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H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  B O O K L E T

Each topic opens with a Why in News strip, followed by Key Takeaways and a cream Prelims Pointers / Concept Bank box.▸

Original newspaper clippings, maps, charts and tables are preserved as-is for source familiarity.▸

The booklet closes with 10 practice MCQs (with answer keys) and a model essay with structured pointers.▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 1 ·  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

1 Modi in Indonesia: Two-State Solution, BrahMos Deal & Sabang Port
GS 2 PG 1

W H Y  I N  N E W S

During his three-nation tour, PM Modi (in Jakarta) reiterated support for a
T W O - S TAT E  S O L U T I O N

to the Israel-Palestine conflict, and India and Indonesia signed
1 4  A G R E E M E N T S

including landmark defence deals.

PM Narendra Modi with Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto · The Hindu / PTI

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

In a “period of global turbulence”, Modi stressed the role of dialogue and diplomacy; on Palestine, India continues to support a two-state solution
and the pursuit of lasting peace.

▸

India and Indonesia will sign deals allowing India to deliver the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile system and Astra Mk-1 BVR air-to-air missiles
to Indonesia.

▸

Indonesia conferred on Modi its highest civilian honour, the ‘Bintang Adipurna’ — making him the second Indian PM to receive it (Nehru received
it posthumously on 12 Dec 1995).

▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 1 ·  MAPS & CONCEPTS

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

Israel-Palestine: West Bank & Gaza (post-1967)

Sabang Port, 6° & 10° Channels near A&N Islands

Indonesia & the wider Indo-Pacific region · Encyclopaedia Britannica

Joint statement welcomed the MoU signed on 17 June 2026 (the U.S.-Iran agreement to end the West Asia war), stressing transit passage through
the Strait of Hormuz as per international law.

▸

Indonesian President welcomed India’s interest in partnering on the development of Sabang Port (Sumatra), strategically located near the mouth of the
Malacca Strait.

▸

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S  /  C O N C E P T  B A N K

Sabang Port: northern tip of Sumatra; commands the western entrance to the Strait of Malacca — a critical Indian Ocean chokepoint.▸

Six-Degree Channel separates Great Nicobar (Indira Point, India’s southernmost point) from Indonesia’s Aceh; Ten-Degree Channel separates
Andaman from Nicobar.

▸

BrahMos: India-Russia joint venture; ~290 km range, Mach ~2.8. Astra Mk-1: indigenous BVR air-to-air missile.▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 2 ·  ECONOMY / ENERGY

2 E20 Petrol Roll-out & the ‘Silent Compulsion’ Plea
GS 3 PG 12

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A petition in the
S U P R E M E  C O U R T

alleges a “silent compulsion” in the E20 petrol roll-out, seeking full disclosure on chemical composition and safeguards for
L E G A C Y  ( O L D E R )  V E H I C L E S

.

‘Plea claims silent compulsion in E20 petrol roll-out’

Generations of ethanol — feedstock & characteristics

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

Petition invokes right to equal treatment, right to livelihood & dignity, Article 300A (right to property) and the Consumer Protection Act, 2019.▸

It does not seek to roll back ethanol-blending policy — it argues a welfare policy cannot keep citizens in the dark about what they buy and whether
their vehicle can safely use it.

▸

BIS issued a separate E20 specification; MoRTH created a staggered schedule — showing E20 compatibility is “not universal but vehicle-specific”.▸

C O N C E P T  B A N K  ·  E T H A N O L  B L E N D E D  P E T R O L  ( E B P )

Ethanol: a biofuel from fermentation of sugars; in India from sugarcane molasses, increasingly maize, surplus rice & damaged foodgrains.▸

E10 / E20: 10% / 20% ethanol in petrol; E20 needs compatible engines & may slightly cut fuel efficiency.▸

EBP Programme: under National Biofuel Policy 2018; run by Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas. India hit E20 in 2025 — five years ahead of the
2030 target.

▸

From April 2026, all petrol sold must be E20 with min. RON 95. Global cues: Brazil (>80% flex-fuel cars); Japan (phased E10).▸

Compiled by Sapna Chauhan The Hindu Analysis · 8 July 2026 PAGE 05



V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 3 ·  POLITY /  SOCIAL JUSTICE

3 HC Upholds Uniform Legal Marriage Age for All Religions
GS 2 PG 12

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The
A L L A H A B A D  H I G H  C O U R T

held that the minimum marriage age under the
P R O H I B I T I O N  O F  C H I L D  M A R R I A G E  A C T  ( P C M A ) ,  2 0 0 6

applies to
A L L  C I T I Z E N S  I R R E S P E C T I V E  O F  R E L I G I O N

— Muslim personal law recognising puberty cannot override central law.

