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01
BRICS Nations Call for Stronger Ties to Curb Drug Trafficking
The Hindu · Page 14

GS 2

The Hindu, Pg 14 — BRICS anti-drug meeting, Guwahati

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Representatives of member countries converged in Guwahati for

the two-day BRICS Heads of Anti-Drug Agencies’ Meeting,

2026, emphasising stronger international cooperation to combat

drug trafficking.

★  B R I C S  —  S TAT I C  P O I N T E R S

BRICS initially comprised Brazil, Russia, India, China and South

Africa; expanded to include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia,

the UAE and Indonesia.

Members represent almost half the global population and more

than 40% of world GDP.

Brazil’s Lucas Barbosa: drug trafficking is a transnational threat

requiring coordinated action; law-enforcement and intelligence-

sharing collaboration to deepen.

NCB D-G Anurag Garg: India hosted BRICS anti-drug agency heads

for the first time; delegates to focus on darknet marketplaces,

cryptocurrencies for illicit transactions, and maritime trafficking

routes.

RIC formalised at the first BRIC FMs’ meeting on UNGA

sidelines, New York, 2006; first BRIC Summit at

Yekaterinburg, 2009.

✦

South Africa joined (BRIC→BRICS) in 2010; attended the 3rd

Summit at Sanya, 2011.

✦

Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, UAE — full members from

Jan 2024; Indonesia from Jan 2025.

✦

10 Partner Countries joined in 2025 (Belarus, Bolivia,

Kazakhstan, Cuba, Malaysia, Nigeria, Thailand, Uganda,

Uzbekistan, Vietnam).

✦

2026 Summit theme (India’s chairship): “Building for

Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability”.

✦
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Stealth Frigate Mahendragiri Set to Join Indian Navy
The Hindu · Page 14

GS 3

The Hindu, Pg 14 — Mahendragiri (F38)

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Indian Navy will commission its sixth indigenous Project

17A stealth frigate, Mahendragiri (F38), at Visakhapatnam

on July 11 — another milestone in India’s indigenous warship-

building programme.

★  P R O J E C T  1 7 A  ( N I L G I R I - C L A S S )  —  S TAT I C

P O I N T E R S

Designed by the Navy’s Warship Design Bureau; built by

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd, Mumbai.

The advanced multi-role frigate will enhance operational capabilities

across the Indo-Pacific and reinforce Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Equipped with advanced stealth features, reduced radar

signature and a high degree of automation.

Seven stealth guided-missile frigates; follow-on to the

Shivalik-class (Project 17).

✦

4 by MDL (Nilgiri, Udaygiri, Taragiri, Mahendragiri); 3 by GRSE

(Himgiri, Dunagiri, Vindhyagiri).

✦

Designed for blue-water operations — power projection and

protection of maritime trade routes.

✦

75% indigenous content — showcases India’s warship-

manufacturing capability.

✦

Stealth: low radar cross-section (RCS), radar-absorbing

coatings, flush-mounted weapons, specialised exhausts for

infrared signature reduction.

✦
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03
Questions Surrounding the Quad’s Future
The Hindu · Page 9

GS 2

W H Y  I N  N E W S

With the U.S. reversing the Indo-Pacific Command back to the Pacific Command (June 16), criticisms have been levelled against the

relevance of the Quad. The reversal suggests the region no longer enjoys the priority it once did in Washington.

The Hindu, Pg 9 — Data Point: Uncertain course (Quad initiatives, funding charts)

★  Q U A D  —  G E N E S I S  &  E V O L U T I O N

Japanese PM Sanae Takaichi visited New Delhi for the 16th India–Japan Annual Summit; both sides reaffirmed a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Criticisms — hesitation to name China (strategic silence, so smaller countries aren’t dissuaded) and reluctance to be a security-centric

grouping; members distinguish Quad from the QSD (2004), with no 2+2 elevation.

Of 37 initiatives, 23 fall under security-related domains — but focused on interoperability, data sharing, monitoring and relief; funding

skews to health ($9.1 bn aid), not security ($0.22 bn).

The $20 bn Critical Minerals Initiative commitment could change the picture, but no funding is yet committed or allocated.

