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01 Southern Zonal Council GS 2 · Polity & Governance

WHY IN NEWS  At the 31st Southern Zonal Council meeting in Mamallapuram, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah called for early resolution of pending inter-State water disputes in South India through
joint mechanisms.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah emphasised the need for early resolution of pending water-related
issues concerning southern States through joint meetings involving the Ministry of Jal  Shakti,  the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the Inter-State Council, and respective States.

●

Addressing the 31st Southern Zonal Council meeting at Mamallapuram near Chennai, Mr. Shah said
that while protecting the interests of one’s own State was not wrong, if it deprived other States of
water for years, no actual interest was being served.

●

He said linking major rivers—from the Brahmaputra to the Cauvery and the Godavari—could ensure
India faces no water shortage for the next 100 years.

●
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VALUE ADDITION — ZONAL COUNCILS

Nature: Zonal Councils are  statutory bodies (not constitutional) established under the  States
Reorganisation Act, 1956,  as a high-level advisory forum to foster cooperative working among
States and a healthy inter-State and Centre–State environment.

Origin: First  proposed  by  PM  Jawaharlal  Nehru  in  1956  during  debates  on  the  States
Reorganisation Commission’s (Fazal Ali Commission, 1953) Report. Established under Sections 15–
22 of the Act (five Zonal Councils).

North-East: Has  a  separate  North Eastern Council,  created in  1972  under  the North Eastern
Council Act, 1972.

Chairman: Union Home Minister (for all 5 Councils); also ex-officio Chairman of the NEC. Vice-
Chairman: a member-State Chief Minister (annual rotation).

Members: Chief  Ministers,  Lieutenant  Governors/Administrators  of  member  States/UTs;  the
Governor of each State nominates two ministers as members.

Permanent Committee: comprises Chief Secretaries of member States; screens State-proposed
issues before they reach the full Council.

Significance: Though advisory, they are key instruments of cooperative federalism—61 meetings
held in the last eleven years.

Syllabus Link: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States; issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure; inter-State relations.

✦  ✦  ✦

02 Core Sector Growth & the New ICI Series GS 3 · Economy

WHY IN NEWS  Core-sector growth slowed to 5.4% in July 2026 (from 6% in June) as fertilizer, iron ore
and steel output moderated—even as the Government rolled out a revised Index of Core Industries
with base year 2022–23.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Economic activity in India’s core industrial sectors saw growth slow to 5.4% in July 2026 from 6% in
June.  This  was  driven by  a  significant  slowdown in  fertilizers,  iron  ore  and steel,  plus  continued
contraction in natural gas and crude oil.

●

Data on the  Index of Core Industries released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry showed
July’s growth was still the second-fastest in seven months. A new series was released, so historical
comparison is possible only up to June 2025.

●

The Government  released an updated series  of  the  Index of  Core Industries  (ICI),  introducing a
revised base year of 2022–23 (replacing 2011–12).

●

The index is compiled and published monthly by the Office of Economic Adviser (OEA), DPIIT, under
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

●
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VALUE ADDITION — REVISED ICI (BASE 2022–23)

Expansion to nine sectors: Expanded from 8 to 9 core industries by adding  Iron Ore (weight
4.905%) due to its critical role as an industrial input.

Sectoral weights updated using the IIP (Base Year 2022–23) and normalised to 100.

Weight  order: Electricity  (30.93%)  >  Refinery  Products  (22.57%)  >  Steel  (17.58%)  >  Crude  Oil
(7.43%) > Coal (5.59%) > Iron Ore (4.90%) > Cement (4.41%) > Natural Gas (3.84%) > Fertilizers
(2.73%).

• 

• 

• 
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Syllabus Link: Indian economy—mobilization of resources, growth, development; industrial policy and performance
indicators.