‘HC upholds uniform legal marriage age for all religions’ · The Hindu

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

Judgment (1 July) by a Division Bench of Justices J.J. Munir and Achal Sachdev, quashing an FIR against 19 people over an attempt to marry a 16-
year-old girl in Bulandshahr (UP).

▸

Petitioners relied on the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937 and the Indian Majority Act, 1875, arguing a girl attaining puberty
is competent to marry.

▸

Court agreed with the Kerala HC (Moidutty Musliyar): personal law cannot override the statutory bar on child marriage or dilute the POCSO Act.▸

Marriage below 18 is inconsistent with POCSO Act, 2012, which criminalises sexual relations with a child.▸

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

PCMA, 2006: min. age — 21 (male), 18 (female); child marriage voidable at the option of a party who was a minor.▸

POCSO Act, 2012: gender-neutral law protecting children (<18) from sexual offences.▸

HCs have taken divergent views on whether marriages of Muslim minors are governed by personal law or PCMA/POCSO — issue may reach the
Supreme Court.

▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 4 ·  EDUCATION /  GOVERNANCE

4 School Dropout Rate Falls Across Key Stages: UDISE+ 2025-26
GS 2 PG 14

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Union Education Ministry released the
U D I S E +  R E P O R T  F O R  2 0 2 5 - 2 6

, showing a downward trend in dropouts, stronger learner progression, better school infrastructure and a rising share of women teachers.

Girls’ enrolment rose marginally to 48.4% (from 48.3%) · The Hindu / S.S. Kumar

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

Dropout rate: preparatory (Cl. 3-5) fell 2.3% → 1.8%; secondary (Cl. 9-12) dipped 8.2% → 7.0%.▸

Retention: middle level 82.8% → 83.7%; secondary 47.2% → 51.9%.▸

GER (secondary) surged 68.5% → 71.7%; middle-to-secondary transition rose 86.6% → 88.3%.▸

Teachers: women now 54.9% of the teaching force (up from 54.2%); total teachers up 8.3% over 2022-23; single-teacher schools down 3%, zero-
enrolment schools down 29%.

▸

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S  ·  K E Y  D E F I N I T I O N S

UDISE+: Unified District Information System for Education Plus — largest school database in India.▸

GER: % enrolled at a level regardless of age, relative to the official school-age population for that level.▸

Infrastructure: computer access 64.7% → 69.9%; internet 63.5% → 67.4%; 95% schools electrified; 98.5% have girls’ toilets, 97.2% boys’ toilets.▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 5 ·  ECONOMY / ENVIRONMENT

5 India’s EV Transition Cannot Afford to Ignore Retrofitment
GS 3 PG 9

W H Y  I N  N E W S

An editorial argues India needs a comprehensive
R E T R O F I T M E N T  F R A M E W O R K

— converting existing ICE vehicles into EVs — to democratise the EV transition and support a
C I R C U L A R  M O B I L I T Y  E C O N O M Y

.

‘Discard or reinvent?’ — EV sales growth & fuel-type share (VAHAN data) · The Hindu

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

India imports >85% of its crude oil — energy dependency is a structural vulnerability exposed by the West Asia conflict.▸

EVs now ~8.5% of new vehicle sales (FY25-26), but the existing pool of 30+ crore ICE vehicles still runs on imported petroleum.▸

Retrofitting: replacing engine/exhaust with an electric battery, motor & control system — “chassis remains, identity remains, only the powertrain
changes.”

▸

It is cheaper than a new EV or new ICE vehicle, extends asset life, cuts scrappage waste, and generates decentralised employment. Madhya Pradesh
leads with subsidies & a one-stop portal.

▸

C O N C E P T  B A N K

Circular mobility economy: maximising reuse, repair & refurbishment over premature scrappage.▸

Global cues: European nations examining circular mobility models; Nepal supporting retrofit solutions.▸

Enablers needed: standardised certification, safety standards, GST rationalisation for retrofit kits, and support via PM E-DRIVE.▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 6 ·  SOCIETY /  HEALTH

6 Linking Women’s Incomes and Healthcare
GS 3 PG 9

W H Y  I N  N E W S

New research (forthcoming in Oxford Open Economics) links India’s rising
F E M A L E  L A B O U R  F O R C E  PA R T I C I PAT I O N

with its
E P I D E M I O L O G I C A L  S H I F T

to chronic diseases — suggesting employment policy can double as health policy.

