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1 Mahadayi River Diversion — ‘No proposal seeking green nod’
GS I · Geography GS III · Environment Prelims The Hindu

WHY IN  NEWS

The Centre told the Lok Sabha that there is no proposal before the Union government from Karnataka

seeking Environmental Clearance (EC) for diversion of the Mahadayi river, in reply to a question by a Goa MP.

While read in Goa as a setback to the project, Karnataka maintains EC is not relevant for a drinking-water

project.

Union MoS (Environment, Forest & Climate Change) Kirti Vardhan Singh replied to a question on EC by 

Captain Viriato Fernandes, MP from South Goa; no EC proposal for any Mahadayi diversion is presently under

consideration.

The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has not approved Karnataka’s proposal to use 10.6852 hectares of

forest land for the Kalasa Nala Diversion Scheme, located in the tiger corridor between the Kali and Sahyadri

Tiger Reserves.

No proposal or river-basin details for a Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) and Carrying Capacity Study

(CCS) of the Mahadayi basin have been submitted by the States concerned.

The MP flagged concerns of civil-society groups and scientists that diversion could hit Goa’s drinking-water

security, cause saline ingress, and damage freshwater aquifers in the basin.
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★ MAHADAYI RIVER — PRELIMS FACT FILE

Reference: Major inter-State river water disputes in India — Mahadayi involves Goa, Karnataka & Maharashtra.

★ NATIONAL BOARD FOR WILDLIFE (NBWL)

Syllabus Linkage: GS I (Geography — peninsular rivers, drainage), GS III (Environment — forest clearance, tiger

corridors, EIA/CIA), and Prelims (statutory bodies, protected areas).

Source: Western Ghats — Bhimgad Wildlife Sanctuary, Karnataka; drains into the Arabian Sea.◆

Basin share: Goa (~78%), Karnataka (~18%), Maharashtra (~4%).◆

Tributaries: Kalasa, Banduri, Mapusa, Ragada, Nanuz, Valvoti, Nerul, St. Inez Creek, Dudhsagar, Kotrachi

Nadi, Rio de Ourém.

◆

Linked to the Zuari river via the Cumbarjua Canal.◆

Features: Dudhsagar Falls (Mollem NP & Bhagwan Mahaveer Sanctuary) and Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary on

Chorao Island.

◆

Statutory body under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972; apex body for wildlife conservation & development.◆

47-member body: Prime Minister is ex-officio Chairperson; Union Environment Minister is Vice-Chairperson.◆

Members include the Chief of Army Staff, Defence Secretary, Expenditure Secretary and 10 eminent

conservationists/ecologists nominated by the Centre.

◆

No tiger reserve can be diverted to unsustainable use without NBWL approval, on the advice of the NTCA.◆
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2 One Nation, One Election — India’s Democracy Needs Different Electoral
Rhythms

GS II · Polity Federalism Editorial

WHY IN  NEWS

The editorial argues the One Nation, One Election (ONOE) proposal — a uniform, synchronised timeline for

national and State polls — misreads the mechanics of the parliamentary system and threatens the federal

architecture designed by the Constitution’s framers.

Aligning the distinct political rhythms of dozens of States with the Centre, in the name of uniformity, prioritises 

administrative convenience over democratic substance.

A parliamentary executive exists at the pleasure of the legislative majority — a PM or CM governs only while

commanding the confidence of the House; terms are not rigidly fixed, so no-confidence or coalition collapse

must trigger a democratic reset.

A fixed-term electoral calendar artificially binds the legislature and short-circuits accountability; the fallback of 

President’s Rule when a State government falls is even more undemocratic than a fresh election.

Under strict synchronisation, if Parliament dissolves prematurely, stable State assemblies with robust

majorities could be terminated by operation of law just to keep the ‘one election’ clock on course.

The claim that continuous elections cause policy paralysis via the Model Code of Conduct is called an

administrative myth; the MCC bars fresh sops, not routine governance.

The cost-saving argument is said to conflate minimal State administrative costs with the unregulated private

campaign spending of parties.
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★ ONOE — VALUE ADDITION

Syllabus Linkage: GS II — Indian Constitution (federalism, basic structure), functioning of the legislature, and the

Representation of the People framework; a live debate for both Prelims and Mains.