✦  ✦  ✦

03 Satkosia Tiger Reserve GS 3 / Prelims · Environment

WHY IN NEWS  Odisha has constituted a high-level inquiry committee to examine the relocation of
villages from the Satkosia Tiger Reserve, following allegations of forcible eviction of long-settled
residents.

The Odisha government has constituted a high-level inquiry committee to examine the relocation of
villages  from the  Satkosia  Tiger  Reserve  (STR),  following  allegations  that  residents  were  forcibly
evicted despite having coexisted with wildlife for decades.

●

The committee, headed by the Revenue and Disaster Management Secretary, will examine the entire
village-wise relocation process except Raiguda (the first village relocated after proper procedure). The
notification was issued on August 17.

●

It is mandated to verify compliance with the  Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the  Forest Rights Act,
2006, and NTCA guidelines.

●
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VALUE ADDITION — SATKOSIA TIGER RESERVE

Conservation crisis: The 2007 census recorded 12 tigers; by 2018–19 just one remained; the 2022
census recorded none, with reasons unresolved.

Location: Spans Angul, Cuttack, Boudh and Nayagarh districts of Odisha.

Established: 2007, by merging Satkosia Gorge Sanctuary (1976) and Baisipali Wildlife Sanctuary
(1981). Total area: 1,136.70 sq. km.

Geography: A transitional zone between the Eastern Ghats and the Deccan Plateau, promoting
rich biodiversity.

Fauna: elephants, leopards, mugger crocodiles, wild dogs and 200+ bird species. Flora: 400+ plant
species—Sal, Mahua, Bamboo and medicinal plants.

Ramsar: Recognised as a wetland of international importance.

Syllabus Link: Conservation, environmental protection; protected areas; Wildlife (Protection) Act and Forest Rights Act
interface.

✦  ✦  ✦

04 Kathakali & India’s Classical Dances GS 1 · Art & Culture

WHY IN NEWS  A Kathakali performance marked the opening ceremony of the Kerala Cricket League
2026, spotlighting one of India’s eight classical dance forms—a recurring Prelims and GS-1 theme.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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VALUE ADDITION — KATHAKALI AT A GLANCE

Origin: A classical dance-drama of  Kerala; dancers wear large head-dresses and elaborate face
make-up, the colours extended with moulded lime.

Themes: Drawn  from  the  Ramayana,  Mahabharata and  other  Hindu  epics,  mythologies  and
legends.

Recognition: One of the eight classical dance forms recognised by the Sangeet Natak Akademi.

Reference table — India’s classical dance forms (frequently asked in Prelims):

Syllabus Link: Indian culture—salient aspects of art forms; classical dances and their regional origins.

✦  ✦  ✦

05 NAMASTE Scheme GS 2 & 3 · Social Justice

• 

• 

• 
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WHY IN NEWS  The Centre is set to expand its mechanised-sanitation scheme (NAMASTE) to rural
India, even as the NCSC flags high rejection rates under its self-employment and capital-subsidy
components.

Even as the Government plans to expand mechanised sanitation work, the National Commission for
Scheduled  Castes  (NCSC) has  flagged  the  continued  rejection  of  applications  under  the  self-
employment and capital-subsidy components.

●

The Social Justice Ministry has moved a proposal to expand the scope of the NAMASTE scheme from
towns and cities to  rural areas; it will now cover drain cleaners and workers in  sewage (STPs) and
faecal-sludge treatment plants.

●

An outlay of about ₹498.73 crore is proposed for the expanded scheme, to be spent from this fiscal
year to 2030–31.

●

The Ministry told Parliament that  498 people died across the country in the hazardous cleaning of
sewers and septic tanks between 2019 and June 2026.

●
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VALUE ADDITION — NAMASTE

Full form: National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem—a human-centric, rights-based
initiative to eliminate hazardous manual scavenging of sewers and septic tanks. Launched in 2023
as a Central Sector Scheme (2023–24 to 2025–26).

It replaces the earlier Self-Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS)
and covers 4,800+ Urban Local Bodies.

