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WHY IN NEWS

The Centre told the Lok Sabha that there is no proposal before the Union government from Karnataka

Mahadayi River Diversion — ‘No proposal seeking green nod’

seeking Environmental Clearance (EC) for diversion of the Mahadayi river, in reply to a question by a Goa MP.

While read in Goa as a setback to the project, Karnataka maintains EC is not relevant for a drinking-water

project.

Union MoS (Environment, Forest & Climate Change) Kirti Vardhan Singh replied to a question on EC by

‘No proposal seeking green
nod for Mahadayi diversion’

Rishikesh Bahadur Desai
BELAGAVI

There is no proposal be-
fore the Union government
from Karnataka seeking
Environmental Clearance
(EC) for diversion of the
Mahadayi river for various
projects, the Centre re-
cently told the Lok Sabha
in reply to a question
posed by an MP from Goa.
While this is being inter-
preted as a setback for the
project by sections in Goa,
officials in the know in Kar-
nataka, however, maintain
that EC is not relevant for a
drinking water project.
Kirti Vardhan Singh, Un-
ion Minister of State for En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, in response
to a question on EC by Cap-
tain Viriato Fernandes, MP

D

The Centre responded to the
question raised by a Goa MP.

from South Goa, said that
no proposal seeking an EC
for any river diversion pro-
ject involving the Maha-
dayi river is presently un-
der consideration in the
ministry.

The reply further said
that the National Board for
Wildlife (NBWL) has not
approved Karnataka’s pro-
posal to use 10.6852 hec-

tares of forest land for the
Kalasa Nala Diversion
Scheme in the tiger corri-
dor between the Kali and
Sahyadri Tiger Reserves.

The Minister said that
no proposal or river basin
details for conducting a
Cumulative Impact Assess-
ment (CIA) and Carrying
Capacity Study (CCS) of the
Mahadayi basin have been
submitted by the State go-
vernments concerned.

In his question, the MP
had highlighted concerns
voiced by civil society
groups, scientific institu-
tions and experts regard-
ing the proposed diversion
of the Mahadayi, claiming
that it could affect Goa’s
drinking water security,
lead to potential saline in-
gress and freshwater aquif-
ers in the river basin.

Captain Viriato Fernandes, MP from South Goa; no EC proposal for any Mahadayi diversion is presently under
consideration.

The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has not approved Karnataka'’s proposal to use 10.6852 hectares of
forest land for the Kalasa Nala Diversion Scheme, located in the tiger corridor between the Kali and Sahyadri
Tiger Reserves.

No proposal or river-basin details for a Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) and Carrying Capacity Study

(CCS) of the Mahadayi basin have been submitted by the States concerned.

The MP flagged concerns of civil-society groups and scientists that diversion could hit Goa’s drinking-water

security, cause saline ingress, and damage freshwater aquifers in the basin.
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* MAHADAYI RIVER — PRELIMS FACT FILE

Source: Western Ghats — Bhimgad Wildlife Sanctuary, Karnataka; drains into the Arabian Sea.
Basin share: Goa (~78%), Karnataka (~18%), Maharashtra (~4%).

Tributaries: Kalasa, Banduri, Mapusa, Ragada, Nanuz, Valvoti, Nerul, St. Inez Creek, Dudhsagar, Kotrachi
Nadi, Rio de Ourém.

Linked to the Zuari river via the Cumbarjua Canal.

Features: Dudhsagar Falls (Mollem NP & Bhagwan Mahaveer Sanctuary) and Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary on
Chorao Island.
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Reference: Major inter-State river water disputes in India — Mahadayi involves Goa, Karnataka & Maharashtra.

* NATIONAL BOARD FOR WILDLIFE (NBWL)

Statutory body under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972; apex body for wildlife conservation & development.

47-member body: Prime Minister is ex-officio Chairperson; Union Environment Minister is Vice-Chairperson.

Members include the Chief of Army Staff, Defence Secretary, Expenditure Secretary and 10 eminent
conservationists/ecologists nominated by the Centre.

No tiger reserve can be diverted to unsustainable use without NBWL approval, on the advice of the NTCA.

Syllabus Linkage: GS | (Geography — peninsular rivers, drainage), GS IIl (Environment — forest clearance, tiger
corridors, EIA/CIA), and Prelims (statutory bodies, protected areas).
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One Nation, One Election — India’s Democracy Needs Different Electoral
Rhythms

WHY IN NEWS

The editorial argues the One Nation, One Election (ONOE) proposal — a uniform, synchronised timeline for
national and State polls — misreads the mechanics of the parliamentary system and threatens the federal
architecture designed by the Constitution’s framers.

® Aligning the distinct political rhythms of dozens of States with the Centre, in the name of uniformity, prioritises
administrative convenience over democratic substance.

® A parliamentary executive exists at the pleasure of the legislative majority — a PM or CM governs only while
commanding the confidence of the House; terms are not rigidly fixed, so no-confidence or coalition collapse
must trigger a democratic reset.

® Afixed-term electoral calendar artificially binds the legislature and short-circuits accountability; the fallback of
President’s Rule when a State government falls is even more undemocratic than a fresh election.

@ Under strict synchronisation, if Parliament dissolves prematurely, stable State assemblies with robust
majorities could be terminated by operation of law just to keep the ‘one election’ clock on course.

@ The claim that continuous elections cause policy paralysis via the Model Code of Conduct is called an
administrative myth; the MCC bars fresh sops, not routine governance.

@ The cost-saving argument is said to conflate minimal State administrative costs with the unregulated private
campaign spending of parties.

India’s democracy needs different electoral rhythms

he “One Nation, One Election (ONOE)”
proposal (to enforce a uniform,
synchronised timeline for national and

State elections across India) represents
a profound misapprehension of the structural
‘mechanics of the parliamentary system, and
poses an existential threat (o the federal
architecture designed by the framers of the
Constitution.

