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HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

EDITOR'S  FOCUS FOR TODAY

Each topic follows a fixed flow: Why in News → Analysis → Value Addition → Newspaper Clipping →
Syllabus Link.

◆

The Value Addition boxes carry Prelims-ready facts; the Practice Zone at the end has 2 Mains
questions and 10 MCQs with a full answer key.

◆

Topic spread today — GS 1: 1  •  GS 2: 2  •  GS 3: 5.◆

Polity core: prorogation vs adjournment vs summoning — a perennial Prelims + GS-2 favourite.•

Federalism flashpoint: the MMDR Amendment vs the 2024 Supreme Court mineral-tax ruling.•

Economy & society: FLFPR gains, the Triple Test on 'industry', and the revised Index of Core Industries.•



01 'Abnormal' Delay in Lok Sabha Prorogation
GS 2 The Hindu · Page 1

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Congress flagged a 10-day delay in proroguing the Lok Sabha after it was adjourned sine die on August
13, asking whether the 'abnormal' gap signalled efforts to cobble together numbers for the delimitation
Bill.

Key concepts

'Congress highlights abnormal delay in Lok Sabha prorogation.'

VALUE ADDITION — PARLIAMENTARY DEVICES

Under normal practice, the gap between adjournment sine die and prorogation is generally two to
four days (per Practice and Procedure of Parliament, Kaul & Shakdher).

Prorogation — not adjournment — formally closes a session and clears the way for the next to be
convened.

The gap has occasionally run longer — 28 days (Monsoon Session 2015) and 20 days (2021).

Summoning: the President summons each House; the gap between two sessions cannot exceed six
months (Art. 85).

Adjournment: terminates a sitting to a stated time; adjournment sine die ends a sitting without
fixing the next.

Prorogation: the President ends a session; the period between prorogation and reassembly is the 
Recess. It does not dissolve the House.

Article 85: summoning, prorogation and dissolution of Parliament.◆

Dissolution: ends the life of the Lok Sabha (Rajya Sabha, a permanent House, is never dissolved).◆

Pending business: a Bill pending in the Lok Sabha lapses on dissolution, but not on prorogation/
adjournment.

◆

Quorum: one-tenth of the total members of the House (Art. 100).◆
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PRELIMS POINTERS

Syllabus link — GS 2: Parliament & State Legislatures — structure, functioning, conduct of business.

✦ ✦ ✦

02 MMDR Amendment — 'Digging for Gold'
GS 1 · GS 3 The Hindu · Page 4

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Parliament passed the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026,
restricting State taxes and levies on mineral rights and mineral-bearing lands to create a uniform,
predictable fiscal framework.

What the Bill does

'Digging for gold' — the MMDR Amendment and its impact on mineral-rich States.

Adjournment sine die is done by the presiding officer; prorogation by the President.•

A question hour or motion pending at adjournment survives; on prorogation, pending notices lapse.•

Special Session can be summoned any time within the six-month rule.•

Per the Ministry of Mines' 2024-25 report, ~97.70% of mineral value (excl. atomic, fuel and minor
minerals) is confined to eight States — Odisha (43.49%), Rajasthan (16.26%), Chhattisgarh (13.69%),
Karnataka (12.42%) leading.

Union control (Sec. 2): explicitly brings 'mineral-bearing lands' under the Union's regulatory control.

New Section 9D: States cannot impose tax, cess or levy on mineral rights or mineral-bearing lands
except under conditions prescribed by the Centre.

Retrospective relief: unpaid/unrecovered past levies become invalid, while amounts already paid
will not be refunded.

Rule-making (Sec. 13): the Centre may frame rules on parameters for future State levies.
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VALUE ADDITION — CONSTITUTIONAL SCHEME

PRELIMS POINTERS

Syllabus link — GS 1: Distribution of resources · GS 3: Growth & federal fiscal relations.

✦ ✦ ✦

03 Not 'Delulu' — An AI Tutor for Every Child
GS 3 The Hindu · Page 8

W H Y  I N  N E W S

With India's test-prep market projected to reach $23–26 billion by FY30, the piece argues the
government should use AI to deliver a free tutor to every child via a 'public rail, private engines' model.