Aligns  with  SDG  6 (Clean  Water  &  Sanitation),  SDG  8 (Decent  Work)  and  SDG  10 (Reduced
Inequality).

Implementation: Jointly by MoSJE and MoHUA, implemented through the NSKFDC.

Objectives: Formalise, rehabilitate and empower Sewer & Septic Tank Workers (SSWs) and Waste
Pickers with safety, dignity and inclusion via mechanised sanitation and health protection.

Achieve  zero  fatalities by  promoting  trained,  certified  personnel,  strengthening  Emergency
Response Sanitation Units (ERSUs), and encouraging Sanipreneurship and SHG formation.

Syllabus Link: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections; mechanisms and institutions for protection of SCs; issues
relating to development and management of social sector.

✦  ✦  ✦

06 Centre’s Fiscal Outlook GS 2 & 3 · Economy

WHY IN NEWS  An expert assessment finds the Centre’s 2026–27 fiscal outlook broadly on track
despite geopolitical headwinds, with the West Asian crisis, fuel-tax cuts and revenue measures
shaping receipts.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The Indian economy was beset by the  West Asian crisis and related impacts,  including high and
volatile global crude oil prices and supply-side uncertainties.

●

As retail fuel prices rose, the Government cut excise duties; Union excise duty revenue consequently
contracted by 22.4% in Q1 of 2026–27.

●

Remedial measures: (i) a  Health Security se National Security (HSNS) Cess from 1 Feb 2026 (as the
GST Compensation Cess was discontinued); (ii)  the  windfall tax on diesel,  petrol and ATF exports
raised from 3 Aug 2026; (iii) higher  import duties on gold, silver bullion and other precious-metal
articles.

●
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VALUE ADDITION — KEY FISCAL NUMBERS

The  Sixteenth Finance  Commission (FC16) retained  the  States’  share  in  the  divisible  pool  of
central taxes at 41%.

Using  Q1  data,  the  Centre’s  fiscal  deficit  was  18.2% of  the  annual  budgeted  magnitude;  the
revenue deficit share was 0.4%—the strong revenue balance owing mainly to non-debt receipts.

Fiscal deficit (increment in debt) is estimated at ₹18.16 lakh crore.

If realised, the fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio (new GDP series) is estimated at 4.6%, and the debt-to-
GDP ratio at 55.8%.

Syllabus Link: Government budgeting; mobilization of resources; fiscal federalism; Finance Commission and Centre–
State fiscal relations.

✦  ✦  ✦

07 “Trial by Fire” — Fire Safety & Urban
Infrastructure

GS 3 · Disaster Management

WHY IN NEWS  A spate of deadly fires in West Bengal has drawn attention to India’s poor fire-safety
record and the hazards of crumbling, repurposed urban infrastructure.

• 

• 

• 

• 

West Bengal should rebuild its crumbling, hazardous infrastructure. Since 2025, major fires in hotels
and godowns have claimed some 65 lives, many of them poor and migrant workers and pilgrims.

●
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VALUE ADDITION — FIRE SAFETY FRAMEWORK

Governance: ‘Fire services’ is a State subject (State List); the Model Building Bye-laws 2016 and
the National Building Code (NBC) 2016 (BIS) prescribe fire-safety norms.

Institutions: Directorate General & the fire-service standards under the Ministry of Home Affairs;
NDMA issues guidelines on urban fire risk.

Recurring causes: old buildings repurposed without load assessment, flammable materials, single
stairways/blocked exits, and weak enforcement—the killer is often smoke, not flames.

Syllabus Link: Disaster and disaster management; urban vulnerabilities; safety standards, building codes and
enforcement.

✦  ✦  ✦

08 The Vanashakti Verdict GS 3 · Environment & Governance

The  State  is  an  egregious  case  of  the  generally  poor  fire-safety  record of  Indian  factories  and
industrial facilities, and of cities and towns built ‘on top of greed’—a disregard for laws, corruption,
and scant respect for lives and property.