‘Linking women’s incomes and healthcare’ · The Hindu

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

Natural experiment: India’s 2018 EPF reform cut mandatory PF contribution for newly employed women (formal sector) from 12% to 8% — a
clean rise in take-home pay.

▸

Female-led households benefiting from the policy reduced overall healthcare expenditure by ~11.6%: spending on medicines/consultations fell,
while spending on nutrition & fitness rose.

▸

Lower spending reflects women reorganising priorities toward preventive health, not valuing healthcare less.▸

Echoes Duflo & Banerjee: directing income to women shifts household spending toward education, nutrition & children’s wellbeing.▸

P R E L I M S  /  M A I N S  L I N K A G E

Demographic dividend: depends on healthy, employed women translating economic agency into healthier families.▸

Epidemiological transition: India’s disease burden shifting from communicable to NCDs (diabetes, hypertension, CVD, mental health).▸

Determinants of health lie largely outside hospitals — nutrition, sanitation, preventive care, informed decision-making.▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 7 ·  ECONOMY / GOVERNANCE

7 ‘Grand Ambitions’: Cooperatives as a Worker-Centric Model
GS 2, 3 PG 8

W H Y  I N  N E W S

India’s
M I N I S T RY  O F  C O O P E R AT I O N

completed
F I V E  Y E A R S  O N  6  J U LY

; the editorial frames cooperatives as an alternative to hypercompetitive, hyper-scaler-driven capitalism.

‘Grand ambitions’ — India’s cooperative sector · The Hindu editorial

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

C O O P E R AT I V E  M O V E M E N T  I N  I N D I A —  M I L E S TO N E S

Traditionally confined to agriculture, cooperatives are now to expand into services — dairy, fisheries, banking, housing, consumer cooperatives &
exports.

▸

PACS (Primary Agricultural Credit Societies), the foundation of rural cooperatives, empowered to undertake 25+ business activities.▸

Challenges: corruption, inefficiency, and fear of States/local communities losing control to a national mechanism — the task is balancing consolidation
vs decentralisation.

▸

1904: First Cooperative Credit Societies Act (after the 1901 Famine Commission); amended 1912.▸

1915 Maclagan Committee: reviewed the movement’s financial soundness.▸

1919 Montague-Chelmsford Reforms: made co-operation a provincial subject.▸

97th Amendment (2011): Art. 19(1)(c) right to form societies; DPSP Art. 43-B; new Part IX-B (Arts. 243-ZH to 243-ZT).▸

2021: Union Ministry of Cooperation created (earlier under Agriculture Ministry).▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 8 ·  POLITY /  HERITAGE

8 ‘Deceptive Dispute’: Courts and Historical ‘Figments’
GS 2 PG 8

W H Y  I N  N E W S

An editorial criticises the revival of a claim that the
TA J  M A H A L

was ‘originally’ a Hindu temple, after the
A L L A H A B A D  H C

sought responses from the Centre and
A S I

on a survey plea.

‘Deceptive dispute’ — on the Taj Mahal survey plea · The Hindu editorial

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

A 2015 civil suit sought to declare the Taj a Hindu temple; the theory traces to late-20th-century writings of P.N. Oak, repeatedly rejected by historians
& archaeologists.

▸

The matter is termed frivolous and vexatious; the case resembles the Gyanvapi and Mathura disputes where ‘objective surveys’ became platforms
for revisionist narratives.

▸

Courts can reject pleadings disclosing no cause of action; they are not commissions of historical inquiry and should not treat speculation as grounds
for a supervised probe.

▸

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

The Taj Mahal became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1983; built by Shah Jahan.▸

Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991: freezes the religious character of places of worship as on 15 August 1947 (Ayodhya excepted).▸

ASI: Archaeological Survey of India, under the Ministry of Culture; custodian of centrally protected monuments.▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 9 ·  ECONOMY

9 India’s Economic Prospects after the West Asian Crisis
GS 3 PG 8

W H Y  I N  N E W S

By C. Rangarajan & D.K. Srivastava: with the
U . S . - I R A N  1 4 - P O I N T  M O U

reopening the
S T R A I T  O F  H O R M U Z

, crude supply should stabilise — India must adjust strategy for 2026-27 and the medium term.

