2018 - Dec 2021,
annotated per American Academy of Sleep Medicine 2017 guidelines.

@ Sleep-disordered breathing is common after ischemic stroke; sleep supports brain repair, memory consolidation and
functional recovery — untreated disorders raise recurrence risk.

STATIC LINKAGE — NIMHANS & MENTAL HEALTH POLICY

0 NIMHANS established 27 Dec 1974 (merger of AIIMH 1954 & Mysore Mental Hospital 1847); the NIMHANS Act 2012
declared it an Institute of National Importance.

Q Union Budget 2026-27: provides for a NIMHANS-2 and upgrades to institutes at Ranchi & Tezpur.

Q Tele MANAS (24x7 tele-mental-health helpline); NSPS 2022 targets a 10% cut in suicide mortality by 2030; mental iliness
is covered under PM-JAY (Rs 5 lakh/family) and recognised under the RPwD Act.

Current Affairs & Editorial — by Sapna Chauhan
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Siang Upper Multipurpose Project (SUMP)

CHINA
(TIBET)

COURSE OF THE SIANG
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Course of the Siang — pre-feasibility survey sites in Arunachal Pradesh

WHY IN NEWS
The proposed X1,13,000-crore SUMP remains in a tense standoff with indigenous Adi and Galo tribes in Arunachal
Pradesh over displacement and a deep trust deficit.

@ A mega hydro-electric and flood-control facility with an installed capacity of 11,000-11,200 MW.

Consolidates two earlier proposals into a single storage-type reservoir (280-300 m height), designed to generate 47 billion
kWh/year and hold a 9-billion-cubic-metre reservoir.

GEOGRAPHY — THE SIANG | BRAHMAPUTRA SYSTEM
o Location: near Geku village, Upper Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh.

O River: the Siang enters India near Gelling; upstream in Tibet it is the Yarlung Tsangpo (rises at ~5,300 m in the
Chemayungdung range near Mansarovar).

© Confluences: flows 197 km to meet the Shiyomi, then joins the Dibang and Lohit in Assam to form the Brahmaputra.

Risks: fragile seismotectonic zone — landslides and quakes can trigger natural dams and sudden floods; downstream
alluvial plains support kiwi, mandarin orange and large cardamom.

Current Affairs & Editorial — by Sapna Chauhan Page 6 / 15
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The Right to a Fair Trial at the Crossroads

GS2 - Polity

Page 10

hen, earlier this year, the
Supreme Court of India denied
bail to Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam in the 2020 Delhi Riots
cases (while granting bail to five other individuals
in the same case), one key question that arose
was this: “how long is too long” for people to be
kept in jail without being found guilty of an
offence? At the time of the Court’s judgment,
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam had spent more
than five years in jail without trial; at the time of
writing, that period is approaching six years.

Bail, delay, and rights

In its own prior judgments, the Court had noted
that an extended delay in trial would trigger an
accused’s right to personal liberty under Article
21. Thus, even though the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) has strict requirements
for delay, these statutory restrictions could not
override the constitutional (and indeed, human)
right to personal liberty.

However, in denying bail to Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam, another Bench of the Court noted
that a delay in the trial could not create an
iron-clad right to bail, but would have to be
weighed against other factors such as the gravity
of the offence and which of the parties was
“responsible” for the delay. With respect, these
observations appear to miss the point. Issues
such as the gravity of an offence are factors used
to determine, in the first instance, whether or not
a case for bail is made out. To then invoke the
gravity of the offence—which, at the stage of bail,
is only an allegation made by the state — to
override the question of delay essentially creates
a sliding scale under which certain individuals
can be kept in jail for decades simply because
they have been “accused” of grave offences.

Indeed, this has happened: people accused
under the UAPA have been kept in jail for more
than two decades before eventually being
acquitted, with the best years of their lives
robbed from them. Indeed, the very fact that this
has happened on more than one occasion ought
to have given the Court pause.