●

Heritage buildings and conservation have their own value, including for tourism, but require careful
planning to suit today’s needs.

●

• 

• 

• 
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WHY IN NEWS  The Supreme Court’s July 2026 judgment in Vanashakti vs Union of India settles the
legal fate of projects begun without prior Environmental Clearance—reaffirming prior EC as
mandatory while leaving a lawful statutory route open.

The Supreme Court’s  landmark judgment (29 July 2026)  in  Vanashakti vs Union of India brought
clarity on the fate of projects that commenced without obtaining  prior Environmental Clearance
(EC).

●

It firmly reiterated that prior EC is a mandatory legal requirement under the EIA Notification, 2006—
with far-reaching implications  for  thousands of  industries,  infrastructure  projects  and real-estate
developments.

●

The Court held that proponents who began work without prior EC and did not apply under earlier
violation windows cannot now seek regularisation under the 2017 Notification or the 2021 SOP (Office
Memorandum); those mechanisms are closed for fresh cases.

●

Yet  a  closer  reading  reveals  a  balanced,  pragmatic  approach:  the  Court  recognised  the  Centre’s
statutory power under Section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 to frame a fresh statutory
mechanism for violation cases in the larger public interest.

●

It  distinguished  an  administrative  office  memorandum (which  cannot  override  prior  EC)  from a
statutory notification under the EP Act—the former legally unsustainable, the latter a permissible
legislative option if carefully designed.

●
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VALUE ADDITION — WHY IT MATTERS

Prior EC principle: Environmental clearance must precede, not follow, project commencement—
no ‘violate first, regularise later’.

Legal  hierarchy: A  statutory  notification  (under  the  EP  Act,  1986)  carries  force  that  an
administrative OM/SOP lacks.

Balance: Combines  strict  enforcement  with  a  lawful,  transparent  pathway for  genuine  legacy
violations, preserving the integrity of the prior-EC regime.

Syllabus Link: Environmental impact assessment; conservation and environmental regulation; role of the judiciary;
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

✦  ✦  ✦

Mains Practice

Q1.  “Fiscal  autonomy  of  States  is  essential  for  strengthening  cooperative  federalism  in  India.”
Examine  the  challenges  to  State  fiscal  autonomy  and  suggest  measures  to  strengthen  it.
(15 Marks, 250 Words)

“भारत में सहकारी संघवाद को सुदृढ़ करने के �लिए राज्याें की राजकोषीय स्वायत्तता आवश्यक है।” राज्याें की राजकोषीय स्वायत्तता

के समक्ष प्रमुख चुनौ�तयाें का परीक्षण की�जए तथा इसे मज़बूत करने के उपाय सुझाइए। (15 अंक, 250 शब्द)

Approach: Define fiscal autonomy in a federal set-up; note challenges—GST subsuming State taxes and
dependence on the GST Council,  rising cesses/surcharges outside the divisible pool, tied grants and
centrally sponsored schemes, and borrowing limits under Article 293. Suggest measures: broadening the
divisible  pool,  rationalising  cesses,  strengthening  Finance  Commission  devolution  (FC16  kept  States’
share at 41%), and empowering the Inter-State Council and GST Council balance.

Q2.  The Vanashakti verdict (2026) reaffirms that prior Environmental Clearance is a non-negotiable
legal  requirement,  yet recognises the Centre’s power to frame a statutory mechanism for legacy
violations.  Critically  examine  how  India  can  balance  environmental  compliance  with  its
developmental imperatives. (15 Marks, 250 Words)

“वनश��त �नणर्णय (2026)” यह पुनः पु�ष्टि करता है �क पूवर्ण पयार्णवरणीय स्वीकृ�त एक अ�नवायर्ण �व�धिक आवश्यकता है, �फिर भी यह