3 Independence Day Address — ‘India Needs Unity, not Uniformity’
GS II · Polity GS I · Society Editorial

WHY IN  NEWS

Reviewing the Prime Minister’s Independence Day speech (his thirteenth), delivered amid a new political

context after student protests and the Education Minister’s resignation, the editorial welcomes the reform

promises but argues that dissent should not be framed as divisive.

India held simultaneous elections from 1952 to 1967; the cycle broke as Assemblies/Lok Sabha were dissolved

early.

◆

The High-Level Committee on simultaneous elections was chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind.◆

Implementation would need amendments touching Articles 83 (duration of Houses of Parliament) and 172

(duration of State legislatures), among others.

◆

Core tension: administrative efficiency vs federalism & accountability of the parliamentary form of

government.

◆

Key announcements: skill training for one crore youth for the AI era; free online coaching for competitive

exams; a renewed push on innovation, quantum technology, space, robotics and data centres.

Reiterated commitment to self-reliance in defence production, including drones and next-generation defence

systems — promises the editorial says all Indians would welcome.

The speech built a new ‘dimagi naxals’ label for critics said to influence policymaking — the editorial reads this

as seeing ‘an enemy in every critic’.

As India enters its 80th year as a free nation, the argument is that progress is a continuum that should

compound year on year, not be measured as before/after a single point.

The prescription: an all-hands-on-the-deck, unified political will across parties, and an indigenous philosophy

of development rather than mimicking techno-capitalism — a point also underlined by the RSS chief.
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★ ANALYTICAL HOOKS

Syllabus Linkage: GS II (governance, role of civil society and dissent), GS I (Indian society — diversity, unity) and

Essay/Ethics (idea of nationhood, tolerance of dissent).

4 Aviation Safety — ‘Not Just Turbulence’: The AI 2379 Incident
GS II · Governance GS III · Sci-Tech Editorial

WHY IN  NEWS

The 4 August 2026 Air India flight AI 2379 (Phuket–Delhi, 137 passengers, 8 crew) has been reclassified

from an ‘event of turbulence’ to a ‘serious incident’ after in-flight technical faults and a sharp altitude

deviation injured 20+ people. The editorial warns India’s aviation safety cannot rest on luck.

Unity vs uniformity: India’s strength lies in accommodating diversity, not enforcing sameness — a federal,

pluralist idea.

◆

Role of dissent: constructive criticism is intrinsic to a healthy democracy; delegitimising critics narrows the

democratic space.

◆

Demographic dividend: a young population entering the workforce amid rapid technological disruption

demands skilling and jobs at scale.

◆

Two tracks are under probe. First, multiple technical anomalies on the Airbus A320N: hydraulic-system fault

warnings, elevator flight-control faults, autopilot disconnection, emergency-exit door indications and an engine

anti-ice warning.

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB), France’s BEA and Airbus technical representatives are

investigating; Airbus’s initial data reportedly supports evidence of technical errors.
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★ DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION (DGCA)

Syllabus Linkage: GS II (statutory & regulatory bodies, governance) and GS III (science & technology, disaster/safety

management, indigenisation of aviation safety oversight).

Second track: the pilot-in-command’s post-flight screening for psychoactive substances, which has drawn

wide attention and prompted mandatory screening of flight-deck crew.

It exposed a weak link — a heavier emphasis on alcohol breathalyser checks than on testing for psychoactive

substances under Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR) Section 5, Air Safety Series F, Part V (which also

covers Air Traffic Controllers).

The DGCA Medical Circular No. 02 of 2021 on OTC drugs and self-medication flags pilot cognitive/

psychomotor impairment, drawing on the Mangaluru (2010) and Kozhikode (2020) fatal accidents; even small

impairment can degrade judgement, reaction time and coordination.

India’s apex civil-aviation regulator for air safety, licensing and international-standards compliance.◆

Originally set up in 1978 as an attached office; became a statutory body under the Aircraft (Amendment) Act,

2020; works under the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

◆

Functions: registers aircraft; licenses pilots, ATCs, engineers & crew; certifies airports; sets airworthiness

standards; investigates incidents.

