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Each topic pairs a crisp analytical brief with the original Hindu clipping and a Syllabus Linkage box. Two reframed Mains

questions and ten Prelims MCQs (with an explained answer key) close the edition. Revise the ★ fact-boxes the night before

the exam.

01 Netanyahu rejects Trump’s 15-point proposal for Gaza
GS PAPER 2 International Relations West Asia

W H Y I N  N E W S

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu has rejected the U.S.-led 15-point Gaza peace plan (proposed by the “Board of Peace”) that

Hamas had endorsed, opening visible distance with U.S. President Donald Trump ahead of Israel’s October 27 elections.

Key developments

Netanyahu declared “Israel rejects the 15-point document”, the plan Hamas had agreed to in late July, following pushback

from his right-wing coalition allies.

The Israeli military will not begin any withdrawal until Hamas is “genuinely disarmed” and will keep acting against threats

to its forces and citizens.

He called Trump “our greatest friend in the White House” yet signalled Israel would “stand its ground” and raise objections

with Washington — accepting some ideas, rejecting others.

Hamas, days after choosing new leader Khalil al-Hayya, reaffirmed support for the plan and urged Washington to press

Netanyahu to accept it.
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What the plan reportedly says

Why Netanyahu resists

Israel, the West Bank & Gaza — areas under Israeli control after the 1967 war

(pink).

The Hindu · Page 1 · “Netanyahu rejects Trump’s 15-point proposal for Gaza”

Hamas to surrender weapons to a nascent Palestinian

governing body.

Israel to begin a phased pull-out in tandem with the

disarmament.

A staged path toward a ceasefire and post-war governance of

Gaza.

The Gaza plan is unpopular with his right-wing base; far-

right cabinet members have urged him to kill it.

He is Israel’s longest-serving PM and is running even or

trailing in some pre-election polls.
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SYLLABUS LINKAGE

GS-II: Effect of policies & politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests; India and its neighbourhood; important

international institutions. Prelims: map-based questions on West Asia.

02 Koya Tribe & the Kommu Dance
GS PAPER 1 Art & Culture Tribal Society

W H Y I N  N E W S

Kommu Koya tribal dancers performed during the World’s Indigenous Peoples’ Day celebration at the Kumram Bheem

Adivasi Bhavan in Hyderabad, spotlighting Koya culture.

About the Koya

Kommu Koya dancers, World’s Indigenous Peoples’ Day, Hyderabad. (The

Hindu, Pg 15)

Language Occupation

★Static Backgrounder — The Israel–Palestine Question

Balfour Declaration (1917): Britain backed a Jewish “national home” in Palestine, raising Jewish–Arab tensions.

Creation of Israel (1948): After the 1947 UN partition plan, Jews declared independence; Arab rejection led to successive wars.

1967 War: Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza & East Jerusalem.

Yom Kippur War (1973) → Camp David Accords (1978): Egypt became the first Arab state to recognise Israel; Sinai returned

by 1979.

Gaza Strip: Densely populated Mediterranean coastal territory, ~41 km × 10 km, in West Asia.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

One of the few multi-racial and multi-lingual tribal

communities of India.

Inhabit forests, plains and valleys on both banks of the

Godavari across Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Chhattisgarh

and Odisha.

Believed to have migrated to central India from Bastar in

the north.

Famous for the vigorous Kommu (horn) dance performed

with decorated headgear.

Koyi is a Dravidian language, closely related to Gondi and

heavily influenced by Telugu.

Most Koya also speak Gondi or Telugu alongside Koyi.

Traditionally pastoralists and shifting cultivators; now

largely settled cultivators with animal husbandry &

seasonal forest collection.

Grow jowar, ragi, bajra and other millets.
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SYLLABUS LINKAGE

GS-I: Salient features of Indian society & diversity; tribal communities and their art/culture. Prelims: match-tribe-to-state and tribal-

dance questions.

03 The Quit India Movement (1942)
GS PAPER 1 Modern History Freedom Struggle

W H Y I N  N E W S

The Chairman of the Rajya Sabha made a solemn reference in Parliament marking the 84th anniversary of the Quit India

Movement (Bharat Chhodo Andolan).

Mahatma Gandhi — the Quit India Movement, 1942.

Causes / Background

Course of the movement

★Prelims Pointers — Tribes & Their States

Koya: AP, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Odisha — Godavari basin.

Gond: largest tribe of central India (MP, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra).

World’s Indigenous Peoples’ Day: observed on 9 August (UN).

Millets (jowar/ragi/bajra) tie in with the Shree Anna / millet-promotion theme.

• 

• 

• 

• 

A mass civil-disobedience movement by the INC

demanding an immediate end to British rule; also called the 

August Kranti.