Nor does the argument that the accused
themselves might be responsible for delaying the
trial hold any water. Whatever applications an
accused (or, for that matter, the state) may make,

=

Gautam Bhatia

Delhi-based lawyer

As proceedings
in the 2020
Delhi Riots
cases show,
endless
imprisonment
without trial
raises urgent
questions about
liberty

and justice

ultimately it is the judge who controls the
courtroom and the pace of the trial, and it is the
judge upon whom the ultimate responsibility
rests to ensure that trials are completed within a
reasonable timeframe.

Indeed, it was clear that the Court itself
recognised some of these issues when, in a rare
move, another two-judge Bench recently openly
criticised the Delhi Riots bail rejection as being
contrary to established precedent and reiterated
the fundamental principle that, under a
Constitution committed to the rule of law,
individuals cannot be incarcerated indefinitely
without a trial.

In response, and in another case, the Delhi
Riots Bench “referred” this question to the Chief
Justice to constitute a larger Bench to resolve.
With respect, the very fact that the Supreme
Court is effectively debating whether people who
have spent more than half a decade in jail (the
amount of time that another famous political
prisoner, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, did) should or
should not be released, is a cause for
consternation.

Bail and legal inconsistency

In the meantime, at the level of the trial court and
the High Courts, conflict and inconsistency in
judicial decisions continue to persist. Recently,
the High Court of Delhi (correctly) granted bail to
the Kashmiri human rights activist, Khurram
Parvez, who had been incarcerated for more than
four years without trial. This length of time in
prison without trial weighed heavily with the
High Court in deciding to grant bail. What is
curious, however, is that the judge who
(correctly) granted Khurram Parvez bail had
denied bail in the Delhi Riots cases the previous
year, when the accused in that case had already
spent more than four years in jail. Nor is this the
only instance of the same judge speaking with
different judicial voices: in the Delhi Riots cases
themselves, on the same underlying facts, the
same judge delivered opposing bail judgments a
year apart.

It is trite to say that no case is identical to the
other. On an issue as basic as pre-trial
incarceration, repeated inconsistencies across
cases and courts undermine the rule of law and,
ultimately, damage the cause of fundamental

The right to a fair trial at the crossroads

rights and individual liberty. These questions
assume particular significance because laws such
as the UAPA, in particular, have an undeniably
political character, and it has been demonstrated
across the world that states are only too happy to
interpret these laws in a way that blurs the line
between political dissent and what the law
defines as “terrorism”. Recent attempts in the
United Kingdom and the United States around
dissent linked to Israel’s genocide in Palestine are
examples of this.

What the judiciary must ensure

In such a context, it becomes particularly
important for the judiciary to ensure that such
laws are not weaponised. While legal
interpretation is subjective, one thing is — and
should be — crystal clear: that the state cannot
keep people behind bars for years without trial. It
makes a mockery of having a system based on the
rule of law, and one that — to use the old adage —
entrenches the process as the punishment.

It is unclear whether — or when — the Court’s
larger Bench will opine on the issue. In the
meantime, however, there remain contentious
UAPA cases, where individuals continue to be
imprisoned without trial, and their time spent in
custody continues to increase with no resolution
in sight. Indeed, one such case is that of Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam, the last two
individuals among the accused student activists
who remain in custody in the “Delhi Riots cases”™.
After the denial of bail by the Supreme Court, the
case is once again coming up before the trial
court this week; in the meantime, five years in
prison have turned into six, and the cost — both
to the lives of the imprisoned individuals and to
the rule of law — has continued to become
steeper.

Ultimately, therefore, this issue is both about
individual human lives and about our
commitment as a society to human and
democratic values. As these cases continue to
arise, the courts will once again have an
opportunity to reaffirm these values, whether in
individual bail cases before trial courts or when it
comes to laying down the law before the Court. It
is to be hoped that this happens, and that the
cycle of endless imprisonment without trial is
broken.

WHY IN NEWS

conditions cannot override it.

A conflicting Bench weighed delay against the "gravity of the offence"” — but gravity is what a case is for, so using it to defeat

The Hindu — Gautam Bhatia on bail, delay and Article 21

delay risks indefinite detention of the merely accused.

outcomes on similar facts).