The 'public rail, private engines' model

Entry 54, Union List: Parliament can regulate mines when it declares regulation expedient in public
interest.

◆

Entry 23, State List: State power over mines, subject to Union law.◆

Entry 50, State List: taxes on mineral rights, subject to limits by Parliament.◆

Entry 49, State List: taxes on lands & buildings — includes mineral-bearing land.◆

MADA v. SAIL (2024): 9-judge Bench (8:1) upheld States' power to tax mineral rights (Entry 50) and
mineral-bearing land (Entry 49), allowing recovery of dues from 1 April 2005.

◆

MMDR Act, 1957 is the principal central law on mines & minerals.•

Royalty is not a tax — held so in India Cement (1990), revisited in MADA (2024).•

Article 14 concern: invalidating unpaid dues but not refunding paid dues may create unequal treatment.•

A 2025 NSO survey found 27% of students took private coaching (30.7% urban, 25.5% rural) — 17–20
million students in classes 9–12.

No single private platform has the breadth to be the sole national provider — this must be a 
platform-and-network play, not a vendor contract.

The state supplies Digital Public Infrastructure (identity, payments, discovery, data, credentialing)
and aggregates demand; private players supply content and last-mile delivery.

Government becomes the platform and market-maker, not the content producer.

Publish open ratings and per-provider outcome data on official mocks — making quality signals
objective, not marketing.

Enforce no-lock-in: providers cannot hold a student's progress data hostage; portability at the
protocol level. DPI unbundles content, doubt-solving, peer group and credentialing, driving marginal
cost toward zero.
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'Not delulu — an AI tutor for every child in India.'

VALUE ADDITION — DPI IN EDUCATION

PRELIMS POINTERS

Syllabus link — GS 3: Science & Technology · Digital Public Infrastructure in education.

✦ ✦ ✦

04 A Civilisational Approach to Social Media
GS 3 The Hindu · Page 9

W H Y  I N  N E W S

As countries move to ban social media for minors, the article argues India should draw on its own
civilisational traditions rather than simply importing regulatory models from Australia, the UK or the
US.

DIKSHA: national platform for school education (NCERT/CBSE/State boards).◆

DPI stack: Aadhaar (identity), UPI (payments), DigiLocker/APAAR (records).◆

APAAR ID: 'One Nation, One Student ID' linking learning to the academic record.◆

NEP 2020: pushes technology-enabled, equitable learning.◆

Redseer estimated India's test-prep market at $14.8 bn (FY26).•

DEPA (Data Empowerment & Protection Architecture) underpins consent-based data sharing.•

APAAR = Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry.•

Social media can expose young people to manipulation, addiction, bullying and harmful content —
but it does not automatically follow that bans are the answer.

The deeper question is whether regulation alone can prepare the next generation for a world shaped
by AI and digital technologies.
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Fear is not the answer

'A civilisational approach to social media.'

VALUE ADDITION — REGULATING MINORS ONLINE

PRELIMS POINTERS

Syllabus link — GS 2/3: Governance & technology · Child protection and digital regulation.

✦ ✦ ✦

Every communications revolution generated anxiety — the printing press, radio, television, the
Internet. The enduring challenge is not whether information should flow, but how societies
encourage responsible use.

Governments should demand platform transparency, set child-protection standards, combat crime
and encourage responsible innovation — but regulation alone cannot solve a social, cultural and
civilisational challenge.

Just as earlier generations learned to navigate the physical world, future generations must learn to
navigate the digital world responsibly — an educational and cultural task.

India's civilisational strength is absorbing external influences without losing its core —
demonstrating that tech progress and cultural continuity can coexist.

Australia (2024): law banning under-16s from social media — a global reference point.◆

DPDP Act, 2023: India's data law requires verifiable parental consent for children (<18).◆

IT Rules, 2021: due-diligence and grievance obligations for intermediaries.◆

Guru–shishya tradition cited as a model of character and responsibility transmission.◆

DPDPA 2023 defines a child as anyone under 18.•

K.S. Puttaswamy (2017): privacy is a fundamental right under Art. 21.•

Screen-time & 'addiction-by-design' are emerging policy concerns.•
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05 The Rural–Urban Divide in Female Labour Force
GS 3 The Hindu (Data Point) · Page 9

W H Y  I N  N E W S

PLFS 2025 shows a significant rise in the Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR) since 2020,
with the increase far sharper in rural than urban India.