पुराने उल्लिंघन के मामलिाें हेतु वैधिा�नक तंत्र बनाने की कें द्र की श��त को स्वीकार करता है। भारत �कस प्रकार पयार्णवरणीय अनुपालिन

और  अपनी  �वकासात्मक  अ�नवायर्णताआें  के  बीच  संतुलिन  स्था�पत  कर  सकता  है,  इसका  आलिोचनात्मक  परीक्षण  की�जए।

(15 अंक, 250 शब्द)

Approach: Explain the prior-EC principle under the EIA Notification, 2006, and the Court’s rejection of
‘violate-first, regularise-later’. Present the balancing act—Section 3 of the EP Act, 1986 permits a carefully
designed statutory scheme. Discuss tensions with ease of doing business, pending violation projects and
sunk  investments;  conclude  with  safeguards:  damage  assessment,  remediation,  environmental
compensation and strict, transparent compliance.

• 

• 

• 
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Prelims Practice — 10 MCQs

With reference to Zonal Councils in India, consider the following statements:
1. They are constitutional bodies established under a specific Article of the Constitution.
2. The Union Home Minister is the ex-officio Chairman of all five Zonal Councils.
3. The North Eastern Council is one of the five Zonal Councils.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(A) 1 and 2 only (B) 2 only

(C) 2 and 3 only (D) 1, 2 and 3

The  revised  Index  of  Core  Industries  (ICI)  with  base  year  2022–23  is  compiled  by  which  of  the
following?

(A) Reserve Bank of India (B) National Statistical Office (NSO)

(C) Office of Economic Adviser, DPIIT (D) Ministry of Finance

In the revised Index of Core Industries (base 2022–23), which sector was newly added, taking the total
from eight to nine?

(A) Steel (B) Iron Ore

(C) Cement (D) Fertilizers

Arrange the following ICI sectors in descending order of their weight in the revised series:
1. Refinery Products  2. Electricity  3. Steel  4. Crude Oil

(A) 2 > 1 > 3 > 4 (B) 1 > 2 > 3 > 4

(C) 2 > 3 > 1 > 4 (D) 2 > 1 > 4 > 3

Consider the following about the Satkosia Tiger Reserve:
1. It lies at a transitional zone between the Eastern Ghats and the Deccan Plateau.
2. It was formed by merging the Satkosia Gorge and Baisipali Wildlife Sanctuaries.
3. The 2022 tiger census recorded a rising tiger population there.
Which statements are correct?

(A) 1 and 2 only (B) 2 and 3 only

(C) 1 and 3 only (D) 1, 2 and 3

The inquiry committee on relocation from the Satkosia Tiger Reserve was asked to verify compliance
with which of the following?
1. Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972  2. Forest Rights Act, 2006  3. NTCA guidelines

(A) 1 and 2 only (B) 1 and 3 only

(C) 2 and 3 only (D) 1, 2 and 3

With reference to Kathakali, consider the following statements:
1. It is a classical dance-drama associated with Kerala.
2. Its themes are largely drawn from the Ramayana, Mahabharata and Hindu epics.
Which is/are correct?

(A) 1 only (B) 2 only

(C) Both 1 and 2 (D) Neither 1 nor 2

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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The NAMASTE scheme is correctly described by which of the following?
1. It is a Central Sector Scheme jointly launched by MoSJE and MoHUA.
2. It replaced the Self-Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS).
3. It is implemented through the NSKFDC.

(A) 1 and 2 only (B) 2 and 3 only

(C) 1 and 3 only (D) 1, 2 and 3

Which Sustainable Development Goals does the NAMASTE scheme most directly align with?

(A) SDG 1, 2 and 3 (B) SDG 6, 8 and 10

(C) SDG 4, 5 and 7 (D) SDG 13, 14 and 15

Consider the following about the Vanashakti vs Union of India (2026) judgment:
1. It held that prior Environmental Clearance is mandatory under the EIA Notification, 2006.
2. It recognised the Centre’s power under Section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 to frame
a statutory mechanism for violation cases.
3. It permitted regularisation of all pending violations under the 2021 Office Memorandum.
Which statements are correct?