“To align the distinct political thythms of
dozens of individual States with the central
government, in the name of national uniformity,
i to prioritise administrative convenience over
democratic substance. The argument for
syncronisation rle healyon  superficl

‘shashi Tharoor

Fourth-term Member
of Pariiament

(Lok Sabha) for
Thirwvananthapuram
( "

holdinga fresh election, is even more
undemocrac. This vould neably !one a

by the State with the unregulated, private
campaign expenditures of political parties. The

Severly erodes e sl o cizaeon v
Under a synchronised system, the dcmorranc
leverage of the electorate is fundamer
ictoria. A citiaen voing in a midterm eloction
1o/l a two-year unexpired term s structurally
handed less political bargaining power than a
voter casting a ballot at the dawn of the five-year
cycle. If full-term and midterm governments

the Chairman of the

Parliamentary

Standing Comittee
1 Af

powers,itis a
violation of democratic equity that their

spent by th mmission
of India to manage independent cycles are a drop
i the ocean for an economy of India’s scale, a
small and necessary price to pay for maint;

a responsive democracy. Conversely, the vast
sums of money circulated by political parties
during campaigns actually function as a form of
infornal economic redistrbuion, emporarly
‘generating widespread employment and shifting
Eapitalback down to priners, ocal wansport
networks, artisans, and working-class citizens. To
restrict th c circulation

pular mandates carry unequal
temporal weight. Furthermore, the logic of

overblown narrative urmmnmnu paralym Yet,
itignores riction

and the Sahitya

dictates that if the national
Parlment dissaves prematurely due toa
fractured coalition in New Delhi, stable State

that occurs when presidential mechanics are
clumsily grafted onto a parliamentary democracy.

Flexibility at democracy’s core
Atthe very heart of the parliamentary form of
government is the principle that the executive
branch derives its legitimacy directly from, and
remais contnuousy
legislat
{hé execuiiv s elcted independently for 2 rict,
unalterable calendar term, a parliamentary
executive exists entirely at the pleasure of the
legislative majority. A Prime Minister or a Chief
Minister rules only as long as they command the
confidence of the house. Consequently, the
parlamenary system i nherendly but around
flexibilty; terms are not rigily fixed because
callapee o a governing coalition, . successful
‘motion of no confidence, or a-

realignment must naturally trigger a democratic
reset. That is why India’s elections, which ran on
the same timetable from 1952 to 1967, no longer
do: governments at the State and the Centre fell
at different times when they lost their legislative
majorities, and were elected accordingly
thereafter, leading to the current situation where
some State or the other is going o the elections
every year.

Imposing a fixed-term electoral calendar
artificially binds the legislature, completely
short-circuiting this parliamentary accountability
mechanism. Ifa government fall, forcing a fixed
timeline means that the electorate is stripped of
its sovereign right to choose a new government
for a full five-year mandate. Instead, the system
‘must resort to truncated midterm Assemblies
elected merely to serve out the unexpired
remainder of the original calendar. This
introduction of variable, short-term governance

and political opponents will simply run down the
clock rather than engage in decisive long-term
policymaking.

“The alternative, of resorting to President’s Rule
when a State government fall, rather than

author

of 29 books, including
ur Living

Constitution

The ‘One
Nation, One

proposal will

mandates, and
weaken
democratic
accountability

legistaive assemblies passessng absolute, robust
‘majorities would be abruptly by

five years under the banner of austerity is an
argument that privileges elte fiscal preferences
over the periodic economic stimuli that
campaigns provide to the informal sector.
‘Moreover, the complaint that the continuous

operation oftaw, mply t kecp e mumm one
election” clock on course. To dissol

cycle of perpetual state of
policy paralysis due to the Model Code of
Condctis an admiistrtve myth.The electora

functional,
government because of a political realignment in
New Delhi is a direct assault on the political

code 10 prev
cxecutie lom announting opportunistic,
brand-new financial handouts or executing

ignty of that state’s ]
subordinating regional democratic choices to
national political dynamics.

National politics will overshadow States
“This subordination exposes the deeply
antifederal

ly

doring the immedate runup o3 vote. It does
not freeze the wheels of the St
the execution of ongoing public wor

governance, or essential administrative duties.
“The narrativeof paralyss i often deployed by

agenda. India s fundamentally a union of States,

avast pluralistic landscape where regional

identities, local economic contexts, and historical

trjectories demmand distint political expresions.
‘ederalism

executives
have nothing to do with the electoral calendar. In
reality, the fre
elections serves as
hubns forcing poliical representatives to

f their

arrangemem itisaviel mechanism for cultural
and political

mnsumenu with folded hands. This continuous

and national

le keeps politcal paties
responsive to sentiment, whereas

By
a single mega-event, the distinct boundaries

tween localised issues and national narratives
are blurred. In a synchronised ballot, national
parties with vast financial apparatuses and

ce naturally tend to

overshadow regional players. Local grievances
regarding regional infrastructy ial
swelar, and cultural pescrvation sk being
entirely subsumed by overarching national
thetoric or geopolitical theatre. Electorates are
subtly coerced into prioritising national
alignment over regional suitability, a
phenomenon captured by the majoritarian push
for uniform alignment under the guise of
developmental efficiency. This dynamic pressures
voters to instal dentical parties at both the State
and centre, penalising States that choose
independent political paths and starving them of
federal resources if they dissent from the national
ruling party.

2 siogle, synchroniac) cvent eavesa vayeer
void where representatives are essentially
insulated from the popular will

Diminishing the voter’s voice
Ultimately, the drive toward uniform elections is
an attempt to transform the organic, messy
vitality of a decentralised parliamentary
democracy into the rigid, totalising efficiency of
an authoritarian state model. It reduces the
sovereign voter to a cog in an administrative
machine, strips States of their distinct political
timelines, and creates dangerous vacuums where
insecure, short-term governments cannot
effectively rule. By treating elections as an
expensive administrative burden to be minimised
rather than the primary lifeblood of public
accountability, the ONOE model devalues the
constitutional spirit of the republic. True
democratic strength does not lie in forced

“The financial to defend this
centralsaton of power are «.u.«u, flawed. The
claim that si s vill drastically

enduring resilence of a fed
distinct regions to live, breathe,

minimal, nécessary administratve coss incurred
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* ONOE — VALUE ADDITION

India held simultaneous elections from 1952 to 1967; the cycle broke as Assemblies/Lok Sabha were dissolved
early.