Data Point: the rural–urban divide in female labour force participation.

VALUE ADDITION — LABOUR METRICS

PRELIMS POINTERS

Syllabus link — GS 1/3: Role of women · Employment, growth and inclusive development.

✦ ✦ ✦

Overall FLFPR (15+) rose from 30% (2019-20) to 40% (2025).

The rise was more pronounced in rural areas — 33% to 45.9% — versus urban (23.3% to 27.7%).

AAPP (Average Annual Percentage Point) change shows West Bengal, UP, Gujarat, Odisha, Bihar,
Rajasthan and Haryana above the all-India rural average.

States with a higher baseline but slower improvement (e.g., southern States) reveal that AAPP alone
can mislead — it must be read with the level of FLFPR.

LFPR: (Employed + Unemployed) ÷ Population × 100.◆

WPR: Employed ÷ Population × 100.◆

UR: Unemployed ÷ Labour Force × 100.◆

PLFS: launched April 2017 by NSO (MoSPI) — the definitive labour-market data source.◆

Usual Status & Current Weekly Status are the two PLFS reference periods.•

Rising rural FLFPR is partly linked to self-employment & agriculture.•

AAPP measures pace of change, not the level attained.•
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06 Triple Test, Adrift — What Counts as 'Industry'
GS 2 The Hindu · Page 8

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A nine-judge Bench ruled on the correctness of the 1978 Bangalore Water Supply (BWSSB) judgment,
which laid down the 'Triple Test' for defining an 'industry' under the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.

'Triple test, adrift' — the definition of 'industry'.

VALUE ADDITION — LABOUR LAW

In BWSSB (1978), Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer laid down the Triple Test — an activity qualifies as an
'industry' if there is: (i) systematic activity, (ii) employer–employee cooperation, and (iii)
production/distribution of goods or services to satisfy human wants (other than purely religious/
spiritual).

Profit motive was irrelevant; only 'sovereign functions' stood outside the definition.

State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh (2005) doubted this, and a seven-judge Bench referred it to the current
nine-judge Bench (led by CJI Surya Kant).

The Bench left the Triple Test standing for pending disputes under the old ID Act, repealed on 21
November 2025 when the Industrial Relations Code, 2020 (IRC) came into force.

A majority held that BWSSB will not be a 'sheet anchor' for interpreting Section 2(p) of the IRC — a
move criticised, since 2(p) reproduces much of the Triple Test's essence.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna dissented: the reference was unnecessary and the Triple Test requires no
interference.

ID Act, 1947: defined 'industry' under Section 2(j); repealed by the IRC, 2020.◆

Four Labour Codes: Wages; Industrial Relations; Social Security; OSH.◆

Why it matters: the definition decides whether hospitals, universities and charities' employees get ID-
Act protections.

◆

The expansive definition also carried restrictions — regulated retrenchment/closure and limits on
strikes.

◆
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PRELIMS POINTERS

Syllabus link — GS 2: Judiciary & statutory interpretation · GS 3: Labour reforms.

✦ ✦ ✦

07 Core Concerns — The Economy's Tough Times Ahead
GS 3 The Hindu (Editorial) · Page 8

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Growth in the Index of Core Industries (ICI) slowed to 5.4% in July from 6% — and much of even that
growth rests on a low base, signalling slack demand and moderating growth.

Weights (new series)

Editorial: 'Core concerns' — the Indian economy looks set for tough times.

BWSSB = Bangalore Water Supply & Sewerage Board v. A. Rajappa (1978).•

Sovereign functions (e.g., defence, taxation) stay outside 'industry'.•

IRC 2020 Section 2(p) now carries the industry definition forward.•

The Office of Economic Adviser (DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce) released the ICI under a new series
with base year 2022-23, applied retrospectively from April 2023.

The revised ICI expands core industries from eight to nine by adding Iron Ore.

It now covers Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement, Electricity
and Iron Ore.

