


Important Issues of the Day

• Constitution Amendment Bill – Page No. 1, GS 2
• Women’s reservation – Page No. 8, GS 2
• Chambal sanctuary – Page No. 10, Prelims
• Temporary truce – Page No.8 , GS 2
• CAFE-III norms – Prelims



Page No.1 , GS 2



• A united Opposition on Friday defeated the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
which sought to redistribute Lok Sabha seats on the basis of the 2011 Census to expedite the 
implementation of women’s reservation.

• Union Home Minister Amit Shah accused the Opposition of playing “ruthless politics” and 
warned that it would face the “wrath of women” voters. A total of 298 members voted in 
favour of the Bill and 230 against it, with the House strength at the time of voting being 528. 
It failed to meet the two-thirds majority mark of 352 required for a Constitution 
Amendment Bill to pass.

• Following the defeat, the government withdrew two allied legislations — the Union 
Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, and the Delimitation Bill, 2026 — which were 
linked to the constitutional amendment.

• The government extended the Budget Session after a short interlude for deliberating on 
these Bills.



• Article 81, pertaining to ‘Composition of the House of the People’, provides for the 
Lok Sabha consisting of “…not more than 530 members chosen by direct election 
from territorial constituencies in the States, and … not more than 20 members to 
represent the UTs, chosen in such manner as Parliament may by law provide”.

• • Article 82, which provides for ‘Readjustment after each census’, states that upon 
the completion of each census, the allocation of Lok Sabha seats to the States and 
the division of each State into territorial constituencies “shall be readjusted by such 
authority and in such manner as Parliament may by law determine”.



• Article 368 in Part XX of the Constitution deals with the power of parliament to 
amend the constitution and its procedures.

• It states that the Parliament may amend the Constitution by way of addition, 
variation or repeal of any provision in accordance with the procedure laid down for 
the purpose.

• However, the Parliament cannot amend those provisions which form the ‘basic 
structure’ of the Constitution. This was ruled by the Supreme Court in the 
Kesavananda Bharati case (1973).

• It provides for two types of amendments, that is, by a special majority of Parliament 
and the special majority of parliament along with the ratification of half of the states 
legislatures by a simple majority.



• Amendment can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill for the purpose in 
either house of the Parliament

• The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a private member and does not 
require the permission of the President

• The bill must be passed in each house by a special majority, that is, a majority of the 
total membership of the house and a majority of two-thirds of the members of the 
house present and voting

• Each house must pass the bill separately. If there is any disagreement, there is no 
provision for joint sitting of the houses



• If the bill seeks to amend the provisions of the constitution, it must be ratified by 
the legislatures of half of the states by a simple majority

• After passage of the bill by both the houses, it is presented to the President for his 
assent

• The president must give his assent to the bill. He can neither withhold his assent to 
the bill nor return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament

• After the President’s assent, the bill becomes an act



Consider the following statements: (UPSC CSE, 2013)

1. An amendment to the Constitution of India can be initiated by an introduction of a 
bill in the Lok Sabha only.
2. If such an amendment seeks to make changes in the federal character of the 
Constitution, the amendment also requires to be ratified by the legislature of all the 
States of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements: (UPSC CSE, 2022)
1. A bill amending the Constitution requires a prior recommendation of the President 
of India.
2. When a Constitution Amendment Bill is presented to the President of India, it is 
obligatory for the President of India to give his/her assent.
3. A Constitution Amendment Bill must be passed by both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya 
Sabha by a special majority and there is no provision for joint sitting.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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• The Supreme Court on Friday said it would not hesitate to take the extraordinary 
step of deploying paramilitary forces to curb illegal sand mining in the ecologically 
fragile and protected National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary if the States of Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh fail to take “concrete measures” to tackle the 
menace within a month, by the next date of hearing on May 11.

• The warning was part of a 28-page order passed by a Bench of Justices Vikram Nath 
and Sandeep Mehta, which took suo motu cognisance of illegal sand mining within 
the sanctuary, resulting in severe degradation of critical wildlife habitats, including 
that of the endangered gharials.

• Justice Mehta, who pronounced the operative part of the order in the courtroom, 
cautioned that the court would not only impose a complete ban on sand mining in 
the States but also impose “heavy penalties” on them for failing to safeguard critical 
habitats and the river ecosystem.



• The National Chambal Sanctuary, also known as the National Chambal Gharial Wildlife Sanctuary, is 
one of India's most ecologically significant riverine protected areas. It is the first and only tri-state 
protected area (Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh) in the country, spanning 
approximately 5,400 sq km along a 600 km stretch of the Chambal River (960-km). 

• Biodiversity: It harbors nearly 90% of the world's remaining wild Gharial population and a significant 
number of endangered Ganges River Dolphins. Other key species are Marsh crocodile (mugger), Red-
crowned roof turtle, Smooth-coated otter, striped hyena, and over 330 bird species e.g., Indian 
skimmer. 

• It forms part of India's Project Crocodile initiative launched in 1975 to address the severe decline of 
crocodilian populations. 

• Conservation Status: It is recognized as an Important Bird Area (IBA). It is a proposed Ramsar Site, a 
candidate for UNESCO World Heritage Site status, and classified as an IUCN Category IV protected 
area (habitat/species management area). 
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• India stands at a curious democratic crossroads. It is one of the world’s most vibrant 
democracies, marked by high voter participation and an increasingly engaged female 
electorate. Yet within its legislative institutions, women remain conspicuously 
underrepresented. 