◆

Enforces safety oversight of licensed entities under the Aircraft Rules, 1937.◆
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5 India & West Asia — ‘Losing the Region, but Not Too Late’
GS II · International Relations Editorial

WHY IN  NEWS

The editorial contends that India is losing ground in West Asia even as the region undergoes a once-in-a-

generation shift in its security architecture, and that New Delhi lacks a clear strategy for it.

A decade ago India was expanding its footprint: in 2016 Saudi Arabia conferred its highest civilian honour on the

PM; in 2021 the I2U2 grouping (India, Israel, US, UAE) was formed; in 2024 Iran leased Chabahar port to India.

A US–Israel war with Iran has escalated into wider conflict with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC); Gulf

states are rethinking reliance on the US security umbrella and perceive threats from both Iran and Israel.

Pakistan’s new diplomatic moment: its role as a mediator in the US–Iran conflict is earning reputational

capital; a new collective defence pact in Mecca binds Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan.

Risks for India: a future Israel–Pakistan war could draw India in given close India–Israel ties; greater Turkish

backing for Pakistan cannot be ruled out.

Way forward: appoint a Special Envoy for West Asia; rebuild trust between Arab states and Iran; safeguard

Indian shipping from the Suez Canal to Bab-el-Mandeb; explore roles in Red Sea security and UN

peacekeeping in Lebanon (UNIFIL).
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★ GEO-STRATEGIC FACT FILE

Syllabus Linkage: GS II — India and its neighbourhood, bilateral/regional groupings, and effect of policies of developed

& developing countries on India’s interests.

6 AI in Healthcare — Optimising Expertise, Not Just Deploying Systems
GS III · Sci-Tech Health Editorial

WHY IN  NEWS

With India expanding healthcare capacity amid a more complex disease burden, the piece argues Artificial

Intelligence can help carry medical expertise to the point of care — a January 2026 McKinsey analysis

estimates AI in revenue-cycle operations could cut the cost-to-collect by 30–60%.

I2U2: India–Israel–UAE–US grouping (2021) for cooperation in food security, water, energy, space, health and

transport.

◆

Chabahar (Iran): gives India access to Afghanistan & Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan; anchors the INSTC.◆

Chokepoints: Strait of Hormuz (Gulf oil) and Bab-el-Mandeb (Red Sea–Suez route) are vital to India’s energy

security and trade.

◆

India has capacity and responsibility to help restore peace and predictability in the region.◆

Reach of expertise has depended on the number and distribution of clinicians, their institutions, and connecting

systems — all hard to scale quickly, especially in India.

Global signals: the US FDA had authorised over 1,000 AI-enabled medical devices (radiology, cardiology,

diagnostics) by January 2025; the UK NHS issued guidance on AI-enabled ambient scribing (April 2025).

India’s digital foundation: over 100 crore health records linked to Ayushman Bharat Health Accounts

(ABHA) by May 2026; the ABDM Scan-and-Share service cut OPD registration waits from about an hour to 2–

5 minutes.

AI can extend the same friction-cutting to scheduling, clinical documentation, claims, inventory and discharge —

freeing clinicians and reducing administrative fatigue.

Caution: models need clinical validation, representative data and human oversight; the FDA’s September

2025 call for real-world evaluation reflects that launch performance may not hold over time.
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★ DIGITAL HEALTH FACT FILE

Syllabus Linkage: GS III — science & technology (AI applications), and GS II (health governance, digital public

infrastructure & welfare delivery).

7 Girls Conditioned from Childhood to Take Up the Domestic Burden
GS I · Society GS II · Social Justice Data Point

WHY IN  NEWS

Drawing on India’s Time Use Survey (2025), the analysis shows the adult gender division of unpaid work

begins in childhood: girls start sharing domestic chores far earlier and more heavily than boys, reproducing the 

gender gap in invisible, unpaid work across generations.

ABDM (Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission): creates a national digital health ecosystem via unique ABHA IDs and

interoperable records.