The High-Level Committee on simultaneous elections was chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind.

Implementation would need amendments touching Articles 83 (duration of Houses of Parliament) and 172
(duration of State legislatures), among others.

Core tension: administrative efficiency vs federalism & accountability of the parliamentary form of
government.

Syllabus Linkage: GS Il — Indian Constitution (federalism, basic structure), functioning of the legislature, and the
Representation of the People framework; a live debate for both Prelims and Mains.

Independence Day Address — ‘India Needs Unity, not Uniformity’

WHY IN NEWS

Reviewing the Prime Minister’s Independence Day speech (his thirteenth), delivered amid a new political
context after student protests and the Education Minister’s resignation, the editorial welcomes the reform
promises but argues that dissent should not be framed as divisive.

® Key announcements: skill training for one crore youth for the Al era; free online coaching for competitive
exams; a renewed push on innovation, quantum technology, space, robotics and data centres.

@ Reiterated commitment to self-reliance in defence production, including drones and next-generation defence
systems — promises the editorial says all Indians would welcome.

® The speech built a new ‘dimagi naxals’ label for critics said to influence policymaking — the editorial reads this
as seeing ‘an enemy in every critic’.

® As India enters its 80th year as a free nation, the argument is that progress is a continuum that should
compound year on year, not be measured as before/after a single point.

® The prescription: an all-hands-on-the-deck, unified political will across parties, and an indigenous philosophy
of development rather than mimicking techno-capitalism — a point also underlined by the RSS chief.
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United and free

dia needs unity, not uniformity;
sent must not be seen as divisive
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s Indepen-
dence Day speech, his thirteenth, was de-
livered within an entirely new political
;, shaped by the recent student protests
| to the resignation of his Education Minis-
2 protests may have waned, but their un-
g and lingering reasons for the unrest re-
matter of serious concern for the country.
di sought to offer hope, inspiration and
e on the one hand while, on the other,
new phantom labelled ‘dimagi naxals’,
e said, influenced policymaking and re-
purging. The speech was specifically ad-
1 to the young citizens of the nation. Mr.
repeatedly stressed the need for big
i, firm resolve and rapid execution, argu-
: India could no longer think in incremen-
1s. He promised skill training for one crore
wer the next year to prepare India for the
lintelligence era; free online coaching for
titive examinations to reduce the burden
ilies and improve access to opportunities;
1ewed the government’s emphasis on in-
n, quantum technology, space, robotics,
ntres and other emerging sectors. Mr. Mo-
rated his commitment to self-reliance in
2 production, including advanced technol-
uch as drones and next-generation de-
ystems. All Indians would naturally appre-
hese promises and the statement of
e.

* ANALYTICAL HOOKS

¢ Unity vs uniformity: India’s strength lies in accommodating diversity, not enforcing sameness — a federal,

pluralist idea.

¢ Role of dissent: constructive criticism is intrinsic to a healthy democracy; delegitimising critics narrows the
democratic space.

¢ Demographic dividend: a young population entering the workforce amid rapid technological disruption

demands skilling and jobs at scale.

Whether Mr. Modi wanted, or tried, to build a
unified national approach towards these chal-
lenges and their management is doubtful. India’s
progress is a continuum that should ideally have
a compounding effect with each subsequent
year. Comparing, in absolute terms, achieve-
ments before and after 2014, when he became
Prime Minister, is neither statistically relevant
nor politically prudent. The fact about India as it
enters the 80th year as a free nation that fought
off colonialism is that its challenges are unprece-
dented. It has a massive young population enter-
ing the workforce even as technology is disrupt-
ing life and work as never before. What India
needs is an all-hands-on-the-deck approach, re-
quiring a unified political will among parties and
stakeholders that is unaffected by electoral con-
tests. India also needs an indigenous understand-
ing and philosophy of development rather than
trying to mimic the techno-capitalism that is rat-
tling advanced economies. This is a point that
was underlined by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat in his Independence
Day speech. Mr. Modli clearly sees the challenges;
but he also sees, unfortunately, an enemy in ev-
ery critic. As he leads the country into a new year
of independence, perhaps he could consider new
ideas, including those from his critics, instead of
amplifying divisive ones.

Syllabus Linkage: GS Il (governance, role of civil society and dissent), GS | (Indian society — diversity, unity) and
Essay/Ethics (idea of nationhood, tolerance of dissent).

| Aviation Safety — ‘Not Just Turbulence’: The AI 2379 Incident

GS Il - Governance GS Ill - Sci-Tech w

WHY IN NEWS

The 4 August 2026 Air India flight Al 2379 (Phuket-Delhi, 137 passengers, 8 crew) has been reclassified
from an ‘event of turbulence’ to a ‘serious incident’ after in-flight technical faults and a sharp altitude
deviation injured 20+ people. The editorial warns India’s aviation safety cannot rest on luck.

@ Two tracks are under probe. First, multiple technical anomalies on the Airbus A320N: hydraulic-system fault
warnings, elevator flight-control faults, autopilot disconnection, emergency-exit door indications and an engine
anti-ice warning.

@ The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB), France’s BEA and Airbus technical representatives are
investigating; Airbus’s initial data reportedly supports evidence of technical errors.
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@ Second track: the pilot-in-command’s post-flight screening for psychoactive substances, which has drawn
wide attention and prompted mandatory screening of flight-deck crew.

® It exposed a weak link — a heavier emphasis on alcohol breathalyser checks than on testing for psychoactive
substances under Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR) Section 5, Air Safety Series F, Part V (which also
covers Air Traffic Controllers).

® The DGCA Medical Circular No. 02 of 2021 on OTC drugs and self-medication flags pilot cognitive/
psychomotor impairment, drawing on the Mangaluru (2010) and Kozhikode (2020) fatal accidents; even small

impairment can degrade judgement, reaction time and coordination.