STATIC LINKAGE — UAPA, 1967

After the Supreme Court denied bail to two accused in the 2020 Delhi Riots cases (who have spent nearly six years in jail
without trial), the question resurfaced: "how long is too long" to detain a person not yet found guilty?

'S Prior judgments held that extended trial delay triggers the right to personal liberty under Article 21; even UAPA's strict bail

@ The issue has been referred to a larger Bench; meanwhile judicial inconsistency across courts persists (e.g. divergent bail

0 Aims to prevent unlawful activities; the Centre can declare an activity unlawful via Official Gazette. Highest punishments:

death and life imprisonment.

Q Applies to Indian and foreign nationals, even for offences committed abroad; charge-sheet window is up to 180 days

Page 7 /15

(extendable).
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Unwelcome Surge: GST Buoyancy & Imported Inflation

( Page 10 ) ( Editorial )

Unwelcome surge
The buoyancy in GST collections is

spurred by imported inflation
l ndia’s June GST collections rose 13.9% year-

on-year to ¥1.95 lakh crore, driven largely by

import IGST, which surged 34.6% compared
with June 2025, up from 17.2% growth in May.
Domestic GST collections grew by a more modest
6.5%, suggesting that the sharp increase in over-
all collections owes less to a broad-based im-
provement in domestic value addition. Some
economists have argued that this reflects stron-
ger imports of capital goods and industrial in-
puts. However, May petroleum products’ trade
data and Q1 FY27 data on the performance of the
eight core industries, point to a rather different
explanation. June GST collections reflect eco-
nomic activity during May. While crude and pe-
troleum products constituted a 54% rise this May
(YoY) in merchandise imports by value, the other
chunk was gold, which constituted another 34%
rise. The surge in gold price, by nearly 60% bet-
ween last May and this May, suggests hedging
during difficult times, rather than broad-based
economic activity. To stem gold imports, the go-
vernment hiked its import duty from 6% to 15%
on May 13, which likely added to the May import
GST kitty. This period also coincided with the ru-
pee depreciating by almost 6% against the U.S.
dollar since late February. This coupled with a
spike in freight charges, and a 14.5% rise on non-
oil imports in May at elevated global prices me-

spike In freight charges, and a 14.5% rise on non-
oil imports in May at elevated global prices me-
chanically raised the June tax base. This suggests
that much of the import GST rise is driven by im-
ported inflation and currency depreciation rath-
er than domestic production growth, indicating
an unwelcome increase due to higher prices.

Read alongside the performance of India’s
eight core industries, which expanded by only
about 2.8% in Q1 FY27 compared with around 6%
in the corresponding period last year, the domes-
tic economy appears more subdued. Growth has
been expectedly weak in crude oil, natural gas,
refinery products, fertilizers and electricity. The
latest HSBC Manufacturing PMI reading of 54.2
likewise points to steady but moderating factory
activity, marking the second-lowest expansion in
13 months. These figures come as India marks
nine years of GST as a unified destination-based
indirect tax. The government can point to the ex-
pansion of the tax base from about 66 lakh tax-
payers in 2017 to over 1.65 crore today, reflecting
better compliance, greater formalisation, and fas-
ter refunds, though input tax credit, litigation
and federal balance in revenue sharing issues re-
main unresolved. GST has strengthened India’s
indirect tax architecture. Yet, the June numbers
are a reminder that a growing share of the recent
buoyancy appears to have been underwritten by
imported inflation and a depreciating rupee rath-
er than stronger domestic value addition.

The Hindu editorial —
"Unwelcome surge"

GST buoyancy &
imported inflation

WHY IN NEWS

India's June GST collections rose 13.9% YoY to X1.95 lakh crore
— but the rise was driven largely by import IGST (up 34.6%),
suggesting the buoyancy owes more to imported inflation than to

broad-based domestic value addition.

'S Domestic GST grew a modest 6.5%; June collections reflect May's economic activity.

¢ In May imports, crude/petroleum products rose 54% (YoY) and gold ~34%; gold prices jumped nearly 60% YoY — signalling
hedging, not broad demand.