2004: ad-hoc maritime HADR coalition after the Indian Ocean Tsunami; 2007: dialogue institutionalised by PM Shinzo Abe (ARF, Manila), then

a decade-long hiatus.

✦

2017: revived at senior-official level (East Asia Summit, Manila); 2021: first virtual Leaders’ Summit (March 12).✦

Members: India, U.S., Australia, Japan — a non-military plurilateral coalition for an open, rules-based order.✦
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How the Right to Walk is Integral to Modernity
The Hindu · Page 8

GS 2

The Hindu, Pg 8 — Opinion: the Right to Walk

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Supreme Court has declared the Right to Walk safely on

footpaths a fundamental right — under Article 19(1)(d)

(freedom of movement) and Article 21 (right to life) — giving

pedestrians a claim on public pathways over automobiles.

★  E X A M  C O N N E C T

The ruling restores dignity to pedestrians — the “unnoticed privilege”

of mobility that the state and car-centric urbanism had restricted.

Walking has been integral to India’s political instinct — from

Subhash Chandra Bose’s ‘Delhi Chalo’ to Gandhi’s Dandi

March; protest marches marked resistance before and after 1947.

A spiritual harvest of walking too — Siddhartha, Nanak, Chaitanya

and other mendicant-seekers; goddess Lakshmi’s footprints in folk

worship.

Baudelaire’s flaneur (1863) tied walking to modernity itself — the

judgment “restores to Indians their quiet modernity”.

Art. 19(1)(d): right to move freely throughout the territory of

India.

✦

Art. 21: expansive reading — right to life includes safe public

infrastructure.

✦

Links: pedestrian safety, urban commons, universal

accessibility, road-safety governance.

✦
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AI Governance and a Voice for the Global South
The Hindu · Page 8

GS 2 GS 3

W H Y  I N  N E W S

In February 2026, India hosted the India AI Impact Summit 2026, putting the needs of the Global South and real-world harms at the

centre of AI discourse — a departure from Bletchley Park (2023), Seoul (2024) and Paris (2025), which prioritised catastrophic and existential

risks.

The Hindu, Pg 8 — AI governance and the Global South

★  A  W I N D O W  F O R  L E A D E R S H I P  —  W AY  F O R W A R D

Momentum shifted toward raising capital and domestic adoption; India repositioned within a “middle power” discourse at the cost of Global

South solidarity.

India joined Pax Silica — strategic alignment with the U.S.-dominated semiconductor supply chain — and agreed to a pro-innovation

regulatory approach, compromising strategic autonomy.

The U.S. has declared disinterest in AI governance, raising questions of concentration of infrastructure and economic power; will India be

mainly a consumer of U.S. tech, a site for data extraction, labelling labour, minerals, land, water and electricity for data centres?

Since February, land sanctioned for data centres has displaced communities, triggering protests; no meaningful guardrails as companies

scrape public content for language and indigenous-knowledge datasets.

First of a two-part UN Global Dialogue on AI underway in Geneva (July 6–7, 2026) — a critical moment for Global South agency.

India has the political heft, technical capacity and diverse market to lead a fractured AI policy agenda; reassert a vision rooted in public

purpose, user safety and strategic autonomy.

✦

Champion norms that let Global South countries build local AI ecosystems; pool capacity — data, compute, interoperable standards, shared

protocols.

✦

The Global South, heterogeneous as it is, can be a counterweight to Big Tech hegemony.✦
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In India, Voting Cannot Remain Merely a Statutory Right
The Hindu · Page 8

GS 2

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A Congress leader has revived the constitutional debate demanding that voting be recognised as a fundamental right. For over seven

decades the Supreme Court has held it to be merely a statutory right — yet its jurisprudence has steadily constitutionalised the voter (S.Y.

Quraishi).

The Hindu, Pg 8 — S.Y. Quraishi on the right to vote

★  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  A N O M A LY

N.P. Ponnuswami (1952): right to vote/contest are statutory

creations; reaffirmed in Jyoti Basu (1982) — “purely a statutory

right”.