Launched 8–9 August 1942 at Gowalia Tank Maidan

(now August Kranti Maidan), Bombay.

Clarion call: “Do or Die” (Karo ya Maro), given by

Mahatma Gandhi.

Leadership: Gandhi, Nehru, Patel, Maulana Azad and 

Aruna Asaf Ali.

WWII at India’s doorstep: after Pearl Harbor (Dec 1941) and the fall of Singapore & Rangoon, the Japanese advance neared

India.

Failure of the Cripps Mission (Mar 1942): offered only post-war Dominion Status, not immediate self-government.

Wardha & Bombay resolutions: CWC drafted the Quit India resolution at Wardha (Jul 1942); ratified by the AICC in

Bombay on 8 Aug 1942.

Operation Zero Hour (5 a.m., 9 Aug 1942): wholesale arrest of Gandhi, Nehru, Patel, Azad — before it could be organised.

The leadership vacuum triggered a spontaneous, leaderless mass uprising across Bombay, Bihar, Bengal, UP, Karnataka and

more.

Parallel governments (Prati Sarkar): Tamluk (Bengal) — Jatiya Sarkar; Satara (Maharashtra) — Nana Patil; Ballia (UP) —

Chittu Pandey.

Underground resistance: Aruna Asaf Ali hoisted the flag at Gowalia Tank; Usha Mehta ran the secret Congress Radio.

Repression: firings, over 1,00,000 arrests and heavy fines.
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SYLLABUS LINKAGE

GS-I: The Freedom Struggle — its various stages and important contributors/contributions from different parts of the country.

04 The cost of Unconditional Cash Transfers (UCTs)
GS PAPER 2 Governance Fiscal Federalism

W H Y I N  N E W S

Delhi launched the Lakshmi Yojana (₹2,500/month UCT for eligible women) on 1 August, joining a growing list of States/

UTs with women-focused cash-transfer schemes — reviving the debate on their fiscal sustainability.

The Hindu · Page 7 · Data Point — “Burden or benefit?”

★Exam Nuggets — Quit India

Slogan “Do or Die” — Gandhi; “Quit India” coined by Yusuf Meherally.

Called the last major mass movement of the freedom struggle.

Secret Congress Radio — Usha Mehta; flag at Gowalia Tank — Aruna Asaf Ali.

• 

• 

• 

The Economic Survey and the 16th Finance Commission have flagged the rising fiscal burden of such schemes.

In Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, beneficiary numbers are being trimmed in the name of “rationalisation”; Delhi has

added restrictive criteria (MLA/MP recommendation) even before roll-out.

Evaluations show women mostly spend the money on food, health and education — but access barriers (documents, bank

access, digital errors) persist.
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The core fiscal concern

SYLLABUS LINKAGE

GS-II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections & their performance; issues in design/implementation. GS-III: Government

budgeting; subsidies vs. capital expenditure.

05 Makkah Joint Defence Agreement (“Makkah Pact”)
GS PAPER 2 International Relations West Asia

W H Y I N  N E W S

The Makkah Joint Defence Agreement (MJDA), signed on 7 August 2026 by the top leaders of Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and

Pakistan, is the first major regional realignment since the U.S.–Iran war — billed by some as a “Muslim NATO”.

Per the 16th FC, nearly 44% of State expenditure is locked in interest payments, pensions and salaries — leaving little room

to fund new schemes or capex.

In Jharkhand, Karnataka and West Bengal (the largest UCT schemes), spending on UCTs exceeds half of total education

spending.

As schemes expand they pressure other social-sector spending, especially health and education.

★Two Sides of the Debate

For: direct, leakage-light income support; women’s agency; counter-cyclical demand; spent on essentials.

Against: crowds out capex & human-capital spending; competitive populism (“revdi”); weak targeting; recurring liability.

Way ahead: transparent criteria, outcome evaluation, and balancing transfers with investment in public services.

• 

• 

• 

The joint statement holds that “any armed attack against any one of the three states shall be regarded as an attack against

them all” — echoing NATO’s Article 5.

Part of a jerky Saudi security response: it follows a Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement (SMDA) with Pakistan (last year)

and a 14-country Multinational Maritime Defence Alliance (MMDA) in late July.

The full treaty text has not been released; the Saudi Deputy FM has denied it is a nuclear/sectarian axis.
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The Hindu · Page 6 · “A new security triangle emerges with the Makkah Pact”

Implications for India

SYLLABUS LINKAGE

GS-II: Bilateral, regional & global groupings involving India and/or affecting its interests; India–Gulf and India–Pakistan relations;

energy security.

India must watch Pakistan’s attempt to align the MJDA partners against it — but should not overreact.