Not just turbulence

India’s aviation should not have to
depend on chance for safety
r he August 4, 2026, incident involving Air

India flight AI 2379, from Phuket to Delhi,
with 137 passengers and eight crew, now
two tracks. The first concerns its reclassifica-
1: the initial ‘event of turbulence’ is now a “se-
1s incident” after inflight technical issues and
gnificant deviation in aircraft altitude caused
1ries to more than 20 passengers and crew,
ckly drawing in the Directorate General of Ci-
Aviation (DGCA). The subsequent probe by the
craft Accident Investigation Bureau, along
h France’s investigation authority, BEA, and
hnical representatives from Airbus, should
‘avel the multiple anomalies that briefly over-
k the Airbus A320N - fault warnings across
hydraulic systems, elevator flight-control
Its, autopilot disconnection, emergency-exit
or indications and an engine anti-ice warning.
bus’s initial data is said to support the evi-
1ce of technical errors. However, it is the se-
1d track that has received much attention: the
ult of the pilot-in-command’s post-flight
2ening for psychoactive substances.
Che Tata Group-Singapore Airlines joint ven-
e airline has been prodded into commencing
immediate and mandatory screening of its
ht deck crew ‘for any substances or unpre-
ibed medications’. But the deeply discomfit-

The Tata Group-Singapore Airlines joint ven-
ture airline has been prodded into commencing
the immediate and mandatory screening of its
flight deck crew ‘for any substances or unpre-
scribed medications’. But the deeply discomfit-
ing discovery has exposed the weak link in crew
screening — the greater emphasis on pre- and
post-flight breathalyser checks for alcohol than
on testing for psychoactive substances, which
falls under the Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR)
Section 5-Air Safety Series F Part V. In fact, the
CAR — which applies to Air Traffic Controllers al-
50 — leans more towards random and post-flight/
post-shift testing, with graded disciplinary ac-
tion. With India’s air carriers expanding opera-
tions, crew citing stress-related issues, and,
separately, the availability of substances for med-
icinal or recreational use, the regulator must en-
sure stringent psychoactive substance testing and
operational compliance. The DGCA’s Medical Cir-
cular No. 02 of 2021, on ‘over-the-counter (OTC)
drugs and self-medication’, highlights pilot cogni-
tive/psychomotor skills impairment, drawing on
the Mangaluru (2010) and Kozhikode (2020) fatal
air accidents. Further, documented cases from
the West reveal that even small levels of impair-
ment can affect crew judgement, reaction time,
coordination, and decision-making, the critical
skills needed in the flight deck. Ensuring that fit
crew are behind the controls is an aviation indus-
try bedrock, and every Indian operator, large or
growing, must uphold the highest standards.
This was a lucky escape, but luck cannot be al-
lowed to become a safety strategy.

* DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION (DGCA)

¢ India’s apex civil-aviation regulator for air safety, licensing and international-standards compliance.

¢ Originally set up in 1978 as an attached office; became a statutory body under the Aircraft (Amendment) Act,
2020; works under the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

Functions: registers aircraft; licenses pilots, ATCs, engineers & crew; certifies airports; sets airworthiness
standards; investigates incidents.

Enforces safety oversight of licensed entities under the Aircraft Rules, 1937.

Syllabus Linkage: GS Il (statutory & regulatory bodies, governance) and GS Il (science & technology, disaster/safety
management, indigenisation of aviation safety oversight).
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India & West Asia — ‘Losing the Region, but Not Too Late’

GS Il - International Relations m

WHY IN NEWS

The editorial contends that India is losing ground in West Asia even as the region undergoes a once-in-a-
generation shift in its security architecture, and that New Delhi lacks a clear strategy for it.

® A decade ago India was expanding its footprint: in 2016 Saudi Arabia conferred its highest civilian honour on the
PM; in 2021 the 12U2 grouping (India, Israel, US, UAE) was formed; in 2024 Iran leased Chabahar port to India.

® A US-Israel war with Iran has escalated into wider conflict with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC); Gulf
states are rethinking reliance on the US security umbrella and perceive threats from both Iran and Israel.

@ Pakistan’s new diplomatic moment: its role as a mediator in the US—Iran conflict is earning reputational
capital; a new collective defence pact in Mecca binds Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Pakistan.

@ Risks for India: a future Israel-Pakistan war could draw India in given close India—Israel ties; greater Turkish
backing for Pakistan cannot be ruled out.

® Way forward: appoint a Special Envoy for West Asia; rebuild trust between Arab states and Iran; safeguard
Indian shipping from the Suez Canal to Bab-el-Mandeb; explore roles in Red Sea security and UN
peacekeeping in Lebanon (UNIFIL).

India is losing West Asia, but it is not too late

is losing West Asia, one country at a
Even as the region undergoes a
in-a-generation shift in its security

ire and political battle lines, it is unclear
a’s strategy is ...or whether New Delhi
rall.

10t supposed to be this way. Just 10
India was rapidly remaking its

in West Asia. In 2016, Saudi Arabia
ndia’s Prime Minister its highest civilian

Raja Karthikeya
Adjunct Fellow and
Lead for West Asia
Studies at the

countries is likely to directly take on Iran
alongside the U.S. The pact is thus aimed less at
Iran and more at deterring Israel. All three
countries see themselves as the next target of
Israel after Iran. They thus want to pool Saudi
capital, Pakistan’s military strength, and
Tiirkiye’s technological advances.

This is a challenge for India. A future war
between Israel and Pakistan will inevitably
draw in India given the close partnership

A great power in the making risks appearing
humbled and hobbled in its immediate maritime
neighbourhood.

Or, India can pick a third way. It can devise an
active regional political strategy. Re-engage the
Saudis with whom it has no explicit differences.