‘India’s economic prospects after the West Asian crisis’ · The Hindu

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

West Asia crisis raised crude prices; Indian basket peaked ~$114.5/bbl (Apr 2026), easing to $86.3 (Jun 2026).▸

RBI projects real GDP growth of 6.6% for 2026-27; growth risks from crude disruptions and an El Niño-linked rainfall shortfall (IMD est. 10%;
~43% up to 24 June).

▸

El Niño + fertilizer shortages threaten the kharif (and later rabi) crop — may warrant a rethink of crop-specific import/export policy.▸

Oil-import dependence rose to >90% (2025-26) from 54.9% (1998-99); refining capacity up to 243.2 MMT.▸

C O N C E P T  B A N K

Strait of Hormuz: chokepoint between the Persian Gulf & Gulf of Oman; ~a fifth of global oil trade transits it.▸

Build reserves: govt urged to shore up fertilizer & strategic reserves of key primary commodities including crude.▸

CAD: 0.6% of GDP (2025-26); SPF median est. 2.1% for 2026-27; RBI dividend of ₹2.69 lakh crore to govt.▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S TOPIC 10 ·  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

10 Beyond Three Cs: The New Lexicon of India-Australia Ties
GS 2 PG 8

W H Y  I N  N E W S

By Gopal Baglay: as PM Modi makes his third visit to Australia, ties have moved from the three Cs (
C O M M O N W E A LT H ,  C R I C K E T,  C U R RY

) and three Ds (
D E M O C R A C Y,  D I A S P O R A ,  D O S T I

) to the ‘Es’ —
E N E R G Y  &  E D U C AT I O N

.

‘Beyond three Cs, the new lexicon of India-Australia ties’ · The Hindu

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

Trade: all Indian exports get duty-free access under ECTA; two-way cumulative investment nearing $50 billion; ambition to raise trade from $33 bn
(2025) to $100 bn by 2030.

▸

Defence — fastest-growing sector: exercises like AUSINDEX, Malabar, Talisman Sabre; cooperation in cyber, AI, drones & ship-building.▸

Energy & Education (the ‘E’ factor): Renewable Energy Partnership via a Solar Taskforce & Green Hydrogen Task Force; Australian universities
setting up campuses in India.

▸

Multilateral: India-Japan-Australia Supply Chain Resilience Initiative; possible triad with UAE; work through the Quad and IORA.▸

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

ECTA: India-Australia Economic Cooperation & Trade Agreement (interim FTA).▸

CSP: Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (since 2020).▸

Sport diplomacy: Commonwealth Games 2030 & Brisbane Olympics 2032; kabaddi & kho kho gaining popularity in Australia.▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S PRACTICE MCQS 1-3

Prelims Practice · 10 MCQs
H P A S  S T A N D A R D  ·  T H E  H I N D U ,  8  J U L Y  2 0 2 6

1 Consider the following pairs of ethanol generations and feedstocks (EBP Programme):

I. 1G — Edible biomass (sugarcane, corn)   II. 2G — Algae   III. 3G — Genetically modified organisms  

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

A I only ✓

B I and II only

C II and III only

D I, II and III

Answer — A. 1G uses edible biomass. 2G uses non-edible biomass (paddy stubble, bamboo), not algae. 3G is algae-based, and 4G uses genetically
modified organisms — so only pair I is correct.

2 With reference to macroeconomic projections after the West Asian crisis, consider the statements:

I. The RBI has projected a real GDP growth of 6.6% for 2026-27.   II. India’s dependence on imported crude oil decreased to 54.9% in
2025-26.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A I only ✓

B II only

C Both I and II

D Neither I nor II

Answer — A. The RBI projected 6.6% real GDP growth for 2026-27. Statement II is wrong: crude-import dependence rose to >90% in 2025-26; 54.9% was
the 1998-99 figure.

3 Which constitutional provision was introduced by the 97th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2011 to promote cooperative societies?

A Article 43-A

B Article 43-B ✓

C Article 39-A

D Article 44

Answer — B. The 97th Amendment inserted a new DPSP on cooperative societies under Article 43-B, made forming societies a right under Art. 19(1)(c), and
added Part IX-B.
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S PRACTICE MCQS 4-7

4 In India-Australia relations, which initiative is aimed at countering supply-chain disruptions in critical minerals and new technologies?