'S Import duty on gold was hiked 6% - 15% (May 13); the rupee depreciated ~6% vs the USD since late February, mechanically
enlarging the tax base.

¢ READ ALONGSIDE — CORE-SECTOR SIGNALS

‘ Eight core industries grew only ~2.8% in Q1 FY27 (vs ~6% a year earlier); HSBC Manufacturing PMI at 54.2 — second-

lowest expansion in 13 months.

GST turns nine years old: taxpayer base up from ~66 lakh (2017) to over 1.65 crore, but ITC friction, litigation and

revenue-sharing balance remain unresolved.

‘ Takeaway: a growing share of recent buoyancy is underwritten by imported inflation and a weaker rupee, not stronger
domestic production.

Current Affairs & Editorial — by Sapna Chauhan
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A hold on Al

Al holds scientific promise, but it should
not unfold unchecked

T he UN’s Preliminary Report of the Inde-

pendent International Scientific Panel on

Al drives at a few fault lines in the rapid
investment into and proliferation of AI technolo-
gies: the Global South-Global North divide, with
the latter poised to take the lion’s share of the be-
nefits of the diffusion of advanced Al models in
different industries; and the challenge poorer
countries face in regulating models far more ad-
vanced than what their own Al ecosystems can
develop. These divides force emerging countries
to choose between capital-intensive undertak-
ings to get a seat at the table, or to accept the
hand dealt to them by the half-dozen companies
whose decisions shape Al access and use. These
divisions are all the more urgent when seen in the
light of what makes a country a voice that matters
in Al: abundant electricity, highly capitalised
firms that employ scarce talent with high salar-
ies, and a drive to plow through policy resistance
with a competitive zeal to outdo last month’s cap-
abilities. While the report highlights AI technolo-
gies’ transformative potential in scientific re-
search, its development is far more rapid than
that of social media — an industry that had time to
act responsibly yet deformed public discourse
and affected democracies, even as people were
more or less able to tell what was going on in real
time. It is unclear whether individual countries,
even China or the U.S., have enough power to
meaningfully arrest how Al develops.

Al firms acting irresponsibly have already
caused harms that would not be tolerated in any
other industry. Al models have ensnared teenag-
ersand adults in parasocial fantasies that have so-
metimes turned fatal; they have flattened the
world wide web, grievously injuring the news
media’s ability to deploy resources in their res-
pective missions to inform the public; they have
unleashed an epidemic of deepfakes, undermin-
ing trust in the written word and images alike;
and they have deeply intertwined their promises
of Artificial General Intelligence with global fi-
nancial systems, with possible catastrophic eco-
nomic consequences. The most important task
for governments is how to hold these firms to ac-
count when needed, as taking a backseat on this
conversation — even if industry leaders ignore the
Global South’s concerns — carries far greater
costs. India has already experienced the cost of
not asserting itself in the technology develop-
ment of the decade: even as Anthropic’s Mythos
and Fable held out the tantalising promise of se-
curing vast cyber systems, the U.S. pulled access,
leaving the firms that had these models to ponder
the risk of a different model succeeding at attack-
ing their infrastructure. There is a limit to visions
of Al as a geostrategic asset; much needs to be
done to address its potential for broad damage.

The Hindu editorial —
"A hold on AI"

Al must not unfold
unchecked

A Hold on AI: UN Scientific Panel Report
( Page 10 ) ( Editorial )

WHY IN NEWS

The UN's Preliminary Report of the Independent International
Scientific Panel on Al flags fault lines in the rapid spread of Al —
chiefly the Global South-Global North divide in who reaps the
benefits and who can regulate models more advanced than their

own ecosystems.

'S Emerging economies must choose between capital-intensive bids for "a seat at the table" or accepting terms set by a half-
dozen companies that shape Al access and use.

X3 What makes a country matter in Al: abundant electricity, highly-capitalised firms, scarce high-paid talent, and relentless
competitive drive.

@ Al's development outpaces even social media's rise — leaving little time for societies to adjust in real time.