It can start playing a role of rebuilding trust
between the Arab countries and Iran, starting
with the UAE-Iran relationship. It can engage in
Jordan’s security offering Jordan defensive

12021, the 12U2 agreement was signed Takshashila between Israel and India. Similarly, even technologies at a time when U.S. munitions are
1dia, Israel, the United States and the Institution greater Turkish support for Pakistan in a future | running low. It can engage in the future UN

ab Emirates (UAE) together. In 2024, conflict that Pakistan might have with India peacekeeping role in Lebanon, which is now

d Chabahar to India. All these successes cannot be ruled out under a cloud, with the forecast being an end to
e now memories from the past. the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). It can

The choices before India even run a back-channel with Tiirkiye sharing its

’s new diplomatic moment What then is India’s strategy? It appears to be red lines about its relationship with Pakistan. If
four months, the U.S.-Israel war with confident of Israel’s victory in its various battles | India cannot join the new Saudi-led maritime
scalated into a catastrophic regional in the region given its proximity to the U.S. But force for the Red Sea, it can work with Egypt on a
ith Iran attacking the Gulf Cooperation U.S. politics are changing rapidly, with both parallel effort to safeguard India-bound shipping,
5CC) countries, the Saudis hitting Iraqi ‘Make America Great Again’ Republicans and from the Suez Canal to Bab-el-Mandeb. It can look
louthis attacking Saudi ships and Israel Democratic Socialists questioning the into setting up a military presence in the Red Sea
»ut strikes in multiple countries. Now, once-unquestioned U.S. support for Israel. Can region whether in Somaliland or Socotra.
ountries are rethinking the efficacy of Israel then emerge triumphant alone? Building on current military training exchanges, it

>curity umbrella. They see a threat from India has cultivated a special relationship can start drills and military exercises with a range
and Israel. with the UAE given the importance of of countries in the region.

; the Gulf countries there is a schism on remittances from Indian expat workers in the

ndle this threat — through engagement country, the investments by the Indian elite in Think of bridge-building

.E is doing) or through deterrence (as the UAE and the UAE’s strategic investments in India can also appoint a new Special Envoy for

s are contemplating). India. But the UAE’s mounting differences with | West Asia — not one focused on the

context, Pakistan’s role as mediator in Saudi Arabia are a cause for concern, as are its Israel-Palestine peace process necessarily, but

an conflict is gaining it reputational positions against UN-recognised governments one who can draw all the threads together to

1the region. Irrespective of Pakistan’s in conflicts as afar as Sudan. Can the UAE secure India’s interests in the region at a time of

nalysts in the region see that Pakistan emerge unscathed in all these conflicts? unprecedented turbulence. All of this can be part
o the conflict at a time when it seemed India can choose to sign military alliances of one pro-active vision for India to support a

1e could bring U.S. President Donald with Israel and the UAE. But this would hurt new security architecture for West Asia — one

d the Iranians to the table despite West Asia is what is left of India’s relationship with Iranand | that does not draw new battle lines but instead

Tiirkiye, Qatar and Egypt.

est collective defence pact in Mecca
saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Pakistan

this context. This pact may mean less in
1e U.S.-Iran war as none of these

changing rapidly

and India must
act before its
influence fades

Saudi Arabia. India can choose to do nothing as
it is doing now. And its merchant mariners may
keep getting killed in the Strait of Hormuz while
more Indian ships may sink in the
Bab-el-Mandeb.
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contributes to trust-building.

India cannot afford to be a stranger to West
Asia. India has both the capacity and the
responsibility to help restore peace and
predictability in the region.
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* GEO-STRATEGIC FACT FILE

12U2: India—Israel-UAE-US grouping (2021) for cooperation in food security, water, energy, space, health and
transport.

Chabahar (Iran): gives India access to Afghanistan & Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan; anchors the INSTC.

Chokepoints: Strait of Hormuz (Gulf oil) and Bab-el-Mandeb (Red Sea—Suez route) are vital to India’s energy
security and trade.

India has capacity and responsibility to help restore peace and predictability in the region.

Syllabus Linkage: GS Il — India and its neighbourhood, bilateral/regional groupings, and effect of policies of developed
& developing countries on India’s interests.

Al in Healthcare — Optimising Expertise, Not Just Deploying Systems

WHY IN NEWS

With India expanding healthcare capacity amid a more complex disease burden, the piece argues Artificial
Intelligence can help carry medical expertise to the point of care — a January 2026 McKinsey analysis
estimates Al in revenue-cycle operations could cut the cost-to-collect by 30-60%.

® Reach of expertise has depended on the number and distribution of clinicians, their institutions, and connecting
systems — all hard to scale quickly, especially in India.

@ Global signals: the US FDA had authorised over 1,000 Al-enabled medical devices (radiology, cardiology,
diagnostics) by January 2025; the UK NHS issued guidance on Al-enabled ambient scribing (April 2025).

@ India’s digital foundation: over 100 crore health records linked to Ayushman Bharat Health Accounts

(ABHA) by May 2026; the ABDM Scan-and-Share service cut OPD registration waits from about an hour to 2-
5 minutes.

® Al can extend the same friction-cutting to scheduling, clinical documentation, claims, inventory and discharge —
freeing clinicians and reducing administrative fatigue.

@ Caution: models need clinical validation, representative data and human oversight; the FDA's September
2025 call for real-world evaluation reflects that launch performance may not hold over time.
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How Al can be optimised for better healthcare

odern medicine has
built an extraordinary
depth of knowledge.
However, how much

of that knowledge can reach the
patient who needs it now? The
answer has traditionally depended
on the number and distribution of
trained clinicians, the institutions
in which they work, and the
systems that connect them to
patients. All three are difficult to
i r India, which

capaci ase
becomes more complex, the
question of how far health
expertise can reach is particularly
consequential.

Here, Artificial Intelligence (AD)
introduces a new dimension. It
offers a way of taking the
accumulated knowledge and
making more of it available at the
point of care. The change is visible
across major health systems. In
January 2025, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) said it
had authorised more than 1,000
Al-enabled medical devices. These
include tools used in radiology,
cardiology, and other areas of
diagnosis. In the UK., the NHS
issued a guidance in April 2025 for
the use of Al-enabled ambient
scribing. By January 2026, the
country was developing a national
programme to support wider
adoption, with early evidence
suggesting that the technology
could give doctors up to a quarter
more time with their patients.

