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Topics in Today's Edition
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2 India Bans Import of Goods Made Using Forced Labour GS 2 · 3

3 The Disruptive Rise of India's New Political Generation GS 2

4 Steady in Turbulence — India, Australia & New Zealand GS 2
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★ Mains Practice — 8 Marks & 12 Marks (English + Hindi) Mains

★ Prelims Practice — 10 MCQs with Answer Key Prelims

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  B O O K L E T

Step 1 Read the original clipping to build newspaper-reading habit.

Step 2 Revise the bullet analysis and gold factboxes — these are Prelims gold.

Step 3 Attempt the Mains questions in 8/12-minute time limits, then the MCQs.
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1
SC Weighs SOP for Urgent Cases
Affecting Life & Liberty

GS 2 · Judiciary

The Hindu, 15 July 2026 · Page 1

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Supreme Court agreed to consider framing a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to let

citizens approach courts any time, day or night, in cases affecting life and liberty — illegal

detentions, imminent demolition of homes, deportations, custodial violence and other state actions.

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

A three-judge Bench headed by CJI Surya Kant heard a petition by advocate Maheravish Rein, citing

credible reports of late-night arrests, early-morning demolition drives and weekend deportations.

The Bench noted an SOP could reduce the "response time" — "maybe the response from the court

should come within an hour of such an urgent mention," said the CJI.

Petitioner's core plea: constitutional remedies must be practically accessible at all times; "the

Constitution cannot fall silent at night." Access to justice cannot exist merely in theory.

Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta: the SOP should be prepared by the top court on its administrative

side, not the judicial side.

CJI's counter: in a federal set-up, High Courts do not fall within the administrative ambit of the

Supreme Court — so orders may have to be passed on the judicial side.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi's "graded approach": differential access after court hours is not a denial of

justice — courts never "close up" where digital access exists; "a letter, an email or a phone call would be

enough to activate the justice system."
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C O N C E P T  C O N N E C T  —  P R E L I M S  &  M A I N S

Article 32 Right to constitutional remedies — Ambedkar's "heart and soul" of the

Constitution; itself a fundamental right.

Article 226 Writ jurisdiction of High Courts — wider than Art. 32 (extends to "any other

purpose").

Article 21 Life & personal liberty; access to justice read into Art. 21 in Anita

Kushwaha v. Pushap Sudan (2016).

e-Courts Project Digital filing/hearing infrastructure that underpins the "graded access" argument.
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2
India Bans Import of Goods
Made Using Forced Labour

GS 2 · 3 · Trade & Social Justice

The Hindu, 15 July 2026 · Page 13

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Commerce Ministry notified a prohibition on importing goods produced "wholly or in part"

through forced labour — a significant step towards an interim India–U.S. trade agreement, as

the U.S. finalises tariffs on countries seen as lax on forced-labour imports.

KEY FACTS

Definition: "Forced labour" = all work or service exacted under menace of any penalty and not offered

voluntarily — as per ILO Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29).

The Union government may, from time to time, specify the goods whose import shall be prohibited;

enquiry procedure lies with the Director General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) under the Handbook of

Procedures, 2023.

U.S. probe under Section 301, Trade Act 1974 covers 60 economies (India, China, EU, UK, Japan,

Australia, Canada, Russia, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka); a 12.5% tariff was proposed on imports from India

and 53 others found "failing to enforce" prohibitions.

Tariff-revival strategy: the probe is seen as legal cover to reimpose tariffs after the U.S. Supreme

Court struck down earlier reciprocal tariffs in 2026.

Policy shift: India earlier relied on labour and criminal laws domestically; the Foreign Trade Policy now

embeds a dedicated trade measure aligned with ILO standards.
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S TAT I C  C O R N E R  —  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  &  L E G A L  F R A M E W O R K

Article 23 Prohibits human trafficking, begar and forced labour; protects inherent

dignity.

Article 24 No child below 14 in factories, mines or hazardous employment.

Bonded Labour Act

1976

Extends to whole of India, implemented by States; district-level Vigilance

Committees.