¢ HARMS & THE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTION

‘ Documented harms: parasocial fantasies (sometimes fatal), degradation of the open web and news media, a deepfake

epidemic eroding trust, and AGI promises entangled with global finance.

‘ The central task for governments is holding firms to account; a passive stance carries far greater costs than

engagement.

‘ India learned the cost of not asserting itself: when access to advanced cyber-defensive models was withdrawn,
dependent firms were left exposed — a caution against treating Al purely as a geostrategic asset.
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A Shot at Life: Mandsaur's HPV Vaccination Model
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A shot at life, Mandsaur’s model for HPV vaccination
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The Hindu — Aditi Garg on Mandsaur's grassroots HPV drive

Cervical cancer — stages of progression

Mandsaur district (MP) achieved 100% of its HPV vaccination target in under 40 days using a data-driven, "nudge"-based
grassroots model — a template for India's nationwide cervical-cancer campaign launched 28 Feb 2026 (free HPV vaccine
to 1.15 crore girls aged 14-15).

X3 India bears a quarter of the global cervical-cancer burden — 1.2 lakh+ new cases and 80,000 deaths a year; ~95% of cases
are caused by high-risk HPV strains.

Data to coverage: RBSK, SAMAGRA MP and Ladli Laxmi Yojana databases were fused into village-level "Master Line
Lists" to find missed populations.

¢ Nudge approach: framing vaccination as the default ("your daughter is due"), repeat counselling, transport support, and
Gen-Z/influencer campaigns to counter myths of vaccine-induced infertility.

N
¢ KEY FEATURES — NATIONAL HPV INITIATIVE
‘ Vaccine: Gardasil-4 (Merck) against HPV types 16, 18, 6, 11 — a single-dose schedule (WHO 2022 evidence).
‘ Target: girls turning 14 (strongest immune response before exposure); voluntary and free at Ayushman Arogya Mandirs &
district hospitals.
‘ Registration: via the U-WIN digital immunisation platform.
J

Current Affairs & Editorial — by Sapna Chauhan

Page 10




VEDANTA COACHING ACADEMY & LIBRARY The Hindu — Complete Analysis - Friday, 3 July 2026

Mains Practice Questions MODEL ANSWER POINTERS

MAINS Q1 - GS PAPER Il 8 MARKS - 150 WORDS

The India-Japan partnership has evolved from an economic engagement into a strategic pillar of Indo-
Pacific stability. In this light, examine how defence co-development and connectivity initiatives are
reshaping the relationship.

YRA-STI AR G 3A1ffep FoTar 3 fa-greried RerRa & Gep IoTifcres & & v H faesfre g8 2 | 39 e H, ReTl we-faeprs ud
FRICAC) Ugel 391 Niee Bl b TR GH3MHR < XET &, SehT TNtefor Hifog |

ANSWER POINTERS

Intro: Frame the "free, open and rules-based Indo-Pacific" as the shared vision; note the 129 MoUs and ~$1 trillion investment
pledge.

Defence shift: first co-development pact (naval radio antenna) marks a move from buyer-seller to joint production; exercises
JIMEX, Dharma Guardian, Veer Guardian, Malabar.

Connectivity & resilience: Act East Forum (2017), JICA-funded NER roads & Dhubri—Phulbari bridge, SCRI with Australia to
de-risk supply chains.

Limits: AAGC's "reality gap" vs China's BRI; bureaucratic and financing constraints.

*e & o o

Way forward: move beyond traditional diplomacy toward faster, joint delivery.

MAINS Q2 - GS PAPER Il 12 MARKS - 250 WORDS

"Prolonged pre-trial detention under stringent laws sits in tension with the right to personal liberty
guaranteed by Article 21." Critically analyse this tension with reference to bail jurisprudence and suggest
reforms to balance national security with individual liberty.

"HBR B! &b ST el [AARTEN fBRT, 3F20a 21 GRT UG KR Il o AfEBR b AT TG H § | S ~=AIeRA
M H 3 TG BT FHICIIHD [I2eTaoT ShifoTg Il IME RET Ud JfRI Saciail & §rdl e 8, eR Ty |

ANSWER POINTERS

Core tension: "how long is too long?"; extended delay triggers Article 21 and can override even UAPA's strict bail bar.
Jurisprudence: "bail is the rule, jail the exception"; the flaw in using an offence's gravity to defeat delay; judicial inconsistency
across benches; referral to a larger Bench.