These examples point to a
wider change. Al is moving out of
innovation teams and into
consultations, diagnostic
workflows, and hospital
operations. The real work now lies
in making it dependable enough
for routine use.

The economic benefits
India has it f challenges.
Specialist care
ed in larger cities, while
chronic conditions require
patients to be monitored over
many years. Hospitals are also
managing rising volumes without
being able to increase clinical

-

Suneeta Reddy
Managing Director,
Apollo Hospitals
Enterprise Ltd.

A January 2026
McKinsey
analysis
estimated that
applying Al
across
healthcare
revenu le
operations could
reduce the cost
to collect by
30% to 60%

* DIGITAL HEALTH FACT FILE

¢ ABDM (Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission): creates a national digital health ecosystem via unique ABHA IDs and

interoperable records.

capacity at the same pace.

An Al tool that helps prioritise a

radiology scan, alerts a care team
orating patient or

ian handling a

complex case in a smaller city can

make existing capacity work more

efficiently.

‘The country has already built
much of the digital foundation
required for this shift. By May
2026, more than 100 crore health
records had been linked to the
Ayushman Bharat Health
Accounts, twice the number
recorded in February 2025. A July
2026 government update reported
that the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM) Scan and Share
service had reduced outpatient
registration waits at participating
hospitals from around an hour to
between two and five minutes.
These improvements did not
require a dramatic reinvention. It
came from removing friction from
a familiar hospital proc
extend the same principle
appointment wl\edulm;, clinical

documentation,
planning, and discharge
management. Each task takes time
away from care if handled poorly.
Additionally, the financial

benefits from using Al is becoming
harder for healthcare providers to
ignore. A January 2026 McKinsey
analysis estimated that applying Al
across healthcare revenue-cycle
operations could reduce the cost

gains can free
ces for clinical teams,
equipment and capacity. They can
also reduce administrative work
that contributes to staff fatigue.
‘There is yet another part
related to the business side that
receives less attention. Al can help
providers offer services that were
previously difficult to deliver at
scale. Remote monitoring can

programmes
who need attention before
symptoms become severe. Virtual
specialist support can connect
Shaller hospitals with expertise
located elsewhere. Diagnostics can

ongoing mlmmmmp with patients
managing diabetes, cardiac
disease or cancer.

Judicious use
These models create revenue, but
their value does not come from
selling more technology. It comes
from reaching patients earlier and
avoiding preventable
deterioration. Thi
restraint mattes
performs well in one hospital or
population may not work equally
well across India’s States, disease
patterns, and care settings.
Clinical validation, representative
data, and human oversight also
need to be seriously considered.
‘The FDA’s September 2025 call for
better methods to evaluate
Alenabled devices in real-world
settings reflects a concern that
every health system will have to
confront. The tools’ performance
atlaunch does not guarantee
performance over time.

Healthcare does not need Al
everywhere. It needs it where
delays can be reduced, clinicians
can make better-informed
decisions, and more patients can
receive appropriate care. As India
marks another year of
Independence, there is a larger
dimension to this conversation.
‘The economic strength of a nation
ultimately rests on the capabilities
of its people. Healthcare therefore
belongs within the architecture of
economic development. India has
built considerable physical and
digital infrastructure over the
decades; the next phase of
development will depend
increasingly on the health,
Tongevity and productivity of its
population. Al can contribute by
making expertise widely available
and by shifting healthcare towards
ction and continuous
ent.

he economic return on Al in

helcare wil be measred no
by the number of systems
deployed, but by the number of
lives touched and its impact on
human life and happiness.

Al should be deployed where it reduces delays, improves decisions and reaches more patients — not

‘everywhere’.

Healthcare sits within the architecture of economic development — health, longevity and productivity
underpin national strength.

The true return: measured by lives touched, not the number of systems deployed.

Syllabus Linkage: GS Ill — science & technology (Al applications), and GS Il (health governance, digital public
infrastructure & welfare delivery).

Girls Conditioned from Childhood to Take Up the Domestic Burden

GS | - Society GS Il - Social Justice Data Point

WHY IN NEWS

Drawing on India’s Time Use Survey (2025), the analysis shows the adult gender division of unpaid work
begins in childhood: girls start sharing domestic chores far earlier and more heavily than boys, reproducing the
gender gap in invisible, unpaid work across generations.

® Women’s time on housework rises from around age 10 and peaks at nearly 460 minutes a day (7.5+ hours)
around age 30; the male curve never crosses 65 minutes at any age between 6 and 75.

® Atage 6, boys and girls spend almost the same time on domestic/care work (~5 minutes/day). From age 10 the
girls’ curve pulls away: ~15 min at 10, 75 min at 15, and ~130 min by 17.
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Boys move only from ~5 minutes at age 6 to about 17 minutes by the end of childhood — a dramatic widening

of the gap.

The girl-to-boy ratio in unpaid work rises from 1.6 (ages 6-9) to 4.5 (10-14) to 7.5 (15-17).

Cost is borne in leisure and learning: for girls, more time on chores crowds out sport, rest and discretionary
time that build confidence and career trajectories.

In the 2025 PLFS, childcare and domestic responsibilities were the single most-cited reason for staying out of
the labour force — by 52.5% of urban women and 40% of rural women, far above men.