Electricity (30.93%), Refinery Products (22.57%), Steel (17.58%), Crude Oil (7.43%), Coal (5.59%), Iron
Ore (4.90%), Cement (4.41%), Natural Gas (3.84%), Fertilizers (2.73%).

Crude oil and natural gas have contracted for 14+ months; the crude import bill jumped 41% in July;
the only bright spots were cement (13.1%) and electricity (9%).
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VALUE ADDITION — INDUSTRIAL INDICATORS

PRELIMS POINTERS

Syllabus link — GS 3: Indian economy — industry, indices and growth.

✦ ✦ ✦

Practice Zone
M A I N S  ·  P R E L I M S  ·  A N S W E R  K E Y

Q1 ·  GS 2

The MMDR Amendment Bill, 2026 restricts State taxation of mineral rights and mineral-
bearing lands. Examine the constitutional and federal issues it raises in light of the Supreme
Court's 2024 mineral-tax judgment. (250 words)
MMDR संशोधन �विधेयक, 2026 ख�नज अ�धकारां एविं ख�नज-युक्त भू�मि पर राज्यां के कराधान को सी�मित करता है। सविार्वोच्च न्यायालय के 2024
के ख�नज-कर �न�र्णय के आलोक मिं इससे उत्पन्न संविैधा�नक एविं संघीय मिुद्दां का परीक्ष� की�जए। (250 शब्द)

Approach: Map Entries 23/49/50/54; explain New Section 9D and retrospective relief; contrast with MADA v.
SAIL (2024); discuss separation of powers, fiscal federalism and Article 14; conclude with a balance between
uniformity and State autonomy.

Q2 ·  GS 3

"India should build a 'public rail, private engines' model rather than nationalise coaching."
Discuss how Digital Public Infrastructure can democratise quality education and reduce
dependence on private coaching. (250 words)
“भारत को को�चंग का राष्ट्र ीयकर� करने के बजाय 'साविर्णज�नक रेल, �नजी इजंन' मिॉडल अपनाना चा�हए।” चचार्ण की�जए �क �ड�जटल साविर्णज�नक
अविसंरचना �कस प्रकार गु�वित्तापू�र्ण �शक्षा का लोकतंत्रीकर� कर �नजी को�चंग पर �नभर्णरता घटा सकती है। (250 शब्द)

Approach: Define DPI (identity/payments/data/credentialing); explain unbundling of content, mentoring, peer-
group and credentialing; cite DIKSHA/APAAR; address portability, open outcome data and accreditation;
balance access with quality and equity.

Prelims MCQs
1 0  Q U E S T I O N S

ICI: tracks eight (now nine) core sectors; a lead indicator for the IIP.◆

IIP: Index of Industrial Production (base 2011-12), released by NSO.◆

PMI: Purchasing Managers' Index — a survey-based activity gauge.◆

Base effect: high growth off a low prior-year base can overstate momentum.◆

ICI weight in IIP is about 40%.•

New base year: 2022-23 (replaces 2011-12 for ICI).•

US 100% tariff threat on Russian-oil buyers could burden Indian exporters.•
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Q1. With reference to parliamentary procedure, consider the following statements:
1. Prorogation of a House is done by the presiding officer of that House.
2. A Bill pending before the Lok Sabha lapses on prorogation.
Which of the statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q2. 'Adjournment sine die' means:

(a) Ending a session of the House

(b) Terminating a sitting without fixing a date for the next

(c) Dissolving the House

(d) A recess between two sessions

Q3. Under the Constitution, the maximum permissible gap between two sessions of Parliament is:

(a) Three months

(b) Four months

(c) Six months

(d) One year

Q4. With reference to the constitutional scheme on minerals, match the entries:
1. Entry 50 (State List)
2. Entry 49 (State List)
3. Entry 54 (Union List)
Which pairing is correct?