PENCIL Portal

2017

Electronic platform for enforcement of the Child Labour Act & NCLP Scheme, involving

Centre, States, districts, civil society.
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3
The Disruptive Rise of India's New
Political Generation

GS 2 · Polity / Essay

The Hindu, 15 July 2026 · Page 8 (Editorial)

C O R E  A R G U M E N T

India's youth are no longer "citizens in waiting" — they are an independent political force with their

own language, expectations, methods and centres of influence. Leaders who fail to recognise this shift

risk irrelevance.

KEY IDEAS

VA L U E  A D D I T I O N  F O R  A N S W E R S

Keywords Demographic dividend in politics · anti-performance voters · parallel

arenas of political socialisation · online vs "real" politics convergence.

Use in Essays on democracy & youth; GS2 answers on political participation,

inner-party democracy, social media & governance.

New political language: short-form videos, memes, podcasts, livestreams and decentralised digital

communities have replaced the old hierarchy-and-distance model of party communication.

Young voters are "not anti-political; they are anti-performance" — they reward accessibility,

authenticity, responsiveness, humour and transparency over scripted rhetoric.

From protest to participation: the 2017 pro-Jallikattu protests (Tamil Nadu) showed mass

mobilisation without centralised party leadership, powered by social-media networks and online

narratives.

Regional parallels: Sri Lanka's 2022 Aragalaya protests and Nepal's youth-led mobilisations

converted public frustration into sustained pressure against corruption and elite detachment.

The real problem is institutional distrust, not apathy: "youth engagement" without genuine

power-sharing (redistributing authority, opening leadership pathways, decentralising candidate

selection) rings hollow.

Where institutions remain credible, youth work within democratic structures — countering the notion

that youth mobilisation is inherently anti-democratic.
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4
Steady in Turbulence — India,
Australia & New Zealand

GS 2 · International Relations

The Hindu, 15 July 2026 · Page 8 (Editorial)

W H Y  I N  N E W S

PM Modi's visits to Australia and New Zealand consolidated Indo-Pacific partnerships — marking a

shift from largely economic, people-centric ties to explicitly strategic ones amid supply-chain

disruption and geopolitical volatility.

INDIA–AUSTRALIA OUTCOMES

INDIA–NEW ZEALAND OUTCOMES

New Joint Declaration on Defence and Security Cooperation — enhanced interoperability,

expanded military exercises, an Annual Defence Ministers' Dialogue, plus cybersecurity, maritime

security and emerging-tech cooperation.

India–Australia Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap — deeper information sharing and

operational coordination in the Indo-Pacific.

Uranium exports allowed for India's civilian nuclear programme — removes a lingering obstacle;

boosts clean-energy ambitions; new avenues on critical minerals.

Ties elevated to a formal strategic partnership with a four-year cooperation roadmap.

Maritime cooperation in the Indo-Pacific; mutual logistics support between the Indian Navy and NZ

Defence Force.

Builds on the recently concluded India–NZ FTA; target of substantial bilateral-trade expansion by 2030;

agricultural cooperation being explored.
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F R A M E W O R K S  T O  R E M E M B E R

MAHASAGAR Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions —

vision for the southern Indo-Pacific arc.

Act East Policy Anchor framework for India's eastern Indo-Pacific engagement.

Strategic

autonomy

Network-of-partnerships approach: staying steady in turmoil, "untangled from

rivalries."
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5
India–U.S. Defence Tech Ties — Big
Ambitions, Little Delivery

GS 2 · 3 · Defence

The Hindu, 15 July 2026 · Page 8 (Rahul Bedi)

C O R E  T H E S I S

Two decades of "historic, transformational, game-changing" announcements have produced a 

procurement partnership — not a mechanism for technology transfer and atmanirbharta.

KEY FACTS & TIMELINE

T H E  T E C H N O L O G Y-T R A N S F E R  D I V I D E

India's view Defence partnerships = route to advanced tech, indigenous manufacturing,

reduced import dependence.

U.S. view Advanced defence tech = strategic assets under stringent export controls

(ITAR); security trumps commercial promises.