Girls conditioned from childhood to take up domestic burden

‘The time women spend on housework begins to rise around the age of 10 and reaches a peak of nearly 460 minutes a day around age 30

nutes by age 17. Boys, meanwhile,
move from roughly five minutes at
agesix to only about 17 minutes by

Between childhood and adult-
hood, therefore, girls are being
trained for the household while

Disproportionate burden

Tanu M. Goyal the end of childhood. The resultis | boys are being trained for the  Thedatafor the charts were sourced from India's Time Use Survey (2025)
Mol a dramatic widening of the gender | world outside. This helps explain 20 the Ministry of Satistics and Program Implementation (MoSP)
Shravani Prakash gap. The girkto-boy ratio in unpaid | why childhood conditioning can
work rises from 1.6 among chil- | later appear as an “efficient” gen- ~ CHART1: pent on housework (s
n a recent interaction with | dren aged 6-9, to 4.5 among those | dered allocation of household 500 -
l women aspiring to become | aged 10-14, and to 7.5 among ado- | work. Female
in rural Harya- lesce d 15-17. One of the clearest manifesta: > 400 b
na, it was found that other than so- tions of these gendered expecta- <
cial and cultural norms, Little control over time tions is women’s absence from the & 300 9
gest practical The cost is leisure. Between ages | labour force. In the 2025 PLFS, £ ,
constraining the women's’ six and 17, girls’ housework rises | childcare and domestic responsi- 2 Male
to do more paid work was that a | by roughly 124 minutes a day, | bilities were the single most 2

large share of their time was tied
upin cookingand completing hou
sehold chores. Strikingly, their
daughters, rather than their sons,
were already sharing this burden
by helping them in the kitchen and
other chores. The next generation,

while their leisure time falls by
around 115 minutes. For boys, the
decline in leisure is much smaller
but the time they spend on house-
work changes relatively little.

‘This matters because the cost of
girls' domestic work is often

reason women gave for staying out
of the labour force, reported by
52.5% of urban women and 40% of
rural women, compared with less
than 1% of men.

Most policy interventions ad-
dress women’s unpaid work in

10 20 30 4 50 6 70
Age

CHART 2 : Time spent by children on domestic work, leisure and learning,

it seemed, isalready learningtore- | framed primarily as a trade-off | adulthood through childcare, 500 Lesrring (femala) Learning (male)

produce the gender gap in invisi- | with schooling and education. But | community kitchens, safe mobility __ 400 i

ble, unpaid work. data shows that girls, in fact, are | infrastructure, flexible work and & .
India’s Time Use Survey (2025) | spending slightly more time on | social protection, among others. g 300 Lesiure (male) O

highlights that the division of la- | learning than boys at most ages. | But the Time Use Survey suggests ¢ ) o

bour that emerges in adulthood | They, therefore, remain in school | that policy must also start much = 2%

begins much earlier, through | but still pay a substantial price in | earlier, by addressing the unequal =

childhood ~ conditioning.  What
starts in childhood widens with
age, reachingits peakin the prime
working years (Chart 1).

‘The time women spend on hou-
sework begins to rise around the

leisure time that could be spent on
sport, friendships, rest, explora-
tion and simply having discretion-
ary control over their own time.
These are not economically irrele-
vant activities. They part of

assignment of domestic work bet-
ween boys and girk.

‘The objective is not to remove
domestic work from  children’s
lives, but to remove its gender as-
signment. Schools can help by giv-
ing every child, boy or girl, equal
opportunities to learn practic

rom cookir

Domestic work (male) | |
1001 Domestic work (female) Laslars (femek)
ola

CHART 3 : The share (participation rate) of girls and boys who engage i different
types of housework

Boys aged 10-14 I Boys aged 15-17

Girls aged 10-14 M Girls aged 15-17

me 26 4s
heavily i <"eer® 13 43
oking lies at thy fthis chooland improv- 12 107
divergence (Chart 3). Among ado- | ing their educational outcomes, RETEe 23 I 5 5
it lescents aged 15-17 years, 42.4% of | but equal attention must be paid to 5 138
tern begins to take shape (Chart | girls report cooking, compared | what happens to their time outside Cooking 29 I T Y
1). Data shows that at age six, In- | with only 2.9% of boys. Girlsinthis | school. Otherwise, by the time T
dian boys and girls spend almost | age group spend close to an hour | young women enter the labour Farm 3.0 IR 4.1
the same amount of time on dom- | cooking, while boysspend just two | market, years of gendered condi- B .
estic and care work at about five | minutes. Cleaning and laundry al- | tioning and unpaid work may al- ~ Laundry —: 5
minutes a day (Chart 2). Their tra- | so become increasingly gendered, | ready have narrowed their choic-
jectories remain relatively close | with wide gaps in both participa- | es. If we want a different ~ Repairs R
through early childhood. Thereaf- | tion and time spent. The only tasks | workforce tomorrow, we may dolescent boys match o
ter, however, they diverge sharply. | where adolescent boys match or | need to start by giving boys and ~ Shopping ‘exceed girls are farm work
Around age 10, the girls’ curve | exceed girls are farm work and | girlsa different childhood today. ‘and shopping; activities that
begins to pull away. Girls spend | shopping; activities that are more Authors work at the Indian Coun- ~ Water/fuel are more outward-facing
: ¢ o i LA (the field and market), rather
about 15 minutes a day on domes- | outward-facing (the field and mar- | cil for Research on International e Bk

tic and care work at age 10, 75 mi
nutes at 15, and around 130 mi

ket), rather than inward-facing in-
to the kitchen.

* DATA & POLICY HOOKS

Economic Relations (ICRIER). Views
expressed are personal

Participation rate (%)

¢ Time Use Survey: conducted by the Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI/NSO);

captures paid, unpaid & care work by sex and age.

The objective is not to remove domestic work from children but to remove its gender assignment.

Interventions: childcare & community kitchens, safe mobility, flexible work — plus teaching both boys and girls

chores, cooking and financial literacy.

Links to Female Labour Force Participation (FLFPR), SDG-5 (gender equality) and the care-economy debate.

Syllabus Linkage: GS | (role of women & women'’s organisations, social empowerment), GS Il (social justice, welfare
schemes) and GS IlI (labour, care economy & FLFPR).
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15 marks - 250 words

“The case for ‘One Nation, One Election’ rests on administrative convenience, but its costs are borne
by federalism and democratic accountability.” Critically examine.

ANSWER APPROACH

« INTRO: define ONOE (synchronised Lok Sabha & State polls); note India held simultaneous elections 1952—
67 and the Kovind committee’s recent push.