A India-Japan-Australia Supply Chain Resilience Initiative ✓

B Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA)

C Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF)

D Malabar Multilateral Dialogue

Answer — A. The India-Japan-Australia Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI) targets resilience in critical minerals, semiconductors and
rare earths.

5 Consider the following statements regarding the UDISE+ report 2025-26:

I. Schools with internet connectivity increased to 67.4%.   II. Student retention at the secondary level remained stagnant year-on-year.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A I only ✓

B II only

C Both I and II

D Neither I nor II

Answer — A. Internet connectivity rose from 63.5% to 67.4%. Statement II is wrong: secondary retention rose to 51.9% from 47.2%.

6 The ‘Bintang Adipurna’, recently in the news, is the highest civilian honour of which country?

A Iran

B Australia

C Indonesia ✓

D United States

Answer — C. Indonesia conferred its highest civilian honour, the ‘Bintang Adipurna of the Republic of Indonesia’, on PM Modi.

7 Consider the following statements on the rulings regarding the age of marriage in India:

I. Under the PCMA, 2006, personal law recognising puberty as the age of marriage cannot override the central law.   II. Permitting
marriage of a person below 18 years is inconsistent with the POCSO Act, 2012.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A I only

B II only

C Both I and II ✓

D Neither I nor II

Answer — C. The Allahabad HC held both: personal law cannot override the PCMA, and marriage below 18 is inconsistent with the POCSO Act.
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S PRACTICE MCQS 8-10

8 The economic research linking women’s incomes and healthcare used which reform as a natural experiment?

A Launch of the Ayushman Bharat scheme

B 2018 EPF reform reducing mandatory contributions for newly employed women ✓

C Conditional cash transfers for maternal health

D Expansion of the ASHA worker network

Answer — B. The study used India’s 2018 EPF reform, which cut mandatory PF contribution for newly employed formal-sector women from 12% to 8%.

9 Which State has been highlighted for building a favourable EV-retrofitment ecosystem through upfront subsidies and a one-stop portal?

A Gujarat

B Madhya Pradesh ✓

C Uttar Pradesh

D Odisha

Answer — B. Madhya Pradesh has moved toward a favourable ecosystem via upfront subsidies, a one-stop portal and statewide retrofitment agency
registration.

10 The Sabang Port, of strategic interest for India’s maritime partnerships, is located in:

A Near the Strait of Hormuz

B Sumatra, Indonesia ✓

C Western coast of Australia

D Near the Suez Canal

Answer — B. Sabang Port lies on the northern tip of Sumatra, Indonesia, near the western mouth of the Malacca Strait.

A N S W E R  K E Y

1-A   2-A   3-B   4-A   5-A   6-C   7-C   8-B   9-B   10-B▸
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V E D A N TA  ·  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S MODEL ESSAY

Model Essay
W I T H  S T R U C T U R E D  P O I N T E R S

E S S AY  T O P I C

“India’s Demographic Dividend: Empowering Women for Healthier Future
Generations”

INTRODUCTION — FRAMING

BODY I — THE ECONOMIC CASE

BODY II — HEALTH & HUMAN CAPITAL

BODY III  — CHALLENGES

WAY FORWARD & CONCLUSION

Open with India’s twin transitions — an economic one (rising female labour force participation) and an epidemiological one (shift to non-
communicable diseases).

▸

Thesis: the demographic dividend is realised not merely by numbers of working-age people, but by healthy, economically empowered women who
reshape household investments.

▸

Female LFPR rising with formalisation, digital payments & targeted schemes; women’s economic agency alters household spending (Duflo &
Banerjee).

▸

Evidence from the 2018 EPF reform: higher take-home pay for women cut healthcare expenditure ~11.6% while raising spending on nutrition &
fitness — employment policy as health policy.

▸

Determinants of health lie outside hospitals: nutrition, sanitation, preventive care, education, informed decision-making.▸

Women-led investment in preventive health lowers future disease burden — easing pressure on households & public finances amid the NCD surge.▸

Link to schemes: Ayushman Bharat, POSHAN Abhiyaan, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, and UDISE+ gains in girls’ enrolment & retention.▸

Persisting gaps: informal-sector women outside formal benefits, unpaid care burden, regional & social disparities, and the risk of a ticking
demographic clock if the window is missed.

▸

Integrate employment, health & education policy; expand formalisation & social security; invest in skilling, childcare & preventive healthcare.▸

Close on the virtuous cycle: empowered women → healthier families → stronger human capital → a demographic dividend that becomes a durable
dividend, not a fleeting bonus.

▸
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