Next test Proposed Reciprocal Defence Procurement Agreement (RDPA) —

reciprocal market access could balance trade or expose India's nascent

defence industry to unequal competition.

Since 2002, India has bought $22 billion+ of U.S. equipment — Apache, Chinook, C-17, C-130J, P-8I,

M777 howitzers — yet co-production remains elusive.

GE F414 engine impasse: per-engine cost nearly tripled (₹70–80 crore → over ₹200 crore); GE seeks

~$800 million (₹7,576 crore) Indian investment for a dedicated line; disputes over technology

transfer, IP and export controls. HAL negotiating for Tejas Mk-II; DRDO/ADA separately engaging GE for 

AMCA and the Navy's Twin-Engine Deck-Based Fighter.

DTTI (2012) — years of meetings, no significant capability; faded into irrelevance. iCET (2022) —

expanded to semiconductors, AI, quantum, telecom, space, biotech, drones, resilient supply chains. 

INDUS-X (2023) — links start-ups/academia/industry; no noteworthy co-development yet.

MQ-9B deal (2024): 31 SkyGuardian/SeaGuardian drones (~$3.5 bn, FMS route) resembled a

purchase; promised local assembly, partial manufacture and MRO ecosystem yet to materialise. Javelin

ATGM and Stryker ICV collaborations stalled.
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6
Sulphur Dioxide (SO₂) — Pollution &
Control

GS 3 · Environment

Industrial SO₂ emissions — source image from today's compilation

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A new analysis found nearly 81% of SO₂ emissions from coal plants within a 300-km radius of Delhi-

NCR come from facilities exempted from installing pollution-control systems.

ABOUT SO₂

WAY  F O R WA R D

FGD Mandatory Flue Gas Desulphurisation — lime/limestone

scrubbers remove up to 95% of SO₂.

Public CEMS Real-time public emissions data — transparency, anti-manipulation,

compliance.

Category C Phase out distance-based exemptions given long-range transport.

Clean energy Solar, wind & storage to cut coal dependence and overall SO₂ load.

Heavy, colourless, toxic gas with a pungent suffocating odour; a highly reactive inorganic compound and

a primary regulated air pollutant.

Sources: coal-fired power plants (largest industrial source), petroleum refining, smelting of sulphur-rich

ores (copper, zinc, iron); natural — volcanoes, geothermal springs, wetland decomposition.

Secondary pollutants: oxidises to acidic sulfate aerosols → major component of PM2.5; dissolves in

cloud droplets → sulphuric acid (H₂SO₄) → acid rain harming forests, soils, aquatic life.

Long-range transport: SO₂ travels hundreds of kilometres across regional airsheds — distance-based

exemptions are scientifically weak.

Health impacts: airway irritation, asthma/bronchitis aggravation; via PM2.5 — inflammation,

cardiovascular disease, strokes, premature death; crop and photosynthesis damage.
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7
Acid Ingestion Included in
Amended RPwD Act

GS 2 · Social Justice / Judiciary

The Hindu, 15 July 2026 · Page 14

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Centre told the Supreme Court it has amended the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,

2016 to extend "acid attack victim" to persons with internal injuries from ingestion of acid or

similar corrosive substances.

KEY POINTS

C O N C E P T  C O N N E C T

Article 142 SC's power to do "complete justice" — here, filling a legislative gap later

ratified by executive amendment.

RPwD Act 2016 Recognises 21 disabilities (acid-attack victims included); benchmark disability;

reservation in education & jobs.

Case link Laxmi v. Union of India — regulation of acid sale; compensation framework.

Notification of May 22 amended the Act's schedule: "acid attack victim" = anyone "disfigured

externally or internally due to violent assault, self-infliction, accident by throwing, administering, or

spilling of acid or similar corrosive substance."

Retrospective effect: victims with internal injuries occurring before 22 May 2026 can also claim

benefits under the 2016 Act.

The 2016 law earlier recognised only acid-throwing victims — although the Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita, Section 124 (voluntarily causing grievous hurt) covers both throwing and administration of

acid, punishable from 10 years to life.