* CASE FOR: lower expenditure, reduced Model Code disruption, administrative & security bandwidth, less
‘permanent campaign’ mode.

* CASE AGAINST: parliamentary executive survives on legislative confidence — fixed terms clash with no-
confidence/coalition collapse; risk of premature termination of stable State assemblies; over-reliance on
President’s Rule; national narratives overshadowing regional issues.

* CONSTITUTIONAL ANGLE: amendments to Arts. 83 & 172; federalism & basic structure concerns.

* BALANCE: weigh efficiency vs accountability; suggest phased/partial synchronisation, consensus and
safeguards.

e CONCLUSION: reforms must strengthen, not flatten, India’s federal and democratic diversity.

10 marks - 150 words

The gendered division of unpaid domestic work in India begins in childhood, not adulthood. Discuss,
using recent survey evidence, and suggest measures to break the cycle.

ANSWER APPROACH

¢« EVIDENCE: Time Use Survey 2025 — girls’ domestic work diverges from boys around age 10; women peak
at ~460 min/day near age 30 while men stay under 65 min; girl-to-boy unpaid-work ratio rises 1.6 - 7.5 by
adolescence.

e CONSEQUENCES: lost leisure/learning for girls, weaker career trajectories, low FLFPR (52.5% urban / 40%
rural women cite domestic duties for staying out of work, PLFS 2025).

* CAUSES: social norms, early conditioning, lack of care infrastructure and safe mobility.

* MEASURES: childcare & community kitchens, flexible/safe work, recognising the care economy, gender-
neutral socialisation of chores, financial literacy for both sexes.

* CONCLUSION: removing the gender assignment of domestic work — not the work itself — is key to real
equality (SDG-5).

The Hindu - AnalySlS 17 August 2026 - Sunday
VEDANTA COACHING ACADEMY & LIBRARY

Prelims Practice — MCQs

10 QUESTIONS WITH EXPLANATIONS - ANSWER KEY FOLLOWS
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Q1. With reference to the Mahadayi river, consider the following:

@ 1. It originates in the Western Ghats and drains into the Bay of Bengal.

® 2. The largest share of its basin lies in Goa.

® 3. Itis connected to the Zuari river through the Cumbarjua Canal.

(@) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b) — The Mahadayi rises in the Western Ghats but empties into the Arabian Sea, not the Bay of Bengal (1 wrong). Goa
holds the largest basin share (~78%) and the Cumbarjua Canal links it to the Zuari (2 & 3 correct).

Q2. Consider the following about the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL):

@ 1. Itis a statutory body under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

® 2. The Prime Minister is its ex-officio Chairperson.

@ 3. No tiger reserve can be diverted without its approval, on the advice of the NTCA.

(@) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d1,2and3

Ans: (d) — All three are correct. The NBWL is a 47-member statutory body chaired by the PM; the Environment Minister is
Vice-Chair; tiger-reserve diversion needs NBWL nod on NTCA advice.

Q3. The Kalasa-Banduri project, seen in the news, is associated with which river?
(a) Krishna (b) Mahadayi
(c) Cauvery (d) Godavari

Ans: (b) — The Kalasa (Nala) Diversion Scheme is part of the Kalasa-Banduri works on the Mahadayi basin, involving Goa,
Karnataka and Maharashtra.

Q4. Simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies (‘One Nation, One Election’) would
most directly require amendments to which Articles?

(a) Articles 83 and 172 (b) Articles 14 and 21
(c) Articles 275 and 280 (d) Articles 356 and 365

Ans: (a) — Article 83 governs the duration of the Houses of Parliament and Article 172 the duration of State legislatures — both
central to synchronising terms.

Q5. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) became a statutory body under which law?
(a) Aircraft Rules, 1937 (b) Airports Authority of India Act, 1994
(c) Aircraft (Amendment) Act, 2020 (d) BNS, 2023

Ans: (c) — Set up in 1978 as an attached office, the DGCA was given statutory status by the Aircraft (Amendment) Act,
2020, under the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

Q6. The 12U2 grouping consists of:
(a) India, Iran, UAE, USA (b) India, Israel, UAE, USA
(c) India, Indonesia, UK, USA (d) India, Israel, UK, UAE

Ans: (b) — 12U2 (2021) links India, Israel, the UAE and the USA for cooperation in water, energy, food security, transport,
space and health.
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Q7. Consider the following straits/chokepoints:

@ 1. Strait of Hormuz — gateway to the Persian Gulf.

@ 2. Bab-el-Mandeb — connects the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden.

® 3. Chabahar — an Indian-operated port in Iran.

(@) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Ans: (d) — All correct. Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb are key oil/trade chokepoints; Chabahar is an Iranian port operated by
India, giving access to Central Asia via the INSTC.

Q8. The Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA) is a component of which mission?
(a) National Health Mission (b) Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM)
(c) PM-JAY only (d) Poshan Abhiyaan

Ans: (b) — ABHA (a unique health ID enabling interoperable digital records) is central to the ABDM; the ‘Scan-and-Share’
service has sharply cut OPD registration waits.

Q9. India’s Time Use Survey is conducted by:
(a) NITI Aayog (b) Ministry of Women & Child Development
(c) MoSPI / National Statistical Office (d) Census of India

Ans: (c) — The Time Use Survey is carried out by the National Statistical Office under MoSPI; it measures how people
allocate time across paid, unpaid and care work.

Q10. The Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary, associated with the Mahadayi/Goa region, is located on:
(a) Chorao Island (b) Divar Island

(c) St. George Island (d) Majuli Island

Ans: (a) — The Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary lies on Chorao Island along the Mandovi (Mahadayi) estuary in Goa; the river is also
known for the Dudhsagar Falls.

ANSWER KEY - Q1-Q10

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5
Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10
(b) (d) (b) (@) (c)

\ (b) (d) (b) (c) (a) |

Compiled by Sapna Chauhan - Vedanta Coaching Academy & Library - The Hindu Analysis, 17 August 2026.
For classroom use — verify current data before the examination.
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