Security side: legitimate state interest in investigating terror; 180-day charge-sheet window; risk of witness-tampering.
Reforms: statutory time-limits for trial completion, fast-track UAPA courts, periodic bail review, forensic/investigative capacity,
and guarding against weaponisation of law.

® 46 o0

Conclusion: due process and security are complementary, not rival goods; the rule of law is undermined when process
becomes the punishment.
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Mains Practice Questions CONTINUED

MAINS Q3 - GS PAPER Il 15 MARKS - 250 WORDS

Despite the Supreme Court reading the right to speedy trial into Article 21, chronic delays in India's criminal
justice system continue to convert the judicial process itself into a punishment. Discuss the structural
causes behind this pendency and propose a roadmap for delivering time-bound justice.

I atea ~rTerd A @RI TS & ATIDHR BT ST 21 BT 37 7 2, bR ft 7R a5t uRifers = yomett # Srefepferas e
e af3ha 1 & 3 W 9o <l B | 39 e el TREIHD gotal b [ ae i T ARG =R 8 U WUREl SR
I |

ANSWER POINTERS

‘ Intro: Hussainara Khatoon line of cases — speedy trial as an implicit facet of Article 21; "justice delayed is justice denied".

‘ Structural causes: low judge-population ratio and vacancies; investigative delays and weak forensic capacity; adjournment
culture; appeal pyramids; under-trial overload in prisons.

‘ Consequences: eroded deterrence, prison overcrowding, disproportionate burden on the poor; process becoming the

punishment.

Roadmap: fill vacancies & expand fast-track courts; statutory trial timelines with judicial accountability; plea bargaining & ADR;
e-Courts/Al-enabled case management; witness protection; periodic under-trial review committees.

Conclusion: timely justice is the operative test of the rule of law — reforms must pair capacity with accountability.

MAINS Q4 - GS PAPER llI 10 MARKS - 150 WORDS

From suborbital demonstrations to orbital-class launch attempts, India's private space start-ups are
redefining the country's space economy. Evaluate the significance of this shift and the challenges that
must be addressed for India to become a global commercial launch hub.

Juepefia TesHl I olehx Hefig-Soft & GEuuT GATE deh, YR b 1ot 3aiRe] TCIe-310 237 &1 JaiRe] srfciae fhl T %u SR E | 39
ISATT & HEW AT TR Pl AR TOTTR TaTvT ohg - 8, STLIDH Al Bl Hedidh dHifor |

ANSWER POINTERS
Context: Vikram-S (2022, first private rocket to space) — Vikram-1 "Mission Aagaman" (first private orbital attempt); Skyroot—
Agnikul ecosystem.

‘ Significance: lower launch costs, larger small-satellite market share, ISRO freed for R&D, deep-tech jobs and strategic
autonomy — enabled by IN-SPACe, NSIL and the Indian Space Policy 2023.
Challenges: patient capital & insurance, testing/launch infrastructure, regulatory certainty (a space activities law), talent
retention, global price competition.

‘ Conclusion: demonstrated orbital success plus predictable regulation can convert start-up momentum into a durable
commercial hub.
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Prelims MCQ Practice 10 QUESTIONS - THE HINDU FRIDAY, 3 JULY 2026

0 With reference to India-Japan cooperation, consider the following statements:

1. The Act East Forum was established in 2017 to develop India's North Eastern Region.
2. JIMEX is a joint army exercise between India and Japan.
3. The Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI) is a trilateral initiative including Australia.

(&) 1 and 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d)y1,2and 3

a Consider the following statements about Vikram-1:

1. Itis India’'s first privately developed orbital-class rocket.
2. It is being developed by Skyroot Aerospace.
3. Its maiden mission is named Mission Gaganyaan.