In May, the SC invoked its plenary powers under Article 142 to include survivors of forcible acid

administration as "acid attack victims" after senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi urged that "those who

suffered the extreme agony of having to forcibly ingest acid" must not be left out.

The Court had earlier indicated the Centre should change penal and bail laws to punish this "most

ruthless, most heinous" crime.
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Mains Practice — Newly Framed Questions

A N S W E R  H I N T S

Q1: Intro — Art. 32/226 & Art. 21 (access to justice, Anita Kushwaha). Body — need (late-night arrests,

demolitions, deportations; irreversible consequences) vs. Justice Bagchi's "graded approach" and e-

filing; administrative vs judicial side; federalism limit on HCs. Conclusion — SOP with one-hour

response benchmark + digital activation as a balanced model.

Q2: Intro — $22 bn purchases since 2002. Body — DTTI's failure, iCET's expanded agenda, INDUS-X's

thin outcomes, F414 cost tripling/IP disputes, MQ-9B "purchase not partnership"; divide — India's tech-

acquisition goal vs U.S. ITAR-driven control. Way forward — RDPA safeguards, co-development

milestones, IP-sharing frameworks, private-sector integration. Conclusion — from buyer-seller to

genuine defence-industrial collaboration.

Q1 ·  GS  PAPER 2  ·  JUDIC IARY 8  M A R K S  ·  1 2 0  W O R D S

"In a constitutional democracy governed by the rule of law, the Constitution cannot fall silent at

night." In light of the Supreme Court's proposal to frame an SOP for urgent life-and-liberty cases,

discuss how round-the-clock access to constitutional remedies can be balanced with the practical

functioning of courts.

"�वि�धि के शासन स ेसचंा�लित सवैंिधिा�नक लिोकततं्र मे ंस�ंविधिान रात मे ंमौन नही ंहो सकता।" जीविन और स्विततं्रता स ेजडे़ु अत्याविश्यक मामलिो ंहेत ुSOP बनाने के

उच्चतम न्यायालिय के प्रस्तावि के आलिोक मे ंचचर्चा की�जए �क सवैंिधिा�नक उपचारो ंतक चौबीसो ंघटें पहुचँ को न्यायालियो ंकी व्याविहा�रक कायर्यप्रणालिी के साथ �कस

प्रकार सतं�ुलित �कया जा सकता है।

Q2 ·  GS  PAPER 2 /3  ·  DEFENCE  &  IR 1 2  M A R K S  ·  1 8 0  W O R D S

India–U.S. defence cooperation has matured as a procurement partnership but far less as a

mechanism for technology transfer and strengthening India's atmanirbharta. Critically examine this

statement with reference to the DTTI, iCET, INDUS-X and the GE F414 engine negotiations, and

suggest measures to bridge the "technology-transfer divide."

भारत–अम�ेरका रक्षा सहयोग एक क्रय-साझेदारी के रूप मे ंतो प�रपक्वि हुआ है, परतं ुप्रौद्यो�गकी हस्तातंरण और भारत की आत्म�नभर्यरता को सदुढ़ृ करने के ततं्र के

रूप मे ंबहुत कम। DTTI, iCET, INDUS-X तथा GE F414 इजंन विातर्चाओ ंके सदंभर्य मे ंइस कथन का आलिोचनात्मक परीक्षण की�जए और "प्रौद्यो�गकी-

हस्तातंरण �विभाजन" को पाटने के उपाय सझुाइए।
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Prelims Practice — 10 MCQs

1. With reference to the Supreme Court's recent proposal on urgent access to justice,

consider the following statements:

The proposed SOP relates to cases affecting life and liberty, such as illegal detentions and custodial

violence.

The Chief Justice observed that High Courts fall within the administrative ambit of the Supreme Court in

a federal set-up.

Ans: (a) — The CJI noted High Courts do NOT come within the SC's administrative ambit in a federal set-up.

2. The term "forced labour," as adopted in India's recent import-ban notification, is defined

under which of the following?

Ans: (b) — Work exacted under menace of penalty, not offered voluntarily — ILO Convention No. 29 (1930).

3. Consider the following statements regarding constitutional provisions against

exploitation:

Article 23 prohibits trafficking in human beings and forced labour.