As the world’s third-largest crude importer, India will drive global oil demand for ~15 years; it is the Kingdom’s third-

largest market and second-largest trading partner.

Riyadh sees India as a geo-strategically safe, status-quo partner and is unlikely to back Pakistan’s adventurism.

So the MJDA may give Islamabad an “adrenaline high”, but Pakistan’s bid to match India’s rise via West-Asian posturing is 

unlikely to succeed.
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06 Glasgow Commonwealth Games 2026 — India’s show
GS PAPER 2 Sports & Society Editorial

W H Y I N  N E W S

At the truncated Glasgow Commonwealth Games, India retained 4th place behind Australia, England and Canada — with

women boxers the standout performers.

The Hindu editorial, “Podium finish” (Pg 6).

The editorial argument

SYLLABUS LINKAGE

GS-II/Essay: Development of the sports ecosystem; institutional support (TOPS, Khelo India); doping & sports governance; India’s

2036 Olympic ambition.

India won 39 medals (13 gold, 17 silver, 9 bronze) —

down from 61 in Birmingham 2022, as many disciplines

were dropped from the truncated Games.

Boxers led the surge — 7 gold & 3 silver, including five

women (Sakshi Chaudhary, Preeti Pawar, Jaismine

Lamboria, Priya Ghanghas, Arundhati Choudhary).

Neeraj Chopra took javelin silver; Mirabai Chanu won

her third successive CWG gold; Asmita Dey & Harsh

Singh won India’s first judo golds.

India exceeded its ~30-medal expectation, raising hopes for the Aichi–Nagoya Asian Games.

To be counted among the world’s best — and to bid for the 2036 Olympics — India must identify priority sports, invest in

them, and wage a “perennial war against doping”.

Ahmedabad is set to host a bigger Games in 2030.
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07 NRTS — two-thirds of nurses off the national registry
GS PAPER 2 Health Governance Digital Registry

W H Y I N  N E W S

Government data in the Lok Sabha show only 14.24 lakh of India’s 46.02 lakh registered nursing personnel are enrolled on

the Nurses Registration and Tracking System (NRTS) — leaving 31.78 lakh outside, seven years after launch.

The Hindu · Page 12 · State-wise NRTS coverage.

SYLLABUS LINKAGE

GS-II: Issues relating to development & management of the health sector; e-governance and digital registries; role of statutory/

regulatory bodies (INC).

Enrolled cadres include ANMs, RN & RM, and Lady

Health Visitors (LHVs).

Incomplete roll-out delays No Objection Certificates

(NOCs) for job changes and credential verification for

overseas jobs — hitting careers and livelihoods.

Coverage is starkly uneven: Bihar 99.1%, Jharkhand

90.7% vs. Tamil Nadu 12%, Karnataka 14.7%.

Congress MP Anto Antony urged Health Minister J.P. Nadda to complete enrolment and issue National Unique Identity

(NUID) cards within six months.

NRTS was launched by the Indian Nursing Council (INC) with the National Informatics Centre (NIC) for a live registry

and online registration/renewal/reciprocal registration.

Nursing bodies (e.g. IPNA) say parallel processing by State councils causes delays & duplication, undermining a single digital

registry.

★Quick Facts

NRTS: INC + NIC platform for a national nursing register.

Coverage: 14.24 / 46.02 lakh nurses (≈ 31%).

Best: Bihar (99.1%), Jharkhand (90.7%); Worst: Tamil Nadu (12%), Nagaland (15%).

• 

• 

• 
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MAINS PRACTICE QUESTIONS
Answer-writing practice — reframed from today’s themes

Question 1 GS-II · 10 Marks · 150 words

Women-focused unconditional cash-transfer schemes are proliferating across Indian States. Critically examine their

benefits against the fiscal risks they pose to State finances and to social-sector investment in health and education.

Hint: define UCTs; cite 16th FC (44% of State spend tied up; UCTs > half of education spend in top States); balance women’s agency & essential-

goods spending against crowding-out and competitive populism; suggest targeting & outcome evaluation.

Question 2 GS-II · 15 Marks · 250 words

The Makkah Joint Defence Agreement between Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan has been described as a possible

“Muslim NATO”. Analyse its strategic significance for West Asia and assess its implications for India’s security and

energy interests.

Hint: NATO Article-5 style clause; context of the U.S.–Iran war, SMDA and MMDA; India’s stakes as third-largest oil importer and Riyadh’s top

trade partner; argue why Riyadh is unlikely to back Pakistani adventurism; recommend a calibrated (non-overreacting) Indian response.