(a) 1-Taxes on mineral rights; 2-Taxes on lands; 3-Union regulation of mines

(b) 1-Taxes on lands; 2-Union regulation; 3-Taxes on mineral rights

(c) 1-Union regulation; 2-Taxes on mineral rights; 3-Taxes on lands

(d) 1-Taxes on lands; 2-Taxes on mineral rights; 3-Union regulation

Q5. In Mineral Area Development Authority v. Steel Authority of India (2024), the Supreme Court held
that:

(a) States cannot tax mineral rights

(b) Royalty is a tax

(c) States can tax mineral rights and mineral-bearing lands

(d) Only the Centre can levy any mineral cess

Q6. The revised Index of Core Industries (ICI) recently introduced a new base year and added a ninth
industry. The ninth industry added is:

(a) Aluminium

(b) Iron Ore

(c) Copper

(d) Natural Gas
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Q7. In the revised ICI, which industry has the highest weight?

(a) Steel

(b) Refinery Products

(c) Electricity

(d) Coal

Q8. With reference to the 'Triple Test' laid down in Bangalore Water Supply (1978), which of the following
is NOT one of its conditions?

(a) Systematic activity

(b) Cooperation between employer and employee

(c) Presence of a profit motive

(d) Production/distribution of goods or services for human wants

Q9. Consider the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2025:
1. Overall FLFPR (15+) rose from about 30% to 40%.
2. The rise was sharper in urban than rural areas.
Which is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q10. The Industrial Relations Code, 2020, which replaced the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, came into
force in:

(a) August 2020

(b) November 2025

(c) January 2024

(d) April 2023

ANSWER KEY  &  RATIONALE
Q1 — D. Prorogation is done by the President, not the presiding officer (so 1 is wrong). A pending Bill lapses on
dissolution, not on prorogation (so 2 is wrong).

Q2 — B. Adjournment sine die terminates a sitting without setting a date/time for the next meeting; it does
not end the session (that is prorogation).

Q3 — C. Article 85 requires that six months shall not intervene between the last sitting of one session and the
first of the next.

Q4 — A. Entry 50 (State) = taxes on mineral rights; Entry 49 (State) = taxes on lands & buildings; Entry 54
(Union) = regulation of mines in public interest.

Q5 — C. The 9-judge Bench (8:1) upheld States' competence to tax mineral rights (Entry 50) and mineral-
bearing land (Entry 49), and permitted recovery of past dues from 1 April 2005.

Q6 — B. Iron Ore was added, taking the ICI from eight to nine industries; the new base year is 2022-23.

Q7 — C. Electricity has the highest weight at 30.93%, followed by Refinery Products (22.57%) and Steel
(17.58%).

Q8 — C. Profit motive was held to be irrelevant to the definition of 'industry'; the three conditions are the
other options.

Q9 — A. FLFPR rose ~30%→40% (statement 1 correct). The rise was sharper in RURAL areas (33%→45.9%) than
urban (statement 2 incorrect).
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Q10 — B. The old ID Act was repealed on 21 November 2025 when the Industrial Relations Code, 2020 came
into force.

QUICK REVIS ION RECAP

PRELIMS TRAP-SETTERS

Prorogation (by President) ends a session; adjournment sine die (by presiding officer) ends a sitting; six-
month rule (Art. 85).

◆

MMDR Amendment 2026: New Sec. 9D caps State levies; retrospective relief; potential conflict with 
MADA v. SAIL (2024).

◆

Mineral entries: Entry 50 (mineral-rights tax), Entry 49 (land tax), Entry 54 Union (regulation).◆

AI tutor: 'public rail, private engines' — DPI (Aadhaar/UPI/DigiLocker/APAAR, DIKSHA); portability &
open outcome data.

◆

FLFPR: 30%→40% (2019-20 to 2025); rural rise (33%→45.9%) sharper than urban.◆

Triple Test (BWSSB 1978): systematic activity + employer-employee cooperation + goods/services; profit
motive irrelevant.

◆

Revised ICI: new base 2022-23, 9 industries (added Iron Ore); Electricity highest weight (30.93%).◆

Prorogation ends a session; adjournment ends a sitting; dissolution ends the House.◆

Rajya Sabha is never dissolved; Lok Sabha term is 5 years (Art. 83).◆

Royalty is not a tax (India Cement, 1990); MADA (2024) upheld State taxing powers.◆

Entry 50 = mineral-rights tax; Entry 49 = land tax (both State List).◆

Revised ICI: base year 2022-23, nine industries, Electricity weight 30.93%.◆

Triple Test excludes sovereign functions; profit motive is irrelevant.◆
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