Kuldip Nayar (2006): democracy is basic structure, but the vote

flows from the Representation of the People Acts.

ADR (2002): right to know candidates’ antecedents — Art. 19(1)

(a); PUCL (2003): the freedom of voting (informed choice) is

fundamental even if the vote is statutory.

NOTA (2013): rejecting all candidates is protected political

expression; ballot secrecy extends to non-voters.

Anoop Baranwal (2023): Justice Rastogi favoured fundamental-

right status; the Bench repeatedly called voting a constitutional

right.

Art. 326 mandates universal adult suffrage — the entitlement to be a voter flows from the Constitution itself; RP Acts merely operationalise

it.

✦

Free and fair elections are basic structure (Kesavananda 1973; Indira Nehru Gandhi 1975); if the Constitution protects the right to

reject every candidate, it can scarcely deny the right to choose one.

✦
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Falling Behind — Urbanisation vs Infrastructure in Mumbai
The Hindu · Page 8 · Editorial

GS 1

The Hindu, Pg 8 — Editorial: Falling behind

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The southwest monsoon has been highly active over western India;

Mumbai’s flooding, rail suspensions (Bhor Ghat landslides),

expressway closures and a fatal chawl collapse in Mankhurd

show urbanisation evolving faster than infrastructure

upgrades.

In urban areas rainfall intensity matters more than volume —

drainage cannot handle several hundred millimetres in short bursts.

Mumbai sits on reclaimed land, former marshes and tidal flats

— flooding risk spikes when rain coincides with high tide.

Decades of haphazard urbanisation encourage run-off over

absorption, pushing drains beyond design limits.

After July 2005 (944 mm in 24 hrs), Mumbai launched

BRIMSTOWAD — widened drains, pumping stations, pre-monsoon

de-silting; many works incomplete, some based on monsoon

assumptions undermined by climate change.

Accountability is split — BMC (drainage/roads), IMD (forecasting),

NDRF, two Railway zones, State govt, highway authorities — a

governance lapse.

The city has improved at shutting down to save lives, but waiting

for capacity to catch up with demand is a failing strategy.
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Bad for Both — Russia and Ukraine Must End the War
The Hindu · Page 8 · Editorial

GS 2

The Hindu, Pg 8 — Editorial: Bad for both

W H Y  I N  N E W S

More than four years into Russia’s invasion, Ukraine is striking

Russian energy infrastructure with drones and imposing a drone

blockade on Crimea — yet Russia keeps gaining ground. Neither

side has a viable military path to its objectives.

Ukraine’s early response (Feb 2022): resist battlefield advances,

mobilise international support; later, advanced Western weapons +

sweeping sanctions on Russia.

Kyiv launches hundreds of drones daily; strikes on refineries —

“long-range sanctions” (Zelenskyy) — hit refining capacity, Crimea’s

power and fuel logistics (state of emergency).

Russia announced capture of Kostiantynivka and closing in on

Lyman; now controls over 20% of Ukraine (since 2014).

Putin under pressure over no decisive victory; nationalist voices urge

widening the conflict against NATO; situation volatile with no political

settlement in sight.

Ukraine can hurt Russia economically but loses ground militarily;

Russia faces attacks on a scale unseen since WWII.

Way out: mutual concessions — a ceasefire, then substantive

negotiations covering both countries’ security concerns and the

future of NATO.
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P R E L I M S  P R A C T I C E  —  1 0  M C Q s

B A S E D  O N  T O D AY ’ S  E D I T I O N  ·  A N S W E R S  W I T H  E X P L A N AT I O N S

1
Which city hosted the two-day BRICS Heads of Anti-Drug Agencies’ Meeting in 2026?

A. New Delhi B. Guwahati

C. Mumbai D. Yekaterinburg

ANSWER: B  ·  Representatives of member countries converged in Guwahati for the two-day BRICS Heads of Anti-Drug Agencies’ Meeting in 2026.

2
Which of the following countries became a full member of BRICS in January 2025?

A. Egypt B. Iran

C. Indonesia D. Saudi Arabia

ANSWER: C  ·  Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the UAE became full members from January 2024, while Indonesia joined as a full member in

January 2025.