PRELIMS PRACTICE — 10 MCQs
Based on today’s edition · answer key with explanations follows

Q1. With reference to the Israel–Palestine issue, consider the following:

1. The Balfour Declaration (1917) was issued by France.

2. Egypt was the first Arab country to recognise Israel.

3. Israel captured the West Bank and Gaza in the 1967 war.

Q2. The recently discussed 15-point Gaza plan was:

1. Endorsed by Hamas in late July.

2. Rejected by Israeli PM Netanyahu.

3. Backed by the U.S. under President Trump.

1 and 2 onlya)

2 and 3 onlyb)

1 and 3 onlyc)

1, 2 and 3d)

1 onlya)

1 and 2 onlyb)

2 and 3 onlyc)

1, 2 and 3d)
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Q3. The Koya tribe is correctly described by which statements?

1. They mainly inhabit the Godavari basin.

2. Koyi belongs to the Indo-Aryan language family.

3. They are found in Odisha and Chhattisgarh.

Q4. Regarding the Quit India Movement, consider:

1. It was launched at Gowalia Tank Maidan, Bombay.

2. The slogan ‘Do or Die’ was given by Jawaharlal Nehru.

3. Usha Mehta operated the secret Congress Radio.

Q5. The parallel governments (Prati Sarkar) during 1942 are correctly matched:

1. Tamluk — Bengal.

2. Satara — Nana Patil.

3. Ballia — Chittu Pandey.

Q6. As per the 16th Finance Commission data cited, nearly what share of State expenditure is tied up in interest payments,

pensions and salaries?

Q7. The Makkah Joint Defence Agreement (2026) was signed among:

Q8. Consider the following about India’s energy profile referenced in the Makkah Pact analysis:

1. India is the world’s third-largest crude oil importer.

2. India is Saudi Arabia’s second-largest trading partner.

1 and 2 onlya)

1 and 3 onlyb)

2 and 3 onlyc)

1, 2 and 3d)

1 and 3 onlya)

1 and 2 onlyb)

2 and 3 onlyc)

1, 2 and 3d)

1 and 2 onlya)

2 and 3 onlyb)

1 and 3 onlyc)

1, 2 and 3d)

About 24%a)

About 34%b)

About 44%c)

About 54%d)

Saudi Arabia, Iran and Pakistana)

Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistanb)

Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Egyptc)

Türkiye, Pakistan and Irand)

1 onlya)

2 onlyb)

Both 1 and 2c)

Neither 1 nor 2d)
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Q9. At the 2026 Glasgow Commonwealth Games, India:

1. Finished fourth in the medal tally.

2. Won the most medals in boxing.

3. Won its first-ever judo gold medals.

Q10. The Nurses Registration and Tracking System (NRTS) is:

1. Implemented by the Indian Nursing Council with the NIC.

2. Intended to issue National Unique Identity (NUID) cards to nurses.

3. Fully covering over 90% of registered nurses nationally.

1 and 2 onlya)

2 and 3 onlyb)

1 and 3 onlyc)

1, 2 and 3d)

1 and 2 onlya)

2 and 3 onlyb)

1 and 3 onlyc)

1, 2 and 3d)

☑Answer Key

Q1 (b) Q2 (d) Q3 (b) Q4 (a) Q5 (d)

Q6 (c) Q7 (b) Q8 (c) Q9 (d) Q10 (a)

Q1 (b) — Balfour Declaration was issued by Britain (not France); Egypt was the first Arab state to recognise Israel (Camp David); the 1967

war gave Israel the West Bank & Gaza. So 2 & 3 are correct.

Q2 (d) — Hamas endorsed the plan in late July, Netanyahu rejected it, and it was a U.S.-backed (Trump) proposal — all three are correct.

Q3 (b) — Koya inhabit the Godavari basin (AP/Telangana/Chhattisgarh/Odisha). Koyi is a Dravidian language (related to Gondi), not

Indo-Aryan — so 1 & 3 only.

Q4 (a) — ‘Do or Die’ was given by Gandhi, not Nehru. It was launched at Gowalia Tank and Usha Mehta ran the Congress Radio — so 1

& 3 only.

Q5 (d) — Tamluk (Bengal), Satara under Nana Patil, and Ballia under Chittu Pandey are all correctly matched.

Q6 (c) — The 16th FC data cited note that nearly 44% of State expenditure is tied up in interest, pensions and salaries.

Q7 (b) — The Makkah Joint Defence Agreement was signed by Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan.

Q8 (c) — Both statements are correct — India is the third-largest crude importer and Saudi Arabia’s second-largest trading partner.

Q9 (d) — India finished 4th, boxing was its top medal sport, and it won its first-ever judo golds — all correct.

Q10 (a) — NRTS is run by the INC with NIC and aims to issue NUID cards; national coverage is only ~31%, not 90%+ — so 1 & 2 only.
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