(&) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

e The term 'iSLEEPS', recently in the news, is best described as:

(a) A national sleep-hygiene awareness campaign (b) An open-access polysomnography dataset for ischemic
stroke patients

(c) A wearable device for detecting sleep apnea (d) A mental-health tele-counselling helpline

o With reference to the Siang /| Brahmaputra river system, consider the following:

1. The Siang is known as the Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet.

2. The Siang enters India near Gelling in Arunachal Pradesh.

3. The Siang joins the Dibang and Lohit to form the Brahmaputra.
(&) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

e Consider the following statements about the UAPA, 1967:

1. It allows the Central Government to designate individuals as terrorists.
2. It can be applied to offences committed outside India.
3. The maximum charge-sheet window is 90 days, non-extendable.

(@) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3
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Prelims MCQ Practice CONTINUED

o Regarding India's June GST collections in the news, consider the following:

1. The surge was driven largely by import IGST.
2. Domestic GST growth outpaced import IGST growth.
3. A weaker rupee and higher import prices enlarged the tax base.

(&) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only (d)y1,2and 3

0 The 'Independent International Scientific Panel on Al', recently in the news, is associated with:

(a) The World Economic Forum
(b) The United Nations

(c) The OECD

(d) The G20 Presidency

e Consider the following statements about NIMHANS:

1. It was declared an Institute of National Importance by an Act of 2012.
2. Itis located in Bengaluru.
3. Tele MANAS is a mental-health helpline linked to it.

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)y1,2and 3

o With reference to India's HPV vaccination initiative, consider the following:
1. The programme uses the Gardasil-4 vaccine on a single-dose schedule.
2. Registration is done through the U-WIN platform.

3. It targets girls aged 14-15 years.

(&) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)y1,2and 3

@ Almost all cases of cervical cancer are linked to persistent infection by which of the following?

(a) Helicobacter pylori

(b) Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
(c) Epstein—Barr virus

(d) Hepatitis B virus

ANSWER KEY

1 (b) 2(a) 3(b) 4 (d)

6 (a) 7 (b) 8 (d) 9 (d) 10 (b)

Q1 — JIMEX is a naval (not army) exercise, so statement 2 is wrong. Q2 — Vikram-1's maiden mission is "Aagaman"”, not
Gaganyaan. Q5 — the charge-sheet window under UAPA is up to 180 days and extendable. Q6 — domestic GST (6.5%) grew far
slower than import IGST (34.6%).
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Essay Corner THOUGHT MAP & POINTERS

ESSAY PROMPT
"Technology is a useful servant but a dangerous master."
"ReIeht Teb IuARTt JAaeh 2, febe] Ueb @RI it |

TARGET LENGTH - 900 WORDS

INTRODUCTION — FRAMING THE PARADOX

<> Open with the dual face of technology: the same tool that connects and heals can also surveil and harm — anchor with a
concrete image (a rocket reaching orbit vs a deepfake destroying a reputation).

<> State the thesis: technology's value is a function of the governance, ethics and intent guiding it — the servant/master
distinction lies in human control.

BODY — MULTI-DIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

<> Technology as servant: private space (Vikram-1) democratising access to orbit; open datasets (iISLEEPS) advancing
medicine; digital platforms (U-WIN) delivering health at scale; nudges scaling vaccination.

<> Technology as master: Al's deepfake epidemic and parasocial harms; algorithmic erosion of the open web and news;
concentration of power in a few firms; the Global South—North divide.

<> Economy & society: automation, jobs, and imported-inflation-style dependencies; data as the new frontier of sovereignty.

<> Governance: the accountability gap — holding firms to account, precautionary regulation, and the risk of treating
technology purely as a geostrategic asset.

<> Ethics & individual: autonomy, addiction, and the need for digital literacy and human-in-the-loop safeguards.

CONCLUSION — RECLAIMING MASTERY

<> Argue for a value-anchored, human-centric approach: technology serves when paired with ethics, inclusion and
accountable institutions.

<> Close on Gandhian restraint or the "servant" ideal — mastery restored not by rejecting technology but by governing it
wisely.
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