3
Which entity built the Indian Navy’s sixth indigenous Project 17A stealth frigate, Mahendragiri?

A. Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Ltd B. Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited

C. Cochin Shipyard Limited D. Goa Shipyard Limited

ANSWER: B  ·  Mahendragiri was designed by the Navy’s Warship Design Bureau and built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited, Mumbai.

4
What is the percentage of indigenous content in the Project 17A frigate Mahendragiri?

A. 50% B. 65%

C. 75% D. 90%

ANSWER: C  ·  The Project 17A frigate features 75% indigenous content, highlighting India’s growing capability in indigenous warship manufacturing.
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5
The Quad has expanded its areas of cooperation to 37 initiatives. How many of these fall under security-related

domains?

A. 12 B. 15

C. 23 D. 30

ANSWER: C  ·  Out of the Quad’s 37 current areas of cooperation, 23 fall explicitly under security-related domains.

6
The Supreme Court recently declared the Right to Walk safely on footpaths a fundamental right under which Articles of

the Constitution?

A. Article 14 and Article 21 B. Article 19(1)(d) and Article 21

C. Article 19(1)(a) and Article 21 D. Article 15 and Article 19(1)(d)

ANSWER: B  ·  The ruling declared the Right to Walk safely on footpaths a fundamental right under Article 19(1)(d) (freedom of movement) and Article

21 (right to life).

7
The India AI Impact Summit 2026 sought to focus the AI discourse primarily on what?

A. Existential and catastrophic risks B. Real-world harms and the needs of the Global South

C. Accelerating American Big Tech integration D. Dominating the global semiconductor supply chain

ANSWER: B  ·  The Summit aimed to put the needs and challenges of the Global South at the centre of AI discourse, focusing on real-world harms

rather than catastrophic or existential risks.

8
In which 1952 case did the Supreme Court first hold that the right to vote is merely a statutory right?

A. Jyoti Basu vs Debi Ghosal B. Kuldip Nayar vs Union of India

C. N.P. Ponnuswami vs Returning Officer D. Kesavananda Bharati vs State of Kerala

ANSWER: C  ·  The traditional position dates back to N.P. Ponnuswami vs Returning Officer (1952), where the Court held the rights to vote and contest

are created by statute, not common law.
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9
Which Article of the Constitution mandates that elections to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies shall be

based on universal adult suffrage?

A. Article 324 B. Article 325

C. Article 326 D. Article 329

ANSWER: C  ·  Article 326 mandates that elections to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies shall be based on universal adult suffrage.

10
Following the catastrophic floods of July 2005, Mumbai launched which project to widen drains and install pumping

stations?

A. Mithi River Rejuvenation Project B. BRIMSTOWAD project

C. Mumbai Stormwater Initiative D. Konkan Coastal Defense Project

ANSWER: B  ·  After the July 2005 floods (944 mm in 24 hours), Mumbai launched the BRIMSTOWAD project to widen drains, install pumping stations and

undertake pre-monsoon de-silting.

C O N S O L I D AT E D  A N S W E R  K E Y

Q1 · B Q2 · C Q3 · B Q4 · C Q5 · C

Q6 · B Q7 · B Q8 · C Q9 · C Q10 · B
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M A I N S  P R A C T I C E

O N E  8 - M A R K  ( 1 5 0  W O R D S )  ·  O N E  1 2 - M A R K  ( 2 5 0  W O R D S )  ·  W I T H  A N S W E R  P O I N T E R S

Q1 · GS 2 8 MARKS · 150 WORDS

“Voting in India is treated merely as a statutory right despite possessing several characteristics of a fundamental right.”

Analyze this paradox in light of recent Supreme Court judgments.

“कई मौलिक अधिकार-समान विशेषताओं के  बावजूद भारत में मतदान को के वल एक विधिक (सांविधिक) अधिकार माना जाता है।” हाल के  सर्वोच्च न्यायालय के  निर्णयों के  आलोक में इस विरोधाभास का
विश्लेषण कीजिए।

K E Y  P O I N T E R S  F O R  E V A L U AT I O N

Q2 · GS 2/3 12 MARKS · 250 WORDS

Discuss the strategic dilemma faced by India in positioning itself within the global AI governance architecture. How can

India leverage its position in the Global South to shape an equitable AI policy?