(A) 1 and 2 only (B) 1 and 3 only

(C) 2 and 3 only (D) 1, 2 and 3

ANSWER KEY & RATIONALE

Ans: (B) — Zonal Councils are statutory (States Reorganisation Act, 1956), not constitutional—so 1 is wrong.
The Union Home Minister chairs all five Councils—2 is correct. The North Eastern Council is a separate body
(1972 Act), not one of the five—3 is wrong.

Ans: (C) — The ICI is compiled and published monthly by the Office of Economic Adviser (OEA) in the DPIIT,
under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Ans: (B) — Iron Ore (weight 4.905%) was added for its critical role as an industrial input, expanding the index
from 8 to 9 sectors.

Ans: (A) — Weights: Electricity 30.93% > Refinery Products 22.57% > Steel 17.58% > Crude Oil 7.43%. Hence 2
> 1 > 3 > 4.

Ans: (A) — Satkosia (Odisha) sits between the Eastern Ghats and Deccan Plateau (1 correct) and was formed
in  2007  by  merging  Satkosia  Gorge  (1976)  and  Baisipali  (1981)  sanctuaries  (2  correct).  The  2022  census
recorded zero tigers—3 is wrong.

Ans: (D) — The panel was mandated to verify compliance with the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the Forest
Rights Act, 2006, and NTCA guidelines—all three.

Ans: (C) — Kathakali is a Kerala classical dance-drama with elaborate make-up and head-dresses, and its
themes derive from the Ramayana, Mahabharata and other Hindu epics—both statements are correct.

Ans: (D) — NAMASTE is a  Central Sector Scheme jointly launched by MoSJE and MoHUA (1), replaces the
SRMS (2), and is implemented through the NSKFDC (3). All correct.

Ans:  (B) — NAMASTE aligns with  SDG 6 (Clean Water & Sanitation),  SDG 8 (Decent Work)  and  SDG 10
(Reduced Inequality).

Ans: (A) — The Court affirmed prior EC as mandatory (1) and recognised the Centre’s Section 3, EP Act 1986
power to frame a fresh statutory mechanism (2). It  closed the 2017 Notification and 2021 SOP routes for
fresh cases—3 is wrong.

8. 

9. 

10. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
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Quick Revision Recap — 21 August 2026
Southern Zonal  Council: 31st  meeting at  Mamallapuram;  Zonal  Councils  are  statutory  (SR Act,  1956),
advisory, chaired by the Union Home Minister; NEC is separate (1972).

ICI (new series, base 2022–23): July growth 5.4%; expanded to 9 sectors (Iron Ore added); compiled by
OEA, DPIIT; Electricity has the highest weight.

Satkosia  Tiger  Reserve  (Odisha): inquiry  into  village  relocation;  2022  census  recorded  zero  tigers;
between Eastern Ghats and Deccan Plateau.

Kathakali: Kerala classical dance-drama; themes from Hindu epics; one of eight classical dance forms.

NAMASTE: Central Sector Scheme (MoSJE + MoHUA, via NSKFDC) to end hazardous manual scavenging;
being extended to rural India; ₹498.73 cr outlay.

Centre’s fiscal outlook: FC16 keeps States’ share at 41%; fiscal deficit ₹18.16 lakh cr; FD/GDP 4.6%, debt/
GDP 55.8%.

Trial by fire: fire safety is a State subject; NBC 2016 & Model Building Bye-laws; ~65 fire deaths in WB
since 2025.

Vanashakti verdict: prior EC mandatory (EIA 2006);  no regularisation under 2017/2021 routes; Centre
may frame a statutory mechanism under Section 3, EP Act 1986.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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