Article 24 prohibits employment of children below 14 years in any employment whatsoever.

The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 provides for Vigilance Committees at the district level.

Ans: (b) — Art. 24 bars children below 14 only from factories, mines and hazardous employment, not all

employment.

4. The PENCIL Portal, sometimes seen in the news, is associated with:

Ans: (b) — PENCIL (2017): platform involving Centre, States, districts and civil society for a child-labour-free

society.

1. 

2. 

1 only(a)

2 only(b)

Both 1 and 2(c)

Neither 1 nor 2(d)

ILO Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105)(a)

ILO Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29)(b)

UN Palermo Protocol, 2000(c)

Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976(d)

1. 

2. 

3. 

1 and 2 only(a)

1 and 3 only(b)

2 and 3 only(c)

1, 2 and 3(d)

Monitoring SO₂ emissions from thermal plants(a)

Enforcement of the Child Labour Act and NCLP Scheme(b)

Digital filing of urgent writ petitions(c)

Registration of acid-attack victims under the RPwD Act(d)

VEDANTA COACHING ACADEMY & L IBRARYTHE HINDU ANALYSIS · 15 JULY 2026

Sapna Chauhan · Daily Current AffairsPage 14



5. "MAHASAGAR," recently in the news, refers to:

Ans: (b) — MAHASAGAR is India's Indo-Pacific vision underpinning outreach to Australia and New Zealand.

6. Which of the following outcomes emerged from the recent India–Australia engagement?

A Joint Declaration on Defence and Security Cooperation

An Annual Defence Ministers' Dialogue

Australia's decision to allow uranium exports for India's civilian nuclear programme

A mutual logistics support agreement between the Indian Navy and the Royal Australian Air Force

Ans: (a) — Mutual logistics support was announced with New Zealand's Defence Force, not in the Australia

declaration.

7. Arrange the following India–U.S. defence initiatives in the correct chronological order of

their launch: 1. iCET  2. DTTI  3. INDUS-X

Ans: (b) — DTTI (2012) → iCET (2022) → INDUS-X (2023).

8. With reference to Sulphur Dioxide (SO₂), consider the following statements:

It oxidises in the atmosphere to form sulfate aerosols, a major component of PM2.5.

It can travel hundreds of kilometres across regional airsheds.

Flue Gas Desulphurisation systems can remove up to 95% of SO₂ emissions.

Ans: (d) — All three are correct; hence distance-based (Category C) exemptions are being questioned.

A joint naval exercise between India and Australia(a)

India's vision of Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions(b)

A deep-ocean mineral exploration mission(c)

The India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement framework(d)

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1, 2 and 3 only(a)

2, 3 and 4 only(b)

1 and 4 only(c)

1, 2, 3 and 4(d)

1 – 2 – 3(a)

2 – 1 – 3(b)

2 – 3 – 1(c)

3 – 2 – 1(d)

1. 

2. 

3. 

1 and 2 only(a)

2 and 3 only(b)

1 and 3 only(c)

1, 2 and 3(d)
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9. The recent amendment to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, regarding

acid-attack victims:

Extends the definition to persons with internal injuries caused by ingestion of corrosive substances.

Applies only prospectively, from the date of notification.

Ans: (a) — The amendment has retrospective effect, covering internal injuries suffered before 22 May 2026.

10. Article 142 of the Constitution, recently invoked by the Supreme Court for acid-

ingestion survivors, empowers the Court to:

Ans: (b) — Art. 142: plenary power to do "complete justice"; Art. 32 covers writs, Art. 139A transfers, Art. 137

review.

A N S W E R  K E Y  —  1 5  J U LY  2 0 2 6

1 (a) 2 (b) 3 (b) 4 (b) 5 (b) 6 (a) 7 (b) 8 (d) 9 (a) 10 (b)

1. 

2. 

1 only(a)

2 only(b)

Both 1 and 2(c)

Neither 1 nor 2(d)

Issue writs for the enforcement of fundamental rights(a)

Pass any decree or order necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter(b)

Transfer cases between High Courts(c)

Review its own judgments(d)
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