• This contradiction — between participation and representation — makes a 
compelling case for the immediate implementation of the Women’s Reservation Bill.

• Women constitute, on average, only about 9% of legislators in State Assemblies, 
while their representation in Parliament hovers around 14%-15%. This is far from 
reflecting women’s share in the total population of the country, which is nearly 50%.

• Over the past two decades, women in India have transformed from passive voters 
into active political participants. 



• By mandating a fixed share of seats for women in legislatures, it directly addresses 
the structural barriers that prevent fair representation.

• Evidence from India’s own experience with reservation at the local level offers a 
powerful counterpoint. In the Panchayati Raj institutions, where seats have been 
reserved for women, the results have been transformative. 

• Timing is another crucial factor. India is undergoing rapid social and economic 
transformation. More women are entering higher education, joining the workforce, 
and asserting their rights. 

• India’s democratic journey has been remarkable, but it remains incomplete.



Consider the following statements regarding ‘Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam’ :
1. Provisions will come into effect from 18th Lok Sabha.
2. This will be in force for 15 years after becoming an Act.
3. There are provisions for the reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes Women within 
the quota reserved for the Scheduled Castes.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
[A] 1, 2 and 3

[B] 1 and 2 only

[C] 2 and 3 only

[D] 1 and 3 only



Mains Question

“Women’s representation in decision-making bodies is not merely a matter 
of equality but a prerequisite for inclusive governance.”
Discuss in the context of Indian society.

“निर्णय लेिे वाली संस्थाओ ंमें महिलाओ ंका प्रनिनिधित्व केवल समाििा का 
प्रश्ि ििीं, बल्कक समावेशी शासि की अनिवायणिा िै।”
भारिीय समाज के संदभण में चचाण कील्जए।
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• The 10-day ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon, announced by U.S. President 
Donald Trump on Thursday, could strengthen the fragile two-week truce between 
the U.S. and Iran and improve the prospects for a broader diplomatic settlement. 

• The war in Lebanon, launched on March 2, on the third day of the U.S.-Israel war on 
Iran, has been a key sticking point in U.S.-Iran talks. 

• When Mr. Trump announced the ceasefire with Tehran on April 8, both Iran and 
Pakistan, which mediated the truce, said the agreement also covered Lebanon. 

• A ceasefire on all fronts was one of the 10 points Iran submitted to the U.S. as a 
framework for ending the war. But Israel, apparently dissatisfied with the U.S.-Iran 
deal, rejected a ceasefire with Lebanon and stepped up attacks, killing at least 200 
people within 24 hours of the U.S.-Iran truce taking effect.



• The war in Lebanon is not between Israel and the Lebanese army, but between Israel 
and Hezbollah. Hezbollah has not been part of the talks. 

• Some Hezbollah leaders have said the party would halt attacking Israel if Israeli 
strikes stop. 

• The Shia militant group has been weakened but is far from defeated. Israel has also 
said it would not withdraw troops from the territory it has seized in southern 
Lebanon, while Hezbollah insists on a return to pre-March 2 positions. 

• If Mr. Trump wants a durable negotiated settlement with Iran based on a give-and-
take formula, he must ensure that the ceasefire is sustained across all fronts.



CAFE-III norms



• The Indian government and the automobile industry reached a broad consensus on 
the upcoming CAFE-III (Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency Phase III).

• CAFE (Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency) norms are government-mandated 
standards that regulate the weighted average fuel consumption and CO₂ emissions 
of an automaker’s entire fleet, rather than individual models.

• Established By: The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the Ministry of Power.

• Application: These norms apply to M1 category passenger vehicles (those designed 
to seat up to nine persons and weighing under 3,500kg).

• Timeline: The third phase (CAFE-III) is scheduled to be implemented from April 1, 
2027, and will run through March 31, 2032.



• To reduce India’s heavy reliance on crude oil imports, especially critical during geopolitical 
uncertainties like the West Asia crisis.

• To nudge manufacturers toward producing energy-efficient and less-polluting vehicles in line with 
India’s climate goals.

• To force the adoption of advanced technologies such as hybrids, electric vehicles (EVs), and flex-fuel 
systems.

• Stricter Targets: Automakers must reduce their average fleet CO₂ emissions from approximately 113 
g/km (at the end of CAFE-II in FY27) to 78.9 g/km by FY32.

• Removal of Small Car Carve-out: An earlier proposal to give a specific 3g/km relief to petrol cars 
under 909kg has been scrapped in favor of the flatter curve to ensure a fairer playing field.

• Super Credit Scheme: To encourage green technology, manufacturers earn multipliers for every clean 
vehicle sold:

• Battery EVs (BEV): 3.0 multiplier (each sale counts as 3 for fleet average).
• Plug-in Hybrids (PHEV): 2.5 multiplier.
• Strong Hybrids: 1.6 multiplier.



• Representation without empowerment is an illusion.

• प्रतितिधित्व बििा सशक्तिकरण केवल एक भ्रम है।

• The road to development must pass through gender justice.

• ववकास का मार्ग लैंधर्क न्याय से होकर र्जुरिा है।

• Technology can bridge gaps, but it can also deepen divides.

• प्रौद्योधर्की दरूी कम कर सकिी है, लेककि असमाििा भी िढा सकिी है।
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