◆

AI should be deployed where it reduces delays, improves decisions and reaches more patients — not

‘everywhere’.

◆

Healthcare sits within the architecture of economic development — health, longevity and productivity

underpin national strength.

◆

The true return: measured by lives touched, not the number of systems deployed.◆

Women’s time on housework rises from around age 10 and peaks at nearly 460 minutes a day (7.5+ hours)

around age 30; the male curve never crosses 65 minutes at any age between 6 and 75.

At age 6, boys and girls spend almost the same time on domestic/care work (~5 minutes/day). From age 10 the

girls’ curve pulls away: ~15 min at 10, 75 min at 15, and ~130 min by 17.
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★ DATA & POLICY HOOKS

Syllabus Linkage: GS I (role of women & women’s organisations, social empowerment), GS II (social justice, welfare

schemes) and GS III (labour, care economy & FLFPR).
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17 August 2026 · Sunday

Mains Practice Questions
GS PAPER I I  ·  ANSWER APPROACH IN  POINTERS

Boys move only from ~5 minutes at age 6 to about 17 minutes by the end of childhood — a dramatic widening

of the gap.

The girl-to-boy ratio in unpaid work rises from 1.6 (ages 6–9) to 4.5 (10–14) to 7.5 (15–17).

Cost is borne in leisure and learning: for girls, more time on chores crowds out sport, rest and discretionary

time that build confidence and career trajectories.

In the 2025 PLFS, childcare and domestic responsibilities were the single most-cited reason for staying out of

the labour force — by 52.5% of urban women and 40% of rural women, far above men.

Time Use Survey: conducted by the Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI/NSO);

captures paid, unpaid & care work by sex and age.

◆

The objective is not to remove domestic work from children but to remove its gender assignment.◆

Interventions: childcare & community kitchens, safe mobility, flexible work — plus teaching both boys and girls

chores, cooking and financial literacy.

◆

Links to Female Labour Force Participation (FLFPR), SDG-5 (gender equality) and the care-economy debate.◆
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15 marks · 250 words

10 marks · 150 words

GS II · Polity

“The case for ‘One Nation, One Election’ rests on administrative convenience, but its costs are borne

by federalism and democratic accountability.” Critically examine.

ANSWER APPROACH

INTRO: define ONOE (synchronised Lok Sabha & State polls); note India held simultaneous elections 1952–

67 and the Kovind committee’s recent push.

CASE FOR: lower expenditure, reduced Model Code disruption, administrative & security bandwidth, less

‘permanent campaign’ mode.

CASE AGAINST: parliamentary executive survives on legislative confidence — fixed terms clash with no-

confidence/coalition collapse; risk of premature termination of stable State assemblies; over-reliance on

President’s Rule; national narratives overshadowing regional issues.

CONSTITUTIONAL ANGLE: amendments to Arts. 83 & 172; federalism & basic structure concerns.

BALANCE: weigh efficiency vs accountability; suggest phased/partial synchronisation, consensus and

safeguards.

CONCLUSION: reforms must strengthen, not flatten, India’s federal and democratic diversity.

GS I/II · Society

The gendered division of unpaid domestic work in India begins in childhood, not adulthood. Discuss,

using recent survey evidence, and suggest measures to break the cycle.

ANSWER APPROACH

EVIDENCE: Time Use Survey 2025 — girls’ domestic work diverges from boys around age 10; women peak

at ~460 min/day near age 30 while men stay under 65 min; girl-to-boy unpaid-work ratio rises 1.6 → 7.5 by

adolescence.

CONSEQUENCES: lost leisure/learning for girls, weaker career trajectories, low FLFPR (52.5% urban / 40%

rural women cite domestic duties for staying out of work, PLFS 2025).

CAUSES: social norms, early conditioning, lack of care infrastructure and safe mobility.

MEASURES: childcare & community kitchens, flexible/safe work, recognising the care economy, gender-

neutral socialisation of chores, financial literacy for both sexes.