वैश्विक AI अभिशासन संरचना में स्वयं को स्थापित करने में भारत के  समक्ष रणनीतिक दुविधा की चर्चा कीजिए। समान AI नीति को आकार देने हेतु भारत वैश्विक दक्षिण (Global South) में अपनी स्थिति का
लाभ कै से उठा सकता है?

K E Y  P O I N T E R S  F O R  E V A L U AT I O N

Traditional stance: for over seven decades voting held to be a statutory right created by legislation (Representation of the People Acts) — N.P.

Ponnuswami (1952), Kuldip Nayar (2006).

▸

Constitutional evolution: the Court has increasingly constitutionalised the electoral process — fundamental right to know candidates’ backgrounds

under Art. 19(1)(a) (ADR, 2002).

▸

The paradox: freedom of voting and the option to reject candidates (NOTA, 2013) are protected political expression; informed choice, ballot secrecy

and rejection are fundamental — yet the core act of voting stays purely statutory.

▸

Constitutional roots: Art. 326 guarantees universal adult suffrage — the entitlement flows directly from the Constitution, making the purely

statutory classification increasingly incongruous with the basic-structure status of democracy.

▸

The dilemma (middle power vs Global South): India hosted the India AI Impact Summit 2026 centring Global South realities and real-world

harms, yet joined Pax Silica — aligning with the U.S.-dominated semiconductor supply chain — compromising strategic autonomy.

▸

Economic & social risks: India risks becoming merely a site for data extraction, labour and resources for American Big Tech, with disproportionate

harms on Indian users; data-centre land sanctions have already triggered protests.

▸

Leveraging the Global South: India is one of the few nations with the technical capacity, political heft and diverse market to lead a fractured

global AI agenda.

▸

Policy prescriptions: reassert a vision rooted in public purpose, user safety and international cooperation; advocate norms empowering Global

South nations to build local ecosystems rather than remain mere markets; use platforms like the UN Global Dialogue (Geneva) to pool data, compute

and shared protocols as a counterweight to Big Tech hegemony.

▸
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E S S AY  C O R N E R

O N E  T O P I C  ·  W I T H  S T R AT E G I C  P O I N T E R S  F O R  D E V E L O P M E N T

ESSAY TOPIC OF THE DAY

Urbanization and Climate Change: A Cascading Crisis for Indian Cities

शहरीकरण और जलवायु परिवर्तन: भारतीय शहरों के  लिए एक शृंखलाबद्ध संकट

S T R AT E G I C  P O I N T E R S  F O R  D E V E L O P M E N T

✦  T H O U G H T  O F  T H E  D AY  ✦

“A city that plans only for yesterday’s rain will drown in tomorrow’s.”

जो शहर के वल बीते कल की बारिश के  लिए योजना बनाता है, वह आने वाले कल की बारिश में डूब जाएगा।

Introduction: introduce the compounding effects of climate change and rapid urbanization in India, using Mumbai as a prime case study of how

extreme weather overwhelms urban infrastructure.

▸

Geographical & infrastructure vulnerabilities: cities built on reclaimed lands, marshes and tidal flats face heightened risk when high tides

coincide with intense short bursts of rainfall; haphazard urbanization prevents absorption, overwhelming outdated drainage.

▸

The failure of remedial measures: critique the lag in upgrades — e.g. BRIMSTOWAD (launched after the 944 mm rainfall of 2005) — incomplete

works and climate shifts undermining localized fixes.

▸

Governance & cascading failures: split accountability across civic bodies (BMC), forecasting (IMD), disaster response (NDRF), Railway zones,

State government and highway authorities creates severe governance lapses; relate to cascading failures in linear infrastructure (rail, highways,

expressways).

▸

Conclusion: waiting for infrastructure capacity to organically catch up with climate realities is a failing strategy — advocate proactive climate-

resilient urban planning and unified governance to save lives and sustain economic activity.

▸
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