CONCLUSION: removing the gender assignment of domestic work — not the work itself — is key to real

equality (SDG-5).
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Prelims Practice — MCQs
10  QUESTIONS WITH EXPLANATIONS ·  ANSWER KEY FOLLOWS
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Q1. With reference to the Mahadayi river, consider the following:

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (b) — The Mahadayi rises in the Western Ghats but empties into the Arabian Sea, not the Bay of Bengal (1 wrong). Goa

holds the largest basin share (~78%) and the Cumbarjua Canal links it to the Zuari (2 & 3 correct).

Q2. Consider the following about the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL):

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (d) — All three are correct. The NBWL is a 47-member statutory body chaired by the PM; the Environment Minister is

Vice-Chair; tiger-reserve diversion needs NBWL nod on NTCA advice.

Q3. The Kalasa-Banduri project, seen in the news, is associated with which river?

(a) Krishna (b) Mahadayi

(c) Cauvery (d) Godavari

Ans: (b) — The Kalasa (Nala) Diversion Scheme is part of the Kalasa-Banduri works on the Mahadayi basin, involving Goa,

Karnataka and Maharashtra.

Q4. Simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies (‘One Nation, One Election’) would

most directly require amendments to which Articles?

(a) Articles 83 and 172 (b) Articles 14 and 21

(c) Articles 275 and 280 (d) Articles 356 and 365

Ans: (a) — Article 83 governs the duration of the Houses of Parliament and Article 172 the duration of State legislatures — both

central to synchronising terms.

Q5. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) became a statutory body under which law?

(a) Aircraft Rules, 1937 (b) Airports Authority of India Act, 1994

(c) Aircraft (Amendment) Act, 2020 (d) BNS, 2023

Ans: (c) — Set up in 1978 as an attached office, the DGCA was given statutory status by the Aircraft (Amendment) Act,

2020, under the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

Q6. The I2U2 grouping consists of:

(a) India, Iran, UAE, USA (b) India, Israel, UAE, USA

(c) India, Indonesia, UK, USA (d) India, Israel, UK, UAE

Ans: (b) — I2U2 (2021) links India, Israel, the UAE and the USA for cooperation in water, energy, food security, transport,

space and health.

1. It originates in the Western Ghats and drains into the Bay of Bengal.

2. The largest share of its basin lies in Goa.

3. It is connected to the Zuari river through the Cumbarjua Canal.

1. It is a statutory body under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

2. The Prime Minister is its ex-officio Chairperson.

3. No tiger reserve can be diverted without its approval, on the advice of the NTCA.
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Q7. Consider the following straits/chokepoints:

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (d) — All correct. Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb are key oil/trade chokepoints; Chabahar is an Iranian port operated by

India, giving access to Central Asia via the INSTC.

Q8. The Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA) is a component of which mission?

(a) National Health Mission (b) Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM)

(c) PM-JAY only (d) Poshan Abhiyaan

Ans: (b) — ABHA (a unique health ID enabling interoperable digital records) is central to the ABDM; the ‘Scan-and-Share’

service has sharply cut OPD registration waits.

Q9. India’s Time Use Survey is conducted by:

(a) NITI Aayog (b) Ministry of Women & Child Development

(c) MoSPI / National Statistical Office (d) Census of India

Ans: (c) — The Time Use Survey is carried out by the National Statistical Office under MoSPI; it measures how people

allocate time across paid, unpaid and care work.

Q10. The Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary, associated with the Mahadayi/Goa region, is located on:

(a) Chorao Island (b) Divar Island

(c) St. George Island (d) Majuli Island

Ans: (a) — The Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary lies on Chorao Island along the Mandovi (Mahadayi) estuary in Goa; the river is also

known for the Dudhsagar Falls.

Compiled by Sapna Chauhan · Vedanta Coaching Academy & Library · The Hindu Analysis, 17 August 2026. 

For classroom use — verify current data before the examination.

1. Strait of Hormuz — gateway to the Persian Gulf.

2. Bab-el-Mandeb — connects the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden.

3. Chabahar — an Indian-operated port in Iran.

A N S W E R  K E Y  ·  Q 1 – Q 1 0

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5

Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10

(b) (d) (b) (a) (c)

(b) (d) (b